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itieS    <5f   the 

Barbary 
Coast 


IN  THE  ]3icture-book  of  Africa  there  are  few  pa,o:es  more 
attractive  than  those  devoted  to  Algeria — formerly  the 
greatest  of  the  pirate  states  of  Barbary,  to-day  the  chief 
colonial    possession    of    the    h'rench   republic. 

A  hundn^d  }'ears  ago  a  A'isit  to  the  ikirbar}'  Coast  was  an 
experience  n.ot  to  be  desired  by  vo\"agcrs  from  (Christian 
iaiids,  who  then  came  n(jt  as  tourists  with  cameras  and  guide- 
books but  as  jjrisoners  or  sla\-cs  in  manacles  and  chains. 

Cities  white  in  outward  SL-eining  but  black  in  rascality 
and  crime,  them  grace<l  and  at  the  same  time  disgraced  the 
smihn<j'  southern  shore  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 


(■iTii:s  ()!•   riii:  i5ari5arv  coast 


riir  \ariMii-,  -.t;ilfS  of  ]  Surhiirv',  Morocco,  Tunis,  Tripoli, 
,111(1  AIl;'  lia.  mini  l)\-  1;l\\  less  ])oti-nt;itcs,  tlicii  exacted  trihiite 
from  Dilii'i-  ,l;(  »\'fi-!iiiicii  ts  both  ,i:"rrat  and  small. 

riu-  (,'i)r>air  llt'cts  ot  intamoirs  mcmor}'  then  threatened 
the  maritime  cfMimierc^e  of  the'  world,  rtespectin,ir  onh'  the 
ships  that  sailed  under  the  lla,^s  ot    tribnte-pa\'in,i;'  nations. 

.Vl,L;eria  was  the  most  arr(j,i^ant  of  all  these  ini<piitous  })rin- 
cipalities.  h'or  two  hundred  years  she  was  \"irtuall\'  mis- 
tress of  the  Mediterranean,  meritini^'  well  the  epithet,  the 
"Seouri:!-  of  (du"istendom.  ' '  Ji^urope  shamefully  acknowl- 
edged her  su[)remac\"  and  took  no  effective  ste[>s  to  crush 
the  conmion  enem\-  until  the  then  X'ounj.^'  iVnierican  republic, 
t-merL:ini'"  \i(-  _:_ 

torious     Irom  '  .     I 

the     War     of  •.     ■         ■ 

1  S  1  2,      had     c-x- 
)(aided  a  little  of  her 
snrplus    Western   eiier.i^y 
ill    chasti.-^in^-   the    hi,i;"h- 
sea  robbers  and  (lis[)ro\'- 
iiiLf    tluii"    iinincibilitw 
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Euro})eau    j^ox'erninent 
for  a  lon^"   time    feare 
and  submitted  to  the 
mands  without  question 
The  United  State 
questioned,   and  pro- 
ceeded  to    prove   to 
the    world   that  the 
power  of    Algiers, 
founded  upon  cow- 
ardly tradition    and 
upheld  by  the  timidi- 
ties and  rivalries  of  its 
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\ii-tiiiis,  CDiiM  In-  shattered  by  a  irw  well-dircctcMl  caiinon- 
halls.  IhiLilaini  then  athninistereil  a  few  stiirth'  strokes,  and 
I-d'aii(-e  ill  I  S^u  stru(d<.  the  tiiial  hl()\\-,  aniiihihitiiii;'  pirate  rule 
and  t  raiisti  'riiiiiiL;'  AlL;eria  into  a  peace! id,  law-ahidin^"  pr(j\'iiice. 
ddie  c\\v  <it  Algiers  is  now  nund)ered  anion^"  the  most 
pi'piilar  !'e-(irt^  ot  thio-e  happ\'  h)lk  who  ha\a;  both  the  time 
and  the  imdinatii  >n  to  trot  about  tin-  ^s^lobe,  seekin.i;'  the  beau- 
tiful, the  cin'ion-,  and  the  })ictures(pu,-.  The  most  direct 
riiiur  111  the  liarbary  Coast  is  that  followed  by  the  steamers 
(it  the  (n-nnan  Mediterranean  ser\'ice,  sailing  from  a  New 
J  e  r  >  L- \  ■''*^'*^'*''"'**^^^^fc^      town,    the    name    of   which 

is  dear   to   !4"lobe-tr(jt- 
***■-  ^^        ters,    for    Hoboken 

lies  at    the  great 

gate-wa\'   to 

the   world   of 
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THK    HARBOR    ()!■     ALCIKRS 


travel.  The  voyage  is  delightful.  A  glimpse  of  the  Azores, 
a  smile  from  old  Tanj^ier,  and  a  frown  from  Gibraltar  as  we 
pass  the  straits  —  then  the  blue  calmness  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  at  last  on  the  eleventh  day  a  gracious  sunny  wel- 
come from  Algiers,  the  most  beautiful  city  of  North  Africa. 
As  our  great  ship  slowl}-  approaches  the  entrance  to  the 
harbor,  there  is  unrolled  before  us  a  panorama  of  the  cit\' 
and  the  prett\"  suburbs  perched  on  the  slopes  of  neighboring 
hills.  Far  u\)  to  the  right  we  see  the  church  of  "Our  Ladv 
ot  Africa."  By  slow  degrees  the  city  proper  comes  in  \"iew. 
l)e\'ontl  the  great  stone  breakwater  we  S(ie  a  broad  boulevard 
and  the  facades  of  ek;gant  European  structures,  l)ut  bchiiul 
this  nineteenth-centur\'  mask  rises  the  real  Algiers,  the  Arcd- 
cit}',  dazzling  white,  apparentlx'  cut  from  a  block  of  spotless 
marble,    wddle    in    realitx'     its     sn(nv\'    brilliancx'     is     due     to 
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(>ft-rc{)f;it(<l  ;i])|)lic;iti()iis  of  })i"()s;iic  whitewash.  Above  that 
rcs[)lcii(lt'iit  mass  ot  houses  foniierK'  stood  the  citadel  or 
ka>hah  of  the  iiiu(di-(h"eadi'd  Al,i^erine  de\s,  whose  successful 
lawlessness  was  tlie  caiise  that  led  the  I'^rench  to  undertake 
the  ei)n(|iu-st  of  Al,!;eria.  Xo  more  d(_)  fleets  of  Corsairs  set 
forth  from  Algiers'  splendid  harbor;  no  more;  do  jjirate  chiefs 
return  hither  laden  with  booty  of  inestimable  \alue  and 
brin,L;in,^"  scores  of  Christian  capti\'es  doomed  to  lives  of  toil 
or  to  the  sla\aa'V  of  Moorish  harems.  In  three-score  \'ears 
and  ten  ,L;"reat  chanj^es  ha\'e  been  wrou,i;'ht.  The  ma^iiiticent 
effect  ])roduced  b\'  the  modern  face  of  this  much-altered  city 
is  owin,i;  to  An<4h)-Saxon  enterprise.      l"'or  it   was    an    I^^nj^iish 

syndicate  that  ,.5-jrs*  '^  ' '""'***^'^^' ■■ 's^,.         constructed  the 

splendid 
cut 


**-"■  (\  u  a  i  s  of 

'"'"k       stone 
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UKS    AND     M1:KCHAM)1SE 


and  the  superb  terrace  aloii;^-  ^\■hich  runs  the  l](jule\'ar(l 
de  hi  Rei)ubh(]ue.  The  terrace  is  supporter]  b\'  a  series  of 
f,^raceful  arches  ;  inclined  r(^ad\\"a}'s  leatl  up  from  tlie  (juai 
level  to  the  streets  above.  It  is  the  s\"ndicate  also  tiiat 
owns  that  h^n,^;"  row  of  handsome  uniform  structures,  \\hich, 
occupied  as  hotels,  apartments,  othces,  aiid  shops.  ,!4i\'e  to 
the  face  of  Alj^^iers  features  so  re.s^ular  and  motlern.  Be- 
\'ond  all  this   uj^on   the   eastern    hills    far   to    the    left    are   the 
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luxurious  \ill;i>  and  hotels  of  Mustaj)ha  Superieur.  tlie  most 
altra("ti\t'  suhurh. 

Afiixal  in  i\\r  liarhor  rcralls  our  <^a/e  to  more  imiriedi- 
atr  surroundings.  ddie  New  MoS(]Uc  is  the  onh'  feature  in 
the  foi\'L;round  that  tell>  us  we  are  in  the  Orient,  or  more 
correctK',  in  an  Oriental  Occident,  for  Al;;iers  we  must 
renieiiiber  is  no  farther  east  tlian  Paris.  The  piles  of 
mercliandi--e  on  the  \\har\'es  proxe  that  commerce  now 
flou.rishes  as  successful!}-  as   pirac}'  thrived  in  former  days. 

With  no  mis^i\'in,i;s  \se  ap})roach  the  pirate  shore,  con- 
fident in  the  assurance  that  the  days  of  pirac}'  are  ended. 
We  hax'e,  in  acc()rdance  with  the  advice  of  the  ^uide-book, 
made  a  lirm  hari^ain  with  the  .Vrab  Ixjatmen  for  the  transfer 
of  our  l)a,L;,ua,L;e  from  steamer  to  hotel  ;  but  before  permittin<( 
us  to  land,  one  of  the  modern  pirates,  clad  in  what  mv  friend 

-    termed  ' '  Midwav 


mw 


trousers,  i  n  t  i  - 
mates  that  if  we 
wish  e\-er  to  <<et 
oiu'  l)a,i^',-4-a^e  from 
his  boat,  it  would 
1)6  Well  for  us  to 
^•'i  \'  e  a  n  e  x  t  r  a 
franc  or  two  to 
swell  tin:  Coffee 
I-\md  ot  the  crew  . 
X(j  Moslem  with 
a  n  \"  selt-respect 
would  demand  a 
' '  /'(>  Krhiii }-(■ . 
lor  this  w  ( ird  sul;- 
•M'Str^  induJLience 
in  ah^diolic  liq- 
uor-,    t'  irbiddcii 
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PAY,    PAY,    I'AY  ! 


l)}"  the  Prophet 's  law.  The  coffee  money 
beiiij^  haiuled  over,  the  boat- 
men (]uite  leisurely  pile  our 
l)elon^in,i;"s  on  a  little  push- 
cart, ami  we  hopefully 
prepare  to  ascend  from  the 
port  to  the  city  overhead. 
But  aj^ain,  the  pirate 
spirit  intervenes  ;  our 
moving-contractors,  encourag'ed  by 
our  weakness  in  yielding'  to  their 
tirst  demand  for  tribute,  inform  us  that  the  contract  with 
them  is  now  and  forever  null  and  void  ;  that  the  sum  agreed 
to  on  board  the  ship  is  not  the  sum  that  they  intend  to 
accept.  In  vain  we  plead  with  them,  exhorting"  them  to 
mercy.  The\'  are  as  relentless  with  the  Christian  stranded 
on  their  shore  as  were  their  cut-throat  ancestors,  save  that 
they  tind  it  more  profitable  to  cut  purse-strings  than  to 
se\'er  jugular  veins.  This  second  attempt  at  extortion  is  as 
successful  as  the  tirst,  in  spite  o(  the  presence  of  a  h^rench 
policeman  whose  sole  idea  of  duty  is  to  call  the  thieves 
"ruiKiillr"  !   antl  offer  us    his    sympathw 

■r.  our    troubles  are  now  over.       The 

■11  \\\\o  have  collected   all   the  mone\' 

disappear,  leaving  one  pcn^r  pers})ir- 

ing  .\ral),  who   has   received   oiiK"  a 

few  pennies  from  them,  to  haul  the 

hea,\il_\'     laden    cart     up     tlie     long 

inclined    roadwax'  from  the  lamling- 

})lace    to    the    le\'el    (^t    the    busiiU'SS 

(juarter   of    Algiers.        .\s    we    follow 

■)ur  belongings  uj)  the  long  zigzag  road- 

wa\s,    we    [KISS    the    arched     habita- 


I.MPl'.niMlsNTA 


tions  of  the  " 'Algerian  Cliff  Dwellers 
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for  this  clitT  of  iiiasoiirx'  is  not  iiuTcK'  a  inominiciital  iin- 
j)ro\-riiirnt  iiitriiiK-il  to  ,i^i\'i'  di^^nity  to  the  chief  citx'  of 
J-'rcnch  Atrica,  it  is  a  mit-prcxhicin,!;'  construction.  Within 
it  art'  caxTrnoiis  ccHars,  warcroonis,  storaj^c-  vaults,  and  the 
otficcs  of  conuiiissioii-nu'rchants  and  shi[)i)in,^-a,i;'cncics  ;  and 
at  the  an,L:lc  near  tht'  inosijut'  a  hsh-inarket  is  held  in  huge 
halls   of   stone,    damp   and   cool.        Below   on    the   broad   (piai 


I.;  I.  1 ,    1  III':   1      I     11     I  i\  I II  T 

\\i-  ->!  (■  aei'i--^  ot  niri"cliaiidi>e,  cri)\\ded  warelii  nix 'S,  railwax' 
li"ack-,  and  lo;idiMJ  cars,  all  suggest  i\e  o|  a  niin  teentli  centur\' 
:ieii\-M\.  '{']]■■  li(  iiilc\  ard  al)ii\e  i>  almost  a.  repr(  xluction  of 
tlu'  Kill-  dr  l\i\oh  ot  rai'i^.  The  huildings  are  lu-arK'  unilorm 
;ii  lii'i'dii  and  i:i  design.  ddiia^'  aie  the  usual  rows  ot  dal- 
(•oiiii-^,  ill,'  -idi  w  :i  ll\-  riMi  di'iicatli  contniiioM-;  ai'cades,  llu; 
\\iiid'i\\^  ■  li  III  ■  -li'i))^  art-  die-.>ed  with  l'd"emdi  daintiness, 
til'-     r-  -^laui-aiil-.,     i:i->i  li-     and     out,     recall     those     ol      the     gav 
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metropolis  ;  the  lanj^iKi^e  spoken  is  the  same,  and  the  people 
with  the  exception  of  the  long  robed  Arabs  have  for  their 
prototxpes  the  continental  Frenchman.  So  perfectly  does 
this  colonial  city  ape  in  its  architecture  and  in  the  details  of 
its  dail}'  life  the  most  attractive  of  the  worlds  j^reat  capitals 
that  we  involuntarilv  look  for  the  Louvre,  the  Eiffel  Tower, 
and  the  Seine.  The  Hotel  de  1'  Europe  is  Parisian  in  its 
appointments.  The  ('<))uirri^>-(\  the  ^<>rtrco)i,  and  the  J'oiiDic 
dc  chambrc  are  of  the  usual  Gallic  type.  At  table  d' bote 
we  realize  that  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  the  French 
conquest  is  the  fact  that  the  French  cook  has  followed  the 
French  soldier  into  Africa.  The  military  chiefs  did  but  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  advent  of  one  greater  than  themselves  — 
the    culinary    chef.       I7:v    la    cuisine    Frcoiaiisc. 

Our   windows    o\'erlook    on   one   side   the    Mediterranean, 
on    the   other  the     - 
Place   Bresson,  a 
sciuare  <jreen  with 
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AN     AKKICAN     PARIS 

l)uil(linL;s  (jf  the  Mnropi'an  (]iuii"tcr  ;  of  these  the  Theater  is 
ii;(ist  ei  tiispiciioiis.  liut  tliis  is  not  the  real  Al,i:iers.  The 
Arab  city  is  h)ehiii<i  and  abo\e  ah  this.  That  cascade  of 
white  r'lllt-^  that  .--ecnis  ti  i  cinne  tiuiildini;'  Iroiii  the  sk\", — 
that  1--  the  real  Al^-iers  or  at  least  what  is  left  of  it.  The 
I'M  cit\"  was  called  li\-  tlie  .Vral)-^,  "  JCl  fa/ai'r.  "the  penin- 
suia-,  a  name  Ironi  which  the  hhaaadi  ha\'e  deru'ed  the 
iic"ierii  iiaiii''  (it  Aluer,  a  name  whicdi  \ve  in  tnrn  ]ia\'e  ci  ii- 
i'ipe-1  mill  Ai;.^ier-,  a  wi  ii'd  <piite  unfannliar  to  the  iKitix'es. 
Ii'rmei'K  ih;it  white  tlMO'l  ot  riKifs  and  terraces  de>ci.'ndled 
t'l  ih'-  -hi'Te,  liMl  !l  h;i>  heeii  t'lrced  hack,  ;mh1  ewaw  \'ear 
the  i'-.::eli  liinid  ihear  meda-i"]!  dikes  liiL:her  ;inil  hi-her  (in 
tlie  -i. -pi  ,.  Thi-  wliiti-  r\i\  c.iniract-;  tlr  ■  <hill-hiied  struct- 
ure-    III     ei\  iii/;it  i(  111    er,,p    -I'iidiK'    up-liill,    iiiid    wii!    ill    tiuu; 

elltireh       Met       eljt        ih"       IKitlV     ■      ipiill'ter      <  >V      re'lu';-       it       I:,      tilt; 

C'  >ii  imein  ihie-  ■, 
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Impatient  to  explore  tlic  streets  of  botli  the  new  and  the 
older  citw  we  tiiid  ourseh'es  an  lujur  later  on  the  r>(jule\'ard  ; 
but  an  attack  on  tlu;  part  of  a  band  ol  jiarbarx'  br;ot-b]acks 
dri\(;s  us  into  the  neutral  harbor  oi  a  popular  cafe.  'JA\(j 
of  the  corsairs,  ncjthinj^'  daunted,  pursue  us  e\'en  here,  cap- 
ture each  a  sin.i^le  foot,  and  ])roceed  to  aj);)!}'  tan  polish  to 
our  shoes  with  as  nnich  \i,i;or  as  then"  ancestors  displa\'ed 
less  than  a  centur}'  a,<4"o  in  a}^plyin.,t4'  tan  to  the  hides  of  our 
Christian  forefathers  when  b\'  ill  chance  they  were  thrown 
on  these  shores.  The  cafe,  like  all  the  (others,  is  of  the  t\"pe 
familiar  on  the  boule\'ards  of  Paris,  and  the  aroma  ot  absinthe 
that  permeates  the  atmos})here  proves  unmistakald\-  that  the 
Algerian  colonist  has  not  lost  the  lo\'e  iov  tliat  unwdiolesome 
licjuor  of  which  the  continental  Frenchman  is  so  passionatel}' 
for.d.  In  fact,  so  thoroughl\'  Gallic  a[)j3ears  this  portion  of 
the  city  that  \ve'  can  scarcel}'  belie\'e  the  histories  that  tell 
us  that  a  little  less  than  fourscore  x'ears  ago  })iratical  El 
Jazai'r  was  as  thoroughly  Arabic  as  are  to-da_\'  Tripoli  and  h^ez. 
Sevent\'    \'ears    has    suihced    t.)    these    energetic    bd'enchmen 
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not  DiiK'  fur  tht.;  rapture  oi  the  coast  cities,  tlie  sul)ju,:^ation 
'  >{  tlu-  liarbarous  tribes  of  the  iiiotintains  and  the  desert,  but 
in  that  sh'^rt  space  of  time  thi'X-  ha\"e  built  cities  of  European 
as))cct,  extended  e\'er\'\\"here  inagniticent  roads  niarvelously 
en.L;ineered,  and  created  a  railway  s\'steni  which,  althou<4"h 
still  inc(.)inplete,  tra\-erses  tlie  prcnince  from  Tunis  to  the 
frontii-r  of  Morocco,  and  extends  three  lon.i,''  branches  far 
Southward  toward  the  Sudan,  Timbuktu,  and  Senegal. 


U-:  ":  H  ;    -.1 1:;  r 


T]\'-  p'-op],:  lia\-,-  L:"aiiied  much  throui^ii  the  cfiange  in  gcjv- 
e-rn;!:'-:)! .  I'lidt-r  tlif  I'reiudi  the  nati\'e  enjox's  ri^dits  and 
jjn\!i'-Ljf-  ot  whidi  he  iie\-t/r  e\'(;n  dreamed  when  dex's  and 
b'->'-^  ;iiid  jia-ha-,  apjjointfd  by  the  Turki>li  sultan  or  raised 
to  -liju'r:,;'-  ainliorit\'  by  tin-  jniwi-r  of  the  local  troops  or  [an- 
i/a!-;'-.  i-;:;'-d  .uid  mt-rcilo-^ly  robbed  him.  The  \>'>iiv  Arab 
o\'>"'--  a  'i-bt  "I  L:i":it;tud.-  to  th.-  last  of  tho>e  tx'rant  d.-xs,  the 
;>' 't'litao-  w  1|.,,  :i\\,'[-  nii-rului'^'"  tlu-  land  for  man\-  x'ear-, 
b'l  :.ne-  i:;::n  om:;' i;i;!ii\-  i  ;i->trumontal  in  brinuiiiL:'  on  tho  war 
whieh    ;,-.-i:r.-  1     li:>    owa    d-^tru'ti'Ci    an  1    the    welfare    of    hi- 


Till-:  Mi'SRi'M  oi'  ai.(;iI':ks 
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people.  He  struck  the  I'^reiich  consul  across  the  face  with  a 
fan  during''  an  an^ry  inter\'ie\\',  thus  jn'ecipitatinj,^  the  war  of 
cone] nest  for  which  T^rance  had  lon^  been  ^\■aitin^■  air  ade- 
quate excuse.  And  while  we  wander  through  the  streets  and 
across  the  S(juares  of  modern  .Vlj^iers  and  up  into  the  narrow 
byways  of  the  natiw  (juarter,  let  us  rex'iew  the  stor}'  of  the 
Barbarv  corsairs  from   the   time  when   thev  hrst   became   for- 


midabli:  in  the  sixlcciith  ceiitur}'  down  to  that  da\'  in  1S30 
\\lien  their  ruler  adi!iinistLT<.'d  that  fatal  slap  to  tlu-  re[)rest^n- 
tatix'e  of  b'rance,  a  nation  at  that  tinu-  ])repart.'d  and  La,gcr  to 
attack  the  scourge  of  Cdu'istendom.  The  Aral)s,  as  we  kn(W\', 
invadrd  Africa  and  ])enetrated  into  Spain  in  thr  nghtli  cen- 
tur\  .      In    the    fifteenth    centurx'    the    Saracens    were    thrust 
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back  from  Spain  by  I'erdinaiui  and  Isabella.  ]^urnin<^  with 
hatred  (if  their  confjuerors  the_\-  established  all  alon^^^  the 
iHirthern  short'  ot  Africa  a  chain  of  pirate  cities.  Their  one 
object  in  lite  became  res'en.i^e.  Euro])c  had  cast  them  forth, 
the  fleets  of  J-~uro{)e  should  therefore  be  their  spoil  ;  the  fruits 
of  pirac}'  support  them  in  their  exile.  The  lirst  leader  t(j 
brin.i:  Al.i^iers  prominentlx'  forward  as  a  pirate  pc^wer  was  the 
rt.'ne.i^ade  Greek.  I)arbarossa,  who  called  himself  the  "  hTiend 
of  the  Sea  and  the  I-Lnemy  of  all  who  sail  upon  it."  The 
sailors  and  ))assen<4ers  upon  the  captured  shi{)s  were  sold  as 
sla\('S  in  the  Al.i^'erian  market-places.  X(j  less  a  personage 
than  (^er\"antes,  author  of  "  Don  puixote  '  was  here  sold  at 
the  Idock  in  1575.  He  ser\'ed  ri\-e  \'ears  in  the  house  of  a 
cruel  Moslem  master,  and  had  he  not  escaped,  we  should 
never  ha\'e  kn(jwn  the  lankv  Ivni.uht  (A  La  Mancha  nor 
lau,i^he(l  at  Sancho  Panza's  jests.  I^ut  fortunatel}'  he  did 
escapi;  and  li\"ed  to  write  his  famous  work  in  which  he  savs, 
ri-ferrin.i;  to  the  Turkish  vicero}'  wluj  ruled  Al.i^iers  at  tlie  time 
ot  ni.>  I  <ipLi\'it\',    "i:L\'er\'  da\"  he  hanged  a  slave,  impaled  one, 
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cut  off  the  ears  of  another,  and  this  upon  so  Httle  animus  or 
so  entirely  without  cause  that  the  Turks  would  own  that  he 
did  it  for  the  sake  of  doin^  it  and  because  it  was  his  nature.  " 
The  car\'in,^-s  of  wood  and  stt)ne  in  the  old  palaces  are 
the  work  of  Christian  slaves,  of  whom  there  were  at  one  time 
no  fewer  than  twent_\'-h\-e  thousand  held  in  the  cit_\'  of  Alj^iers 
alone.  Many  Christian  priests  \'oluntarily  ,i;"avc  themselves 
up  to   the   pirates  and  became    sla\-cs   that 

the}'  mi,i^"ht  min-  '  '~'^.,^        ister    the    com- 

ligion  to  the 


!■:  .\    !■:  !  i' "  ( .1  I'/v  i-:KM-..\ii-;Nr 

m:-rr<i'.',:  cap.;\"t^s. 
1  ill-  i  i'i  ;c  ( ;1  s';i\ls  was 
cjuoteil  rlaih,"  ill  the  marki;t-])!;iCi-  ;  "  C'ri!":.-.;a.!  d'':-  ar_-  w-rx' 
clicii])  t()-da\\  '  wnujil  be  rlir  W!)i-(1  pas-ed  fruin  m.  aidi  te 
iiKiutli  en  the  arri\'al  oi  a  ei>r-air  tleet  wiili  its  e(>i!\'e\-  of 
captiu'ed  iiua'ciiant-men.  ddien  Arab  cbiifs,  witji  faces 
of  dark  bronze,  or  ne,i:a"oes,  raised  to  wealth  a.iid  intlu- 
ence  b\'  their  coura'^'e  or  their  \'i]iain\',  would  assend>le  to 
make  bids  for  the  human  merchandise  whieh  was  not  aK\"a\"s 
common  stuff.      Reeords   tell    ot    humha-ds    of    gentlemen, — 
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doctors,  lawyers,  or  scholars,  of  I'^rancc  or  Spain  or  En<i'land 
who  were  knocked  down  t(.)  the  hii^Iiest  bidder;  their  wives, 
retined  and  dehcate  women,  wt;re  torn  from  them  and  sold  to 
brutal  masters  ;  children  were  separated  from  their  })arents 
and  e(lucated  in  the  reli^i^ion  of  these  robber  hjrds.  One 
capti\e  out  of  e\'er\'  ei,i^"ht  was  allotted  to  the  de\'.  a  ruler 
who  invariabh"  owed  his  position  to  the  soldierx',  and  who 
almost  in\'ariabl\'  was  doomed  to  perish  b\'  })oison  or  the 
bowstrinj^'  when  some  other  leader  should  arise  to  win  the 
sup})ort  and  favor  of  the  tickle  Janizaries,  the  veritable 
rulers  of  the  land.  One  of  these  deys  confessed  to  a  foreign 
consul  who  upbraidetl  him,  " '  The  Al,i^erines  are  a  company 
of  roi;ues";  and  he  added  })roudly,   "And  I  am  their  captain. 

The  pirates  at  one  time  ,t^rew  so  bold  that  they  threatened 
to  yo  to  Great  Britain  and  draj^  men  out   (A   their  beds.      Nor 
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^VclS  this  an  idle  threat.       In   1 63  I 
they  sacked  the  town    of    Bal- 
timore in  Count\"  Ccjrk  and 
\    carried  off  more  than  two 
hundred  Irishmen.     Ten 
years    later,    sixty    men 
were    taken     from    the 
shores  of  England  near 
Penzance.      The  hsher- 
l^^jjl^ ^^^^^M^^TTj^^       men  of  Plvmouth,  Exe- 
' '^^^T^*'^«^^^^^«'^v     ter,  and  Dartmouth  for  a 

lon^  time  after  dared  not 
to  put  to  sea.  It  is  even 
stated  that  the  Alg'erine  tieet 
on  one  occasion  ravaged  the 
shores  of  Iceland  in  the  Arctic 
Sea.  I')Ut  we  must  not  forj^et  that  in  spite  of  the  cowardice 
of  the  Euro-  • 

p  e  a  n     go\'-  .'  ,' 

ernments  in  «  ■  ■ 

diplomatic 
d  e  a  1  i  ]i  ,l;" 
with  thisac 
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of  rol)l)ers,  main'  brave,  orcnerons  efforts  were  made  by  private 
j)ersoiis  and  corporations  to  effect  the  rescue  of  these  Chris- 
tian sla\cs  or  to  rcdrcni  them  b\'  tht;  ])a\'me-nt  of  a  ransom  — 
but  narrow-mindedness  fre<]Uently  controlled  the  action  of 
the  redem[)lionists  as  is  pro\'ed  by  tlu;  tollowin,^'  incident  :  — 
A  ,i;roup  of  missionaries  purchased  the  libert\'  of  thret; 
sla\a;s  tor  a  ,i;"ood  round  ])ric(;  —  the  de}'  btdn^'  in  a  ma,L;iiani- 
m<  )us  mood  threw 
in  a  tourth,  a  poor 
sick  useless  ])ris- 
cMu-r  ;  but  tht/  pur- 
chasers retuS(.'d  to 
take  him  because, 
forsooth,  he  was 
not  of  their  be- 
nei.      J  5ut  the  res- 
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ciu'd  oiu's  were  few  in  nmiiber  as  compared  to  those  who, 
abandoned  \)v  thtiir  cowardK'  f;()\ernnients,  remained  as 
sla\es  to  the  han,i;ht\'  Alj^erines.  lUit  ernel  and  inhuman  as 
the\'  were,  the  l)arl)ar\'  corsairs  were  ne\'er  mere  barbarians 
Nor  were,'  tlie  cruelties  and  iidiumanitic'S  j^racticed  b\  them 
upon  their  prisontu's  .greater  than  those  inflicted  in  contem- 
porar\'  times  by  Cdndstian  ,i;'o\'ernnients  or  even  by  the  church 
itsedf  in  the  days  of  the  Inquisition.  The  Saracens  held  no 
monopoK'  of  the  rack,  the  fetid  dungeon,  the  torture-cham- 
ber, and  tlu'  stake.  Ikit  the}'  were  Mohannnedans,  therefore 
their  deeds  excited  (greater  indignation.  Yet  the  oft-threat- 
eni'd  ])unishment  was  not  administered.  The  powers  of 
l:^urope  could  in  those  da\s  no  more  a^ree  to  act  in  concert 
than  the\'  can  at  the  present  time. 

h^jr  more  than  two  hundred  vears  the  Alt^erines  exacted 
tribute  monex'  from  the  ,t;reat(.>st  n^itions  of  the  \\orld,  and 
this   in   si)ite  of  the  fact  that  thv-ir  wholt'  naval    force  was    not 

etpial  to  that  of  any 

;,-  one  of  the  fourth- 
rate  powers. 

.Vl,i^iers  declared 
that   she    was  sov- 

I  erei.^n    of    all    tlu; 

i  Medi  terra  n  e  a  n  , 

I  and    that     no    na- 

l  tion  could  na\i^;ite 
\ 
■\  that  sea   in    safetv 

1^ 

'  imtil  i  m  m  unit  y 
frc^m  attacl;  IkuI 
been  purchased. 
The  treatx'  sii^iied 
with  ]•'  r  a  n  c  e  in 
I  -SS    called    for 

*    llie   i)a\nient    of    a 
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million  francs  a  }ear,  rich  ])rL'Scnts  cxtTV  ten  }'ears,  and  a 
hiv'^v  amount  of  cash  paid  down.  Spain's  temporary  peace 
with  the  pirate  power  cost  her  h\'e  nullion  dollars.  ICnglaiid 
paid  almost  three  hundrt'd  thousand  dollat'--  jv'er\'  \'ear.  She 
was,  it  is  trut'.  strong  enough  to  haw;  })U.  dow.  the  pirates, 
but  a[)parentl)'  she  preferred  to  support    them  as  destroyers  of 


til  ■  i"M:||ll,,■I^■l■  ot  lii-r  ri\'al  nations,  and  paid  a  lar,L;f,  slianicfui 
triiiiit'-  III  ordt-r  in  k^-cp  tih-  pri(~r  oi  immunit\'  ahow  the  rea.-j' 
of    tin-    I,--;-.!-    -i.-it.'^    i  ,\     |-;in-()p,.. 

I  li''  '''!!' 'V.  iM'^  'l.-iii-c  i^-id- >traii-rl\-  in  the  trcat\'  with  the 
nii\'li;\  I'.niidi  iiMiidu:  "Lilu'i-jy  is  granted  to  tlir  Ali^cr- 
iii''-    t-    -.iir.ii    Uriii-li   M'^-rl,-  and  i,,  v.ikr  ,,iii  ,|||  i  ),.-i-,-.oii>   ;ui(l 
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^oods  not  !  icloii;,;- 
in,i;'  to  thr  1  '.rili.-^h 
nation.  "  Vtar 
after  WAV  tlu:  A!- 
,^crnif.^  --till  niain- 
taini'd  thuir  rixiit 
to  SLT.iTh  all  siiljis 
cncoiii!  I  rrnl  on 
the  Seas  ;  tlu)sc 
1  u  r  ii  i  >  h  c  (I  \\  ilh 
})a.-,sos  iroin  trib- 
u  t  r  -  ])  ;i  \  1 11  ,l;'  nai- 
tions  were  ])er- 
iniUt'd  1- )  ,1:0  iij-on 
their  \\':i\'  ;  llie 
otliers  We're  re- 
,i;anle(l  as  tlie  !e- 
,y'a]     l)re\'    of     tlie 

Algerian       l^e)\'iTn-  :■.   i  :.::;.  i   ■,:  iva 

nient.  To  our  sha;ne  it  innst  h  ■  r;")n['esse;l  that  u[)  to  the 
}'ear  iSoo,  the  Lhiiteil  .-^Lales  ais^)  had  pouredi  more  than  two 
million  dollars  of  tribute  niona-N'  into  the  coffers  of  the  (fev. 
In  that  }'ear  Ca})tain  Ikiinbridi^e,  in  a  United.  States  warship, 
came  to  Algiers  bringing  the  customar\'  "presents."'  Tlie 
de}'  commanded  him  to  become  his  messenger  and  carr\"  his 
despatches  to  Constantinople.  "The  English,  h'^rench,  and 
Spanish  captains  have  always  done  this  service  for  me  ;  }-ou 
also  })a\'  me  tribute,  and  you  also  are  mv  slaves.  '  And  the 
captain,  not  daring  to  take  action  without  orders,  ^\■as  forced 
to  swallow  the  insult  and  obey  the  insolent  coriimand.  lUit 
wheri  the  War  of  1812  hail  lx:'en  brought  to  a  successful 
termination,  there  came  a  change  in  the  attitutle  of  our  gov- 
ernment, and  it  is  to  oiw  credit  that  the  then  }'oungest  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world,  the  lAiited  States  ot  America,  was 
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thr  first  (if  all  the  nations  of  the  world  to  defy  the  de\-  and 
refusf  to  criiii^r  before  him.  "Millions  for  defense  but  not 
one  cent  fur  tribute  '  became  tlie  cr_\-  ot  an  indi.i^nant  people. 
It  was  in    iSi  ;  that  ("onnnodore  Decatur  ser\  ed  notice  on  the 

lid  not   under 

istance 

nish  any 

m  ore 

in  o  u- 

ey    for 

{  WW  u  ^ 

s    fath- 

}.)Ocket. 

i,L:;",L^ested 

uld  take 

ne  })o\s'- 

(ler  for  his  tleet.       "  The 

])o\\-der  \ou  shall  ha\'e  if 

\"ou  insist,      re])lied  Decatur, 

\nil   for   tile    tirst   time   in    liis 


!■■•    TH1-:    MKMf)P^•    r)i-- 
Tliris:.    WH'.     H  ■•.      .•■.    I'i-.kXIKIi     \r    SEA 


lilt     the      l);i 


witri    It. 


lii'-  tli<-  dr\-  ri-!ii-^i-d  a  ])roft'L-red  present.  .V  few  montfis 
lati-r  tin-  Ak'ti'liier^  lia\'in,u  c'ommitted  more  depredations  on 
'■m'  -iiipiunu.  til'-  ("oiiimodort;  in<!-ted  n])iiii  ])re'-i-ntinL;  them 
\v  !tli  a  l:^  lod  ri  iimd  of  tribute  in  tin-  torm  of  camio!i-ba!l>.  He 
i-aiinn-'-'l  ill--  i;ir-^<--t  fiauati-  of  tin-  jiirati-  tb-.-t  and  tln-<-ai<-n(Mi 
till-  i-ii\-  it-'li.  'bill-  t\i-\'.  tcrritii-d.  -in-d  tor  peace,  and  I'li  the 
■i'  '-K  I  ■:  1  )'<-;ii  i:;-  -  uallanl  -hip  lie  -i-n.-l  a  n'eat\-  \-a>tl\-  dif- 
]■  rei;i  ir.ii-,  ii;i  ir.-:itir-,  th.-it  In-  pfedece--^!  jr.-  lial  been  \\-ont 
!'■  n.ai.e  \-,;ii,  (  iii-!-t-:iii  p..\\ei--.  jb"  the  len;;-  el  ibi-  lreat\- 
lie  -.'ei-  ijeiine  e,  j-,  j.-i-,-  ;i,i  A !  1 .  i  ^ri  c;  1 1 1  -  held  a-  r-i;i\-e-,  pa\-  an 
;!"  :>■:,,::-'-,  .  :;!;■:  ;'•  ;  e  iime,  ■  :,',]  e;;i]ii ;  te  t  ut  in'e  n-ibuti-.  <  iiie  \-ear 
iiiter,  I  '  I'e  :t;-  l.ii^:i-!i  i:  'et  -ailed  mie  the  ii:ii-ber  < '\  AiL:ii-r- 
I  ii  ■  .!  b' •,  ;•  ]-::  'C  (  b.-l-'laii  -la\er\  -\\;i-  bi.-iiiauded.  'Idle 
(!•  \    i;:-iie  iia. ,-.    d'  '  a:  I'-c   ;    -  >:  ie\-,  w  h.-reiii  .mh  t  b-  ■    |-JiL;ii-!i    made 
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fast  their  ships  to  the  breakwater,  and  proceeded  in  a 
cool,  do^f^ed,  British  fashion  to  denioHsh  Algiers.  At  the 
first  broadside  five  iiundred  people  were  struck  down  in 
the  streets ;  and  when  Lord  Exinoutli  sailed  away,  one  half 
the  houses  in  the  cit}'  were  in  ruins,  and  the  entire  pirate 
nav}'  was  destroxed.  From  that  day  Christian  slavery 
ceased  to  exist.  The  Christian  nations  rej^ained  their  self- 
respect.  But  the  scourge  of  Christendom  was  only  scotched 
not  killed.  The  death-blow  was  withheld  for  fourteen  years. 
The  hand  of  France  had  long  been  raised  to  strike  it,  when  at 
last,  in  1830,  on  the  13th  of  June,  the  ruling  dey  of  Algiers, 
losing  his  temper,  tapped  the  French  consul  insolently 
in  the  face  and  brought  down  upon  himself  and  all  his 
rascally  crew  a  counter-blow,  struck  b}'  a  sea  and  land  force 
of  o\-er  forty  thousand  Frenchmen,  -a  blow  that  crushed 
fore\'er  this  nest  of  pirac\'  and  ga\'e  to  the  C(.)n(}uering  nation 
a  beautiful  cit\'  and  a  prox'ince  half  as  large  as  I^'rance. 
This  blow  was 
struck,  appropri- 
ately, on  the  4th 
day   of    July. 

Since  then  the 
r^reneh  liax'e  been 
peiiorming  mira- 
cle-^ oi  progress, 
and  to-da\'  Al- 
giers stands  as 
the  chirf  t^'tv  of 
the  I'^rench  colo- 
nial world.  It  is 
also  one  ol  the 
most  ])<)[.nilar  of 
the  iiianv  winter 
resorts    borderim:' 
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upon  tlu'  Mcditrrraiifan.  Tlir  suburbs  arc  cs})eciall}'  at- 
iractixr.  Tlu'}'  arc  the  haunt  ot  tourists  and  hcaltli-scckcrs. 
I'l-oiii  \hc  sh)i)cs  of  Mustapha  Supcricur  a  number  of 
cxcrhcnt  hotels  dominate  a  lo\el\-  prosi)eet.  Al,i;iers  itseh' 
hes  ,i^li'anmi,i;"  in  the  thstance.  A  band  of  _i;reen  marks  the 
Hue'  of  hiiuhvard  fortifications.  Thiui  be^^ins  the  aniplii- 
tlieater  formed  b\'  the  hei^^hts  of  Mustapha.  The  h)\\"e'r  part, 
thi_'  pit,  as  it  were,  is  occui)ied  l)y  factories  and  l)arracks  ; 
abo\c  in  tlic  (h'ess  circle  are  seated  in  hixuriant  j^ardens 
\ilkis  and  pensions  ;  and.  l"ii,i;"her  stiU.  perched  in  the  most 
connnanihn.i;"  situaticMis,  there  are  nia,<4'nificent  caravansaries 
e(pial  to  the  l)est  that  can  be  found  on  the  Riviera.  A 
(diarnnn,i;"  chmate  renders  out-of-door  htt;  deh.^htfuh  and  the 
hotels    provide    attractive    terraces    and    j^ardens    where    the 
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idler  or  the  convalescent  may  tind  the  truth  of  that  Italian 
saying',  C^Iic  do/re  J\ir  iiioitc.  It  is  indeed  sweet  to  do 
nothinj^-  at  Mustapha  Superieur.  To  establish  oneself  amid 
the  fair  surroundini^s  of  that  sul)urb  is  death  to  ener.i^v  :  am- 
bition to  see  slights  and  visit  mosques  and  palaces  is  crushed 
detinitely,  and  there  ensues  a  spell  of  lotus-eatin,t;\  which 
will  be  recalled  as  amont^'  the  most  delij^^iitful  features  of  our 
journey.  To  lovers  of  social  j^aieties  who  bring  the  proper 
introductions,  the  \illas  of  luiglish  and  American  winter 
residents  oj^en  their  hospitable  do(.)rs.  The  delights  of  ti\'e 
o  clocks,  high  teas,  and  dancing  parties  are  enhanced  a 
tliousiuidfold  b\'  an  ideal  environment. 

The  \-illas  are  usually  Moorish  in  design,  though  oc-cupied 
b\'  foreigners.  'Idle  Mocn's  thcmsehes  do  not  now  build 
daint}'  ])alaces  as  in  the  oKlcii  d;iys.  It  has  remained  for 
European   taste   and   wealth   to   create   here   on    the   shore   of 
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Atnca  thc-t;  tiiu'  Alhainbras  C(  uitaiiiiii^'  all  that  is  bL'>t  in 
MiMiri>li  art  rombiiit-tl  with  all  tht;  fiinlorts  <  >\  <iui"  cnit'irw 
Aii'l  thr  i^ardi/ii^.  in  the  iiml-t  ot  which  thoc  architi-rtural 
,::i;ii:-  art:  M_-t,  arc  lu-aiilitnl  hrynnd  (lr--('i"i}>ti(  ai.  'J'Ikw"  are 
iiiiniaturf  Kilcii-.  cfiiiiuri-d  into  (,'.\i-tciictj  Iw  the  nia^ic  of 
a    -'ii:iliorn    .-nii.       Jliit    ■x<-    iiMi^t    li-avt-   all    this. 

Til-'  <-it\-  ot  Ali^ar-,  (Icji-hiful  a>  it  i-,  will  not  sati-t\-  tlie 
tra\'fi'-r  who  li;i>  coin,-  i.)  sc^  the  proxincc  ot  Al,i;t,-ria.  Ka.il- 
\'.a\"-^  ha\'o  hroii-iit  twcii  the  ri-;iiote  ronirrs  (j\  tho  hiiid 
within  tlitj  r-aoh  <  ^i  tli()-e  who  do  not  Icar  tlu.-  di-e(jn;torts 
■ -1    -I' 'W    tr.iin-.       W'f    iiia\'    i;o    w'r-tward    toward   tlu-   thn\"inu 
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port  of  Oraii,  haltiii^^  at  Hainiiiain  Rirha,  where  a  huj^e  hotel 
has  been  built  to  acconiniodate  the  j)rosj^ective  x'isitors  to 
the  hot  s})riii^s  of  the  rej^ion.  Our  destination,  ho\ve\'er,  is 
not  Oran,  wiiich  is  a  modern  and  uninteresting  town,  but 
Tleingen,  once  the  proud  capital  of  a  Moorish  kingdom,  a 
rival  to  the  kingdoms  of  Fez  and  of  Granada. 

But  even  Tlemgen  already  shows  the  impress  of  her 
I'Vench  masters,  and  her  structures  form  a  motlev  ensemble 
of  crude  and  semi-European  buildings,  ^\■ith  here  and  there 
the  remains  of  a  Moorish  arch,  or  a  fragment  of  Arabic 
tracery.  Splendid,  indeed,  must  have  been  the  Tlem^en  of 
the  Middle  Ages,  when  within  her  walls  there  lived  a  popula- 
tion of  a  hundred  thousand.  One  of  the  daintiest  bits  of  old 
Tlem^en  may  be  found  in  all  its  picturesque  decay  near  the 
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Mi)>i]iic  (it  .Sidi  1  )()U  Mc(liin.'.  not  tar  from  the  'rimiCfii  of 
lM-ila\  .  \\\;  make  our  wax  across  \acant  tirlds,  once  the 
site  of  a  capital  renowned  tor  Juxarx'  and  learnin;^",  to  the 
tin\"  handet  wlu-re.  thron,L;li  man\"  wars  an<l  con(jnests,  has 
l>een  preser\  ed  iiHicli  rit  the  j^race  and  beautx'  oi  the-  (dd 
Arahic  art  and  architecture.  Arabic-  in  more  tfian  architec- 
ture- is  that  htth'  detacdied  (]uarter.  It  boasts  tht-  \'irtue 
of  nund)eriii,i:"  not  a  sin,i;K;  uid)ehe\er  amonj^^  its  iidiabitants, 
whik'  burieil  in  its  nio-.(|ue  are  man\'  saints  oi  Iskun,  and  in 
its  ruined  coliei;e  the  Koran  is  taui^^ht  b\'  an  a,^"ed  taleeb. 
Few  know  the  hi^tory  of  Tk-mcen,  yet  it  is  a  subject  worth\' 
the  soni;'  of  an  epic  poet.  .\rabic  Instorians  teh  us  that 
[)roud  ddenn;en  had  alreadx'  un(k_-r,Lione  man\"  sieves  and 
as^auks  when  Mukii  Vakul),  sultan  of  l-\-/,  came  to  a\'en;^e 
a  fancied  w  ronj^'  and  to  assert  his  powe-r.  He  came  pre[)ared 
to  achie\-e  her  conquest,  cost  what  it  nh.uht.  His  ])lan  was 
most  ambitious,  in(dudin^"  as  it  did  the  fr)undinj.^  of  a  new 
cn\  close  at  hand,  where  lu-  and  his  court,  his  a,rm\'  and 
Ins    people.     nn,<4ht    dwell     in     lu.xurx'   while    carrvini^'    on    the 
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siege  which  he  foresaw  would  be  a  lengthy  one.  That  the 
city,  which  he  created  and  named  Mansoura,  was  no  mere 
warrior  camp,  is  visibly  proved  by  the  massive  walls  which 
still  remain.  Within  their  confines,  mosques,  palaces,  and 
dwellings  sprang  up  as  if  by  magic  until  Mansoura,  the  be- 
sieging camp,  rivaled  in  splendor  and  in  size  the  closely 
invested  but  valiantly  defended  Tlemgen.  As  the  walls  of 
the  towering  minaret  of  Mansoura  have  outlived  the  glory 
of  the  city  over  which  it  watched  in  other  days,  so  did  the 
struggle  for  the  possession  of  Tlemgen  outlive  the  man  who 
gave  it  birth, —  outlive  his  son,  —  both  being  poisoned  by  their 
servitors  ;  and  as  the  minaret  is  now  falling  a  prey  to  time, 
so  did  time  end  that  mighty  struggle  by  wearying  the  com- 
batants on  both  sides.  Strange  destiny.  Tlem^en  vowed  to 
destruction  exists  to-day,  infused  with  new  life,  while  Man- 
soura the  haughty,  sacked  and  pillaged  after  the  departure 
of     the     ^Moorish 


hosts,     has    seen 
her  two  hundred    ! 
and  fifty  deserted    [■ 

i 

acres   p  1  a  n.  ted    f 
\\-  i  t  h     vines     bv    , 
later   generations 
of    her    enemies,    i 
her  walls  and  tow-    ? 
ers  broken  1)\"  the    I; 
weight    of    }'ears. 
The     minaret 
of     Mansoura,     a 
huge  S(iuare  tow- 
er nearly  a   liun- 
(Irt'd  and  iift}'  feet 
in  height,  a[)})ears 
intact    from    one 
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pi>int  of  \'ii,'\\",  while  from  another  It  is  a])])ai"eiitl\'  In  niuis. 
\\  c  art-  assured  that  this  coiulition  ot  partial  tlcoax"  pr(_)\"L'S  the 
endiirlni:'  worth  of  the  lahnr  of  the  Prophet  s  followers  and  its 
supL'rioritx'  o\-er  that  of  uul)elie\'ers  ;  tor  the  walls  that  ha\'e 
(•rr.nil)le(l  and  tallen  were  huilt  1)\'  Christian  sla\es  and  Jc^^'s. 
while  the  walls  reared  1)\'  Moslem  masons  ha\'e  surcesstulh 
re^i>ted  the  attaidcs  ( )i  time. 

TiuaunL:'    Irom    Tlemcen    and    its    sou\"emrs    of    the    dead 
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past,  we  journey  eastward  by 
rail,  crossing  a  fertile  rej^ion 
where  the  prosperous  farms 
of  the  I*"rench  colonists  tell 
of  an  active  present  and  a 
hopeful   future. 

Throu.i^h  the  kindness  of 
a  friend  we  ^\■ere  invited  to 
visit  the  estate  of  a  French 
i^entleman,  son  of  a  pioneer 
i:i  this  new  land.  Arriving' 
;it  the  gatewa}'  of  a  fortress- 
like  residence  far  from  the 
railwa}'  line,  we  hnd  the 
entire  family  arra}'ed  to  give 
us  a  welcome.  Although 
our  host  is  French,  our  host- 
ess is  an  English  woman, 
\vho  is  thoroughly  in  s}"m- 
])athy  \\ith  her  husband  in 
his  braN'e  attempt  to  found 
a  Christian  home  in  this  still 
savage  region.  This  home  they  call  the  "  Ferme  St.  Jean.  " 
The  various  buildings  open  only  on  the  inner  court-}'ard. 
[iresenting  to  the  outer  work!  formidable  \\'alls  piercetl  here 
and  there  by  a  loc^phole  or  a  narrow  window.  Ever}'  farmer 
is  (.)r  has  been  a  soldier,  and  e\"er\'  farm-house  ma\'  on  short 
notice  be  conx'erted  into  a  militar}'  strcMighold.  The  daws 
of  Arab  outbreaks  ari-  of  too  recent  date  to  warrant  the 
erection  of  dainty  isolated  houses.  We  x'isit  the  wine-  and 
oIi\-e-presses.  the  stables,  granaries,  and  gardens  of  "St. 
John's  h^irm.  '  The  colonist  s  life  is  ncit  by  an\'  means  a 
la/\'  one.  l:^\'er\'  morning  our  host  is  earl_\"  in  the  saddle, 
galloping  awaw    tirst   to  direct   the   work   of   Arab  laborers  in 
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the  distant  lifMs,  tlu-ii  to  tlu-  lu-ii^hboriiii^  town  to  transact 
iiiij)!  irtant  business,  the  sale  of  wine,  tlie  puia-hase  of 
!iiaehiiier\'  or  supjjlies.  "I  >hall  rest,  he  said,  "  N\hen  I 
am  oj(h  \'on  see,  he  a(.l(le(h  pointin,i;'  to  his  little  arni\'  of 
tow-lieaded  and  lusty  An,^l(j-Sa.\o-l-d'anco-Algerians,  ''there'll 
be  no  laid-:  of  xoini,^;"  Duloujns  to  niana.i^t-  in\'  affairs  \\dien  I 
-hall   ha\e  earned  in_\'  ri,t;ht  to  Kdsure.  W'e  could  but  ailniit 

that  there  was  e\"er_\"  prospe'Ct  that  tlie  farm  would  not  pass 
out  of  the  fannh'.  Wdth  their  mother  s  15ritish  pluck,  their 
father  s  bd'en(di  cle\'erness,  and  the  knowledi^e  that  to  them 
and  to  their  ,i;eneration  the  world  looks  for  the  bihhling  of 
New"  bdance  and  for  the  ])erpetuation  of  an  enlightened 
L;o\'ermiient  uj)on  the  slujres  oi  the  Dark  Continent,  Nvliat 
iiia\'  the^e  Noungsters  not  a(^com})lish  in  tlie  cause  ot  libertx" 
and  progress?  Thev'  ma\'  indeed  acc(jniijlish  nnich,  but  not 
unless  they  are  (-on.tent  Xo  re-  pg^s.^a^ii^ir" -^'^ ' ^!^'  -^■^&:m^ 
main  (-olonists,  to  torget  that  |j 
the\'  are  I'd'enchmeii,  to  ("on- 
'jUer     that     almost     irresistible 

nnpulse    of   the    l"ren(dmian   to   ^  ^ 

ru->h  to  the  boulexards  ol  Paris   '"■  ,-■■* 


T    V 


A      FORT)   l.-S-i. IKK     K)sl'KNCt; 


TIIH    MAXSOUKA    TOWER.    TLKMCHN' 


CITIES  OF  THE  BARBARV  COAST 


65 


WFrroMK 


soon  as  he  has  gained  a 
small  competency.  If 
the  hTcncii  colonist 
would  invent  a 
word  for  //omc, 
jl  and  apply  it  with 
.  all  his  heart  to 
this  land  he  has 
- .,/  concjuered  and  has 
•  adopted  ;  if  he  would 
resolve  to  live  and  die 
as  an  Alj^erian  and  in  Al.^eria, 
and  to  do  his  work  and  conduct  his  affairs  in  this  intent,  the 
go\-ernment  would  not  find  ever}'  }'ear  that  awful  deficit  in 
Alj^erian   finances. 

I'^rance  has  s^iN'en  freely  of  her  hlood  and  of  her  ^'old  to 
win  this  province  for  her  children.  She  has  established  her 
dominion  from  the  borders  of  Tripoli  to  the  borders  of 
Morocco  and  from  the  Mediterranean  to  the  Sahara.  She  has 
created  means  of  conmiunication  in  the  desert,  and  throu<^h 
the  wild  mountainous  re.i^ions  ;  slu'  has  prepared  the  tields  for 
the  laborers,  but  the  laborers  come  onI\'  in  small  numbers  or 
come  with  the  hope  o{  a  speed}'  return 
to  h^rance  as  their  chief  preoc 
tion.  The  future  prosperit}' 
A],i;eria  is  ]ir()l)k'matical.  A^ 
an  in\'estment  b^'ench  Al- 
i.^eria  is  a  .i^i.t^aiitic  failure. 
As  a  })root  ot  tlif  wonder- 
ful administrati\'e  j^enius 
of  the;  I'reuch,  Al^ii^ria  is 
a  sutTess.  .Vs  a  trainin,^;' 
L;"r()und  tor  the  armii^s  o 
the   future,  Algeria  is  iiivali 
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able-     to     I'raiicr.        This     littl 
.L;iii.'iji^c  r<[    the  N'fW  Atri(Mii 
]-"raiu:r  has  incrfasL-il   ( lur 
ilfsiia:     to     know     what 
this  land    ^\■as   like  \>-- 
lorc    the    cijinini;'     ot 
the     Gatih     and     we 
ask,   "  Wdiat    oi    the 
(jri^inal     inhabitants 
of    liarbarx'  ?      W  hat 
of    tlie   people   who 
dwelt  in  tile  land  e\'en 
before  tlie  Romans,   the 
\"andals.  or  the  Arabs  had 
swept  over  it  ?      Wdiat  (J  the 
people  fotnid  already   on  the   scene    at    the   dawn    of   history  ? 
Have    the}'    been    exterminated    by     sitcces>i\'e    coniiuests? 
Let    nie  in   repl}'  crjndnct  you   into  a   moimtain  re.yion  called 
Kabylia,  where  we  shall  hnd  our  answer.     The  Kab}'le  Moun- 
tains  lie  about   sevent\'    nnles    east    of    the    cit\"    of    Alijiers. 
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The  railwa}'  brin.i^s  us  t(^  thu  foothills  —  to  Ti/i-Ouzou, 
whence  ^\"e  proceed  l)\'  (lili^i^eiice.  Our  destination  is  P"(n"t 
National,  a  nnlitarx'  cnitpost  of  the  French,  ])erched  on  a 
rid,^'e  seeniin-^l}'  inaccessible  ;  and  while  our  coach,  cluins}', 
shaky,  and  ililapuiated  slowh'  creaks  on  its  cornplainini^'  \\"ay 
o\er  the  nuMnitain  road,  the  dri\'er  tells  us  the  stran.i^'e  names 
I  if    the    l\ab\le    villages    that    crown    e\'er\'    mountain-top   in 
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si,S4"lit.  TIil;  fertile  slopt^s  ari-  ^i^ivcu  to  the  culture  of  the 
C)li\'e  and  the  i'v^.  Peactiful  indeed  is  the  scene,  and  de- 
lightful our  slow  ascent.  W'e  almost  forj^et  the  blood  that 
has  been  sheil  l)y  I'rancc;  in  penetratin,^'  this  region  to  estab- 
lish }"onder  post,  and  the  h()[)cdessl\'  heroic  defense  of  the 
brave  Berber  Kab\des,  who  from  their  mountain  \'illaijes  bore 
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diiwii  iipMii  till'  iiixaders  and  toui^ht  with  a  coura,i;e  and 
(ii-li-riniiiat  !i  )ii  liiirn  ot  the  proud  consciousness  that  ne\'er 
m  tin-  lii-t'i;-\  m|  l'>;irb;ir\'  had  their  land  been  \'iolated  b\' 
:i  t'li-ri'.;!!  t''-.  lviiiii;iii.  \;iiid;d,  :ind  Arab  liai  1  al  i  ke  i'ec(  li  led 
bi'liii-'-  tin-  ;i^-aiih  I  >|  ilic~.e  li;ird\"  uk  lUiitanieeix.  \]\\i  wlijit 
ail    Inriii.-!"    iii\:idcr-    had    tail'-d    to    do.    the    bd'eindi    in     1S3- 
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tinally  accomplished,  and  b\'  means  of  the  construction  of  I'^ort 
National  they  hope  to  maintain  their  intiuence,  althouj^^h  they 
can  never  subdue  in  spirit  the  vancpiished  Kab\de  race. 
Peace —  for  the  present  —  rei^^^ns. 

Within  the   walled  con  hues   of   tlie   {)ost    a   little   cit}'   has 
arisen  with  its  churches,  cafes,  ^i  hotels,  and 


prcnnenacu-s. 
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in]ial.)it<r(l  \)v  abnut  three  hundred  h'^reiicli  ci\'ihans  and  a 
hirue  i:arrison.  It  \\;is  the  e\'enin,<4'  befcn'e  JCaster  that  I 
arri\ed  at  this  I fotcl  ih's  Touristcs.  haxdni^'  ascended  from 
the  xaUexs  in  a  sta,i;e-c<)ach  so  ercnvded  that  the  onl\'  place 
a\ailabie  for  nie  was  in  an  Arab  s  lap. 

]:Laster  Sunda}'  dawned  i^loriously  fair,  and  at  an  early 
hour  We  nioinited  our  inules  for  an  expedition  or  rather  a 
jikuige  nito  Kab}'ha.  Wdiere  could  we  ha\'e  found  a  more 
ins})irin,L;'  tem})le  in  which  to  worshi})  that  Easter  mornin,i4  ? 
Wdiat   grander  al-  -.         tar  than  the  snow- 


ca[)peti    cnani  ^-- ••■-^^•.-  -      .    , 

<'f  the  Djurdjura  Atlas,  that  like  a  reredos  of  ,i^"leaming 
marble  litts  its  imposm,^"  mass  a.^amst  the  azure  dome  of 
iieaxaii  !  .^b)r^m,l:■  \"apors  rise  like  cl<  nids  i  it  inceiisf  to 
(i!\fl<ip  it.  lake  a  uri-at  (dioir-screeii,  a  ran^'e  of  lesser 
ni' 'Untaiii--  dark  and.  -recii  is  extended  between  us  and 
thai  in\  i<  i];il)lc  ;dtar,  I'jion  their  crests  we  ma\'  discern  in 
'!  -Mea.u-  riin-t  thi-  ti\>'  su]iei-l)l\-  situated  \illau"es  ^A  the  famous 
Kali\i'-    tl"lb'-.    ill'-     I'm-IiI    \'oIllli.        ddle    iikjeCt     of    i.UI"da\    SfX- 

eur-i''!!  i-  t')  ;-<-aidi  th' i-i-  i  !i:-tant  crt.->ts,  and  t^  attain  thi-m 
\M  n.u-t  piimL,^-  lilt-,  th'-  d--i'th->  of  the  intL-rxenini:  \"aile\'s. 
an  i,    eri)--im:    ;i    turbi;!iiit    i"i\';r,   cdimb   the    ju'ecipitijus    hank 
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of  the  opposiiii;'  ridi^e.  As  we  descend  a  rockv  pathway, 
verdure  Hned,  we  see  above  us  other  villages  that  mysteri- 
ously appear,  and  a  moment  later  vanish,  as  our  downward 
zigzag  progress  reNeals  new  vistas.  We  have  turned  aside 
from  the  highroad  constructed  b}'  the  French  and  find 
ourseh'es  upon  the  narrow  mule-trails  worn  by  centuries  of 
use.  In  addition  to  these  trails  there  is  a  network  of  b\'- 
paths,  short  cuts  from  trail  to   trail.      Along  these  dizzy  j)aths 


\\oMi:.N  OF    iHK  in-; 


we  see  the  Kal)}'le  children  dashing  recklessly;  yet,  educated 
as  they  are  upon  the  mountain-tops,  the}'  know  no  fear  and 
would  fe(.'l  out  of  plac-e  on  Uwl-I  ground.  Not  less  sure- 
footed are  the  women  of  the  tribe,  th(^se  picturestjue  Rebec- 
cas whom  we  tind  at  e\er\'  well.  —  the  task  of  carr\ing  water 
being  woman  "s  prixilege  while  the  men  reserx'e  the  right  of 
doing  all  the  sewing.  I'nlike  her  Moorisli  sisters  of  the 
cities,  the  Kal)\  le  wife  dt^es  not  conceal  her  face,  but,  thouy'h 
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t-n i(>\"ii!i;'  ,i^r(.-atcr  apparent  trccdoiii,  slie  is  none  the  less  her 
hushaiiil  >  >!a\a-.  The  inai"ria,i;'e  custDnis  of  tlic  Kab}lcs  are 
brutalK'  nureeiiar}'.  The  lather  har,L:ains  with  tlie  ])r()spec- 
ti\'e  S( 'n-in-law  as  ti>  tlie  price  at  wliich  tile  dau^Tte'r  shall  be 
sol'l,  the  >iun  \'ar\"in,u'  trnni  tiit\"  tn  a  thousand  trancs,  accord- 
ing:' til  the  lieautx'  of  the  ,uirl :  then  after  ci.-rtain  feastin,^"s  ani] 
te-ti\"itie>,  in  which  the  poor  maiden  diitjs  not  ]xirticipate, 
slu-  i>  deh\"ered  at  the  house  ot  her  tuturt;  lord,  \vh(_),  <lrci\vi'ng 
his  knite,  {)resses  its  })Mint  ujjon  her  head,  that  she  nia\'  know 
that  he  is  to  be  the  master,  she'  tlie  sia\'t;.  Rt.-nieinberin,y; 
these  thniL^s.  ])ity  is  imn.uled  with  our  adnn'ration  for  the 
j^irlish  beaut\'  'A  these    mountain   maidens,  a  beaut\'  undoubt- 
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eclK'  inherited  from  liuropean  ancestors,  for  scholars  tell  us 
that  into  Kabx'lia  has  drifted  the  debris  of  nian_\'  a  Cireek  and 
Roman  colonw  Ilapp}'  in  tht;  i,i;"norance  of  what  the  future 
has  in  store  for  tlu'm,  these  })rett\'  little  savages  <^"reet  us  with 
such  merr\'  demands  tor  j)ennies  that  our  store  of  coj)pers 
cpiickK'  melts  awa\'  in  the  sunshine  of  their  smiles.  Perhaps 
the  little  one  who  i^a/es  so  frankly  at  us  with  her  fine  hv^ 
e\es  is  already  sold.  She  ma\"  be  destined  to  abuse  and 
nei^iiect  ;  \'ears  of  hard  labor  are  her  certain  lot,  and  possibly, 
when  she  shall  ha\"e  lost  her  }-outhful  charm,  her  husband, 
with  the  sanction  of  the  Rabyle  law,  will  di\'orce  lier  b}'  utter- 
in,!.;'  a  simple  formula  that  instanth'  unties  the  marriage  knot. 
The  law,  liowex'er,  permits  her  to  remarr\'  after  a  certain 
lapse  of  time,  the  most  curious  part  of  the  situation  being 
that  if  she  does  remarr\"  and  her  father  recei\'es  a  second  sum 
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of  piircliasr  iiii)iu'\',  hu-haiid  Nd.  i  iiia\'  intcrx'enc  ami 
ileiiiainl  a  rt-t  iin<]in.!4'  "t  '''-^  (irii^iiial  iiu'L-stnu'iit.  Stran,L;t:l\' 
(iioiiuli,  a  man  ma\'  not  i"rmarr\'  Ins  own  dixorfH.-d  widow, 
iwcii  it  lu'  Ik;  so  dis})0>cd,  until  slu-  lias  been  married  to  a 
-ccond  Ini^band  and  tor  a  second  time  dix'orce'd.  L'jjon  such 
remarria,i;('  witli  liusband  X<3.  i,  tile  fatlier  of  the-  bride  ma_\' 
ai^ain  mal<e  demand  f(jr  tlie  pavnieiit  of  tlie  jjriee,  doubtless 
a  lower  one  than  tliat  first  j)aid,  the  son-in-law  bein,;^'  looked 
upon  as  a  wholesah;  customer,  and  the  \\"ite,  in  all  proba- 
bilitw  ha\"in,^  j^aiiied  nothing  in  beaut\'  with  the  march  of 
time.       ]]ut  ]ia])p_\'  is  the  wife  who,  as  the   mother  of  a   lusty 
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IN     THK    Vil.LAl.K    SIRKKIS 

Kabxie  bo\',  is  assured   the   f 
of    her    lord    and    niaste 
the  rij^ht  to  wear  upon  li 
brow    in    token     of     tht 
fact,  that  curious  bit  of 
jeweh'}',   a   siK'er   (Hsk 
adorned   with   bits  of 
coral    and    e  n  a  ni  e  1  .     ;. 
We  saw  coniparatixeK'    ■• 
few   of    them. 

I'he  complexions  ( >! 
the  women  have  sufferei 
from   the   ra\a^i\s    of    ti 
and  of   the  tattooer,  an 


So 


(:iTIi:S   ()!•    I'Hli  I'.ARl'.ARY  COAST 


j;i.,\IMN(,     l-(jk     HKACl-.l.k  I  .s 


ideas  r,{  drcssiiiakiiiL;'  are  certainh'  rudimentary.  A  sinj^ie 
pirctj  of  f4(K)d-^,  sc\'cral  }'ards  in  len<;th,  is  draped  about  the 
form,  and  tucked  and  folded  aii<l  ])iimed  until  it  takes  on.  the 
Si  inblance  of  a  i^own,  wliicdi,   thou,^li      ,..<^ 


simple,  is  not  inartistic-.      Po\-ertv 
ti-mpts  one    of    the    matrrjns  to 
-(  11    me    the    ji-wed    u])on    JK^r 
f>  iriht-ad.     Tin-;  t  I'an^action 
ci'i-ati-:^  a  >tir  in  the  \"illa,i4f,       ir^ 
and.     ill     lf>s    time    than  it 
{:'.]■■.'■-    to    t(dl     it,     we    arc 
,-i!!'ri  iiiiidi  d  1)\'  a  er'  iwd  >  A 
in;p'  ii-lMiim;^  hi:^l);i  nd-^,  all 
le.-p  !!\'  eu'  i'  ■:!  \  '  '\'\\i'^    1 '  i   di--- 
1 "  >-'•,   ;it   ;i   li;i  iid,^.  >ii ..-    pr,  ,tit , 
o!   {]'.<■  rmi-r\    (it    i !  M'n'  im  i  idi\ 
(■•  -mplainn;'^   w  W'  -. 
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Silver  bracelets,  anklets,  brooclies,  coral-studded 
ornaments  for  head  and  neck,  old  coins   that   ha\(' 
been  lyin,!4  hidden  for  decades       all  these  and  a  hun- 
dred other  stran.i^e  and   curious   belon,^: 
are   offered  to  us  at  prices  that  show  a 
flattering-    opinion     of     our    pecuniary 
standing.        Like    all    semi-barbarous 
people   the    Kabyles   are   possessed  of    ; 
an     innate    love    for    j^aud}'    ])ersonal 
adornment,  and  no  family  is  so  poor  bi 
that   on   festal   days   its   members   ma\' 
public    loaded    with     jewels    that    in 
kaleidosco{)ic    effect    are    certainly  the 
mt)st   remarkable    that    we    ha\'e    e\"er 

The}'  care  not  that  mere  coral  takes  the 
place  of  rul:»ies  ;  that  base  metal  replaces 
sih'er,  and  that  much  of  the  enamel  is  little  better  than  mere 
paint.  What  the}'  are  after  is  the  effect,  and  more  effectix'e 
jewelry   is   seldom    seen.        We    bou,i;ht   a   .i^eiierous   (piantit}'. 

Imai^ine  my  sur})rise  ui)on  l^ein,^'  accosted   in   one   of   these 
villat^es  b\'  a  smilini^'  Kabx'le.  who  exclaimed  with  a  distincth' 
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American  accent,  "Ah,  tlicre,  mister  I  I  saw  \"ou,  sir,  on 
the  Midwa}'.  "  The  speaker  had  S})ent  six  months  in  Chi- 
ca,i;o  selhn^M\abyle  jewehy   at   the    Worlds   ¥'d\r.      Members 
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lit  the  n-ii!i^  .m-ncration  pohtelx'  si>eak  to  us  in  excellent 
hreiifti.  (  )iie  little  bo\-  who  ser\ed  ns  as  a  ,^uide  displaxed 
SMcli  a  k;iowle<l,i^e  of  .i^e^o^rajjlix'  and  the  simple  sciences  as 
to  (  \(  Ite  iHir  wonder.  "Where,  we  asked  him,  "  ha\e 
\''ii  l.;irn<d  ^o  mufdi  ?  \'oin"  taleeb>  who  teach  xou  to  read 
tile  Koran    ni    the    nioSipie    know     ni)thin,L;"    ot     these    thin,i:s. 

No,  he  I'tpiied.  '"the  talecbs  do  not  know  as  nuich  as  I. 
for  1  ,t:o  to  thf  I'l^nudi  xdiool.  1  1!  take  \ou  there,  it  is  not 
far,       and  a  nn'mein  later  \\f    were    m    the    nndst    (A   a   .uroup 
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of  Kal)yle  schoolboys,  who,  capptd  with  red  fezes,  look 
more  like  a  bed  of  })oppies  than  ought  else. 

A  number  of  these  schools  have  been  established  in  the 
mountains,  and  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  supplement  the 
meager,  almost  useless,  instruction  received  by  the  children 
from  their  native  teachers.  We  are  told  that  the  intelligence 
and  aptness  of  many  of  tht;  pupils  promise  nuich  for  the 
future  of  the  Kab\le  race,  a  brave,  industrious  people  lacking 
only  education  to  make  them  worthy  citizens  of  the  nation 
to   which  they  now  owe  allegiance. 

Still  guided  by  our  little  friend,  we  reached  an  hour  later 
the  retreat  of  a  famous  "  Marabout,  '  or  saint,  perched  on  an 
isolated  peak.      The   power   of   the    Marabouts,  self-appointed 
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riprcsciilati\'i.:s  of  (lod,  is  still  considerable,  and  as  ]oii,l;'  as 
it  endures,  tin:  I'd'enrh  will  lind  in  them  the,  bittere>t  and 
ino'-t  eftectixe  eneiiiii/s  of  pro,i;"ress.  The  rewrence  with 
whifdi  our  l)o\'  companion  j^rt-eted  the  ai^ed  saint  proxed  how 
(leipK'  he  \\a>  im[)rt'-sed  1)\'  the  supposed  holiness  of  the.  old 
traud.  1  do  not  hesitate  to  call  him  such,  ior  to  m\"  re- 
r-pt;etlul  com[)linients  lu;  replied,  "  VeS,  \()U  are  ri^^ht.  I 
am    a    niia'   hn|\-  man  ;    \<)U   oiii^ht    to    j-;i\t'    nie.    mone\'.  Of 

eour.-t:  w'e  made,  a.  con t rihut ion ,  and  wheai  \\  e  saw  the 
mi-craMe  jfilL^ianis  I\iii,^  roundahoui  i-olK-d  in  straw  mats, 
and  haiaird  tlial  tin  \-  all  rcceixc  at  the  hands  ot  our  saiiitK' 
ho^t  hoth  loiwl  ;iiid  .-shelter,  \\-f  did  not  in  []\v.  least  he.^rud^^e 
tilt-    -lit.       Slid     We     could    not     hut    distrust     the    (diaritahlt^ 
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motives  of  the  hermit,  for  we  remembered  that  the  Kab\"les 
would  never  have  joined  the  iiisurj^ents  chirinj^'  the  j^reat 
re\'ok  of  1S71  had  not  the  Marabouts  proclaimed  a  holy 
war  and  used  their  influence  with  the  if^norant  to  ur^^e  the 
people  on  to  battle.  To  them  ^\"as  due  the  rising  of  the 
entire  rej^ion,  and  on  tlieir  heads  rests  the  Ijlood  shed  bv 
friend  and  foe.  And  as  we  approach  the  village  of  Icher- 
ridhen.  around  which  ra^ed  the  fiercest  conthcts  Ijoth  of  the 
war  of  occupation  and  of  the  revolt,  I  need  not  remind  }'ou 
that  the  Kabyles  are  S})lendid  lighters.  For  centuries  they 
were  uncon(pieral)le  and  their  mountain  liome  inxdolable. 
Is  not  the  word  "Zouave  '  a  word  that  si.i;nities  all  that 
is  brave,  brilliant,  and  daring  in  a  soldier,  merely  a  corrup- 
tion of  the  name  of  a  famous  Kabyle  tribe,  the  "Zwawa'  ? 
The  ori,i;inal  Zoua\'e  regiments  were  formed  liere  in  Algeria. 
They  were  composed  of  French  and  Kab}de  lighters,  selected 
from    among    the    bravest    of    the    brave.      Later  the   nati\e 
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soldiers  were  formed  into  separate 
battalions,  under   the    name  of 
Turcos  "  ;    but    the    CcMiti- 
nental    Zouaves    retained 
.    the    n  a  t  i  \' e    dress    and 
name, —  a    name     that 
has   since   become    in 
almost  ever\'  countr}' 
in   the   world  a  s}n- 
on}'m    for    militar}' 
accurac}',   skill,    and 
darin<4.        One     cus- 
tom may  exj)lain  the 
s})lcndid   stand    made 
b\-    these     untutored 
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iiiountaiueLTs  aj^aiiist  the  trained  armies  of  the  French,  who 
under  Macniahon  in  iS57and  under  Lalleniand  in  iS/i  found 
them  such  worthy  adversaries.  Upon  the  e\'e  of  war  the 
}'Oun,i4'  men  of  all  tribes  were  enrolled  in  a  S{)ecial  corps  called 
the  "  Immessebelen.  "  These  men  were  looked  upon  by 
their  families   as   already  dead,  and  funeral   prayers   were    re- 


\\"v  i.:\i-:kn-   iikigh 


pe;!ted  o\'er  tlirni  when  tliev  marched  out  to  battk'.  Their 
rii;ht  t«)  li\'e  could  be  redeemed,  only  by  a  \dctorious  return. 
I'piin  them  were  impressed  the  assurances  of  tlie  Marabouts 
that  heax'en  would  be  the  reward  of  the  slain,  and  that  per- 
petual disi^rat^e  would  o\erwheim  those  \\'ho  should  outli\'e 
dete::t.        TheSi:    \'er\'    hill-;    h::\r    wituessrd     sucli     d.<>fd.s    of 
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li'>pelr?s  lu-rnisiii  as  couM  lia\-c  been  insjjirt-il  oiil}"  1j\'  the  tiriii 
coin'ictKjn  tliat  (leatli  infant  jiarailise,  (K;t\/at  lifu-Itjii.:^-  dis- 
honor. Such  Were  anil  are  the  people  who  inhabit  these 
cl'>n<llan<l  \-i]la,u"es.      CoiiM  we  sweej)  the  entire  panorama,  no 

ilred     Milages     \\-oul(l 


ewt-r    than    two    hun- 

><:   re\'ea]ed  to  us. 
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far,  but  each  on  an  aspirin<^^  heij^ht.  Xe\'er  shall  I  for.s^et 
the  spectacle  that  .greeted  us  the  morn  of  our  departure, — ■ 
i^reat  banks  of  cloud  Idled  tht'  abysmal  \'alle_\s  and  the  hill- 
top settlenumts  stood  forth  like  tin\'  island  cities  m  the    imdst 


:i.    K  WTAK  A 


of  a  storm-tossed  fc^amy  sea,  a  unique  archipela,i;o  suspended 
like  the  cofthi  of  Mohannned  betwc'en  the  earth  and  skv. 
Eeavin,L;'  Kab\lia  we  tra\el  eastward  across  the  re,<^ion  of 
the  IIi,L;h  Plateaux  t(i  Constantine,  a  lon^^'diay's  ride  by  rail 
from  Aljjiers.      "  Wdiere    shall    we    lind    words    with  which  to 
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describe  this  most  astonishing^'  of  cities?"  This  is  our 
thdUL^ht  ;is  we  cri")ss  an  ania/in<^'  bridi^e,  spanninj:^  a  ra\'ine 
seeininL;h'    bottomless.      The    brid^-^e    is    called    by   the    Arabs 


«^ 


If; 


111  l\ant;ir:i,  "  T/ic  1  iridic  tor  it  i-  a  uiiiiiue  link,  bind- 
iiii:  ti:'-  'Mty  t'l  tlh:  1  itji^li b' irim;'  plateau,  on  the  ed,L:"e  of  which 
'■';;■  riiilway  train  ha-  halted,  panting'  as  if  in  terror.  W'e  di; 
i:'t  iuli\"  r-aii/,r  thf  nuU'\-eI(;us  sitnati'in  of  the  place  until  the 
!i.;>ld^''  ' -t  til'-  'hridL^r  ir.  reaclu'd  :  but  as  our  conch  \\inrl>  u- 
'-V'-r  t!.:'.l  ;ir.  !i  - 't  -tin-l.  We  See  a  -i-lit  that  almost  make-  u- 
-huO'i.-r.  (  )ur  :::i/--  plr.;!_:>--  d- iwn  and  di  iwn  between  i^reat 
v>a':-  •!  !--'k  mO'  :i  n.-i::!  -i:.di  a-  no  ritx'  in  the  wurld  can 
b  ''i-t.   -i.  i:.  ''ir  i:\  ■■  ii;n:dr-  1  i>-i'r  m  di'[)tli,  i  •\'erhunL;  b\-  ddtanic 
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walls  of  rock,  the  battlements  of  which  are  human  dwellin^^s. 
I')Ut  entering''  this  cit}'  of  contrasts  and  surprises,  we  lind  that 
its  streets  and  scjuares  do  not  suggest  its  perilous  situation. 
We  might  be  in  a  city  of  the  plains  for  aught  the  interior  of 
Constantine  reveals  to  us.  Among  the  buildings  of  the  city 
the  oidy  one  that  offers  much  of  interest  is  the  palace  of 
the  last    ruler    or  bey  of    Constantine,    the   heartless  autocrat 
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El  Hadj  AhiiiLMi, 
whose  carcfi"  <>t 
criiiu;  was  (-  u  t 
short  \)V  tlu'  con- 
<]iujst.  The  fx- 
ti-:i"ior  of  his  aho(lc 
.UU'cs  lilth:  i)r<  iiii- 
i--tj  of  the  '^()V- 
,L:'■nu^lh■-^s  wiihiii, 
w  li  I-  r  (■  w  f  arc 
,i:r(;tjti:il  h\'  a  sccikj 
rcSuinhhiiL:  ill  ta  ii- 
ta-iic  <lf-.i-ii  ;iii(l 
j^nudy  coh.riiii^  a 
>ta.U(:  .-rtlin-  t'ii' 
a  spuciacular  i  ,\- 
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trava^anza.  Indeed  the  life  of  the  master  of  this  palace  was 
a  loiij^,  cruel  extravaj^anza,  until  turned  into  somber  tra^^edy  by 
the  arri\al  of  the  concjuerinj^  French.  The  story  of  the  l)uild- 
in<;  of  this  i)ile  gives  us  a  key  to  the  character  of  Ahmed  bew 
Returning  from  a  })ilgrimage  to  Mecca,  he  resolved  to 
make  himself  a  palace  more  luxurious  than  those  of  the 
Oriental  i)rinces  he  had  visited.  To  obtain  the  necessary 
space  lie  dispossessed  his  neighbors  ;  to  obtain  material  he 
robbed  his  subjects  right  and  left.  If  a  colunm  or  a  carving 
in  the  house  of  some  rich  man  pleased  him,  down  came  the 
house  of  the  unhappy  owner.  From  Italy  came  cargoes  of 
fine  marbles,  tiles  and  carven 
wood,  paid  for  by  taxes  ,:- 
wrung  from  a  sufferin 
people.  More  space 
was  needed.  Down 
came  the  neighbor- 
ing houses  with- 
out apology  or 
payment,  ior  the 
bey  was  master 
absolute  of  Con- 
stantine.  Those 
who  murmured 
were  sentenced  to 
be  bastinadoed  ;  tho 
who  protested  were  sent 
to  offer  their  ])rotests  to 
the  jagged  rocks  in  the 
ravine  fi\"e  hundred  feet 
below.  As  for  the  mural 
decorations,  we  are 
told  that  a  Chris- 
tian sla\e  who  had 


v\HKKE     VrLTrKl-S    CIRCLE 


96 


CITIl^S   OV  THE  BARBARY   COAST 


I  HI-;    i;Klli',H    <il-     .uNSTANIINK 

i)('fii  ];uiL:uishin,<4'  in  tlic  diiii.i^cons  of  the  bev  was  brou^^ht 
bithi-r,  prcsciitcd  with  ]);unt-]j()ts  and  bruslics,  piaiitt;d  btdOre 
\\\<-  iiakcil  walls,  and  told  to  '-o\a;r  tlu-ni  with  pictures. 
■'  lint  I  am  not  an  artist,  I  am  a  (Njbblcr,  '  cries  the  prisoner. 
I  hat  m;dxcs  no  dittereiice.  ^'ou  are  a  (  hi'istiaii.  \'ou 
mii-l  know  liow  to  paint.  I'litil  \'oii  beL;in.  \'ou  shall  rece'i\e 
t  w  i-m  \ -li\  I  ■  la-he-  rViVV  da\'  ;  but  it  \ou  make  us  pi'ettx'  j)ic- 
tinc-,    _\oii    >li;!ll    li;i\c    \din'   irecdom.  Needless    to   .-^a\'    the 

pi'i-i'iicr  biinid  kt  I'll  in-[)irat  a  m  in  the  blows,  and  rapidK^  pro- 
duced a  -ei'ie^  lit  niin'al  ma-terpiece>,  o|  wlnkdi  it  is  not  too 
.L^reat  pr;ii-e  te  -ay  that  the\'  were  painted  with  mmdi  /rc/i^/sr. 
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I'hmogrciph  by  Neurdein  Freres 

The  mysteri- 
ous under-world 
of  Constantine  in- 
terests us  more 
than  the  city  it- 
self. Let  us  find 
ourselves  where 
the  unhappy  slave 
w  o  u  1  d  certainly 
have  found  him- 
self had  he  re- 
fused to  decorate 
tlu'.  })alace  walls  | 
—  in  the  bottom  |' 
of  the  terrible  ra- 
\"ine.  We  are 
more  than  five 
hundred  teet  be- 
low the  level  of 
the  citv  streets. 
We    are,    if    \'ou 
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will,  in  the  ,i;rc;it  natural  scwcr  <>1  Cuiistantinc,  in  a  sulnvay 
unlikf  that  of  any  other  cit\'  in  the  world.  At  our  feet  tiows 
the  ri\"er  Kounmiel,  .ulidin,^"  like-  a  silver  snake  throu,yh  a 
gigantic  crack  in  the  foundations  of  the  city.  Calnil}'  it 
enters  the  ravine,  but  ere  it  escapes  it  nuist  writhe  and  fume 
and  leap  as  if  in  madness  into  still  more  lri,^htful  depths. 
\\"e  may  follow  the  stream  in  jjerfect  safety,  and  watch  its 
stru,ii",L;les  at  our  ease.      A  narrow  path    called   /<■  cliojihi   c/cs 
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r i/!)'i<l('s .  reC(,.iitl\'  crrati^d,  niables  man  to  follow  the  aiii^rv 
t'  rreiit  throui^hout  lu-arh'  its  entire  course.  The  "road  of 
the  tourists,"'  is  a  narrow  ])ath  that  creeps  alon,^"  the  face  of 
the  rock\'  wail,  now  aloii.i^"  led^s^es  iMa<ie  hy  hlastin,^;  "Ut  the 
solid  rock,  now  ascendin,u"  or  descendin,^'  laddt.:r-like  stair- 
■\va\s,  now  crossin.i^'  an  a!>}ss  h._\'  means  of  a  trail  nu-tal 
[irid^ie.  sus])ended  from    the   >  i\-crlian,i;inj4  (diff .       Tp  and  down 
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it  leads  us.  sometimes  near  enough  to  the  waters  for  us  to 
feel  the  river  s  spra}',  sometimes  hi<;h  above  the  roaring 
stream.  We  almost  forget  the  {presence  of  a  cit\'  abo\'e  our 
heads,  the  wWd  forbidding  nature  of  the  place  belying  the 
proximity  of  the  haunts  of  man.  And  in  this  underworld 
we  See  no  siglit  of  life  sa\"e  the  soaring  vultures  that  circle 
in  this  narrow  crevasse  in  expectation  of  a  feast,  -  -a  feast 
that  in  the  olden  daws  was  onl}'  too  frecjuently  one   of   human 
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tlesh.  \\'e  read  with  a  shudder  of  all  the  lives  that  have 
been  swallowed  up  l)v  this  deep  ,^ulf,  —  the  criminals  cast 
from  abo\-e,  the  unfaithful  wives,  tlie  suicides,  and  the  slaves 
se\ved  in  sacks  by  an^ry  masters  and  relentlessly  hurled  into 
the  ravine.  Tlie  maddened  Rounnnel,  red  with  human 
l)lood.  has  borne  from  the  slight  of  man  those  human  wrecks 
tlung  from  the  l)rink.  And  as  if  to  escape  the  horrors  it  has 
witnessed  here,  it  creeps  beneath  two  natural  bridges,  the 
broader  of   which  is  directlv  underKiui/  the   steel   arch   of   El 
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Kantara,  ;inii  s^'cius  t()  cn,i4'ulf  the  ni>hin,i^"  stream.  That 
natural  ;irch  foniicil  the  Icmiulatic  m  lor  a  K(")iiian  bridi^e, 
arches    of    which,    are    stiU    in    existence. 

At  another  })oint  we  see  a  ruined  i)ier  beloiviliu^  to 
a  second  Roman  hridi^e.  lon^-  since  a  }jre_\"  to  time.  The 
httle  patiiwa\'  of  the  tourists  tinaH_\'  climbs  a  series  of  steep 
/i,i;zays,  and  brinies  us  once  more  intcj  the  sunn\'  world  at 
one  e.xtremit}'  of  the  .i^reat  bridge.  Standin,i4'  there,  we  may 
b_\'  turnin,!^"  our  e\'es  slowl\-  from  left  to  ri,i:ht  take  in  a  complete 
pan()rama  of  the  cit}",  and  thus  obtain  a  clear  idea  of  Con- 
stantine  s  indescribable  situation.  The  depths  from  which  we 
ha\'e  just  escaped  lie  on  our  left.     Structures,  Arab  and  bT'ench, 
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han<^  on  the  \  ur,i;e  of  the 
db\>s.  HlIou'  us  is  the 
biult^e,  on  thi-^'^ide  the  unique 
cicces^  to  thi-^  iiatural  castle. 
The  section  ot  the  bridge 
nnnicdiatLl}  conninniicating 
with  the  cit_\  s^ate  is  onh"  a 
teinpoiaix  plattorni  ot  tiin- 
bti  that  at  a  moment  s  no- 
tice ma}'  be  s\\e{)t  a\\'a}', 
thus  cutting  oiT  the  approach 
of  an  eiieni}'.  Above,  the 
Inirracks  of  the  citadel  crown 
the  citv.  and  at  the  same  time  mar  its  im])osing  effect,  for 
tiie\-  are  at  best  a  group  of  ugly,  factor_\"-like  constructions. 
At  our  feet  there  sloj)i'S  awa}'  the  roof  of  a  second,  broad 
natural  arch,  beiieatli  which  ilows  on  in  darkness  the  m}'S- 
terit)us  rix'er.  soc)n  to  lose  itselt  in  the  oj^eii  valle}'  revealed  to 
us  between  two  gigantic  (diffs  that  look  like  op[)osing  bastions. 
On  the  summit  of  the  left-hand  height  we  see  a  cluster 
of  small  buildings    pertaining  to  the   citadel   or   kasbah.      The 
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cliff   of   the  kasbah  formerly 

st-rved   as   the   Tar  pel  an 

Rock  of  Constantine.    We 

are  told  that   frcquentlv  in 

■"    the   old   daws  two 

nienwould  appear 

there  on  the  brink 

in  the  dim  lijjht  of 

I   dawn.      They    al- 

I    wa\'s  bore  a  heavv 

}]    bnrden.       Putting 

■y   this     down    thev 

f] 

I   would  balance  up- 

I  on  the  parapet  a 
';5  Ion  u'  trough-like 
<^.<./Z::-  chute.  L  pon  this 
they  would  place 
their  burden  —  a 
heavy  sack,  a  sack 
I'-j  that  writhed  and 
writhing,  ga\-e 
forth  screams.  The  trough  was  then  tipped  slightl}'.  The 
squirmim;  sack  slipped  swiftl}-  -those  who  ha\"e  ^\•itnessed 
burials  at  sca  know  luiw  rapidly  that  nameless  thing  de- 
scended to  the  tenebrous  depths.  But  this  was  no  burial,  it 
\\:is  an  executio.n.  ddiere  was  no  merciful  ocean  there 
l)el"\\\  There  Were  oid\"  jai;"i:ed  rocks  and  cruel  shalloN\' 
w;;\e-.,  which  preseuth'  L;Te\\'  re-il  as  if  in  shame  for  the  tr)ul 
de-eil  i'<  iiiimitteil  b\'  the  me-n  who  meantime  leaned  far  out 
fr<>!:.  th'-  • '\i-riianuiuu-  p;ira])et.  that  the\'  mi^iit  see  the  end  - 
ticit  tlie\-  uii-iii  tell  tile  be\-  that  the  wife  of  whom  he  had 
i;ro\\-ii  \\iMr\"  w-iuld  Tmuble  hini  no  iii'U'e.  Remembering 
tb-'-e  tail--,  It  1-  \'.;th  i_:fMume  awrsjon  that  \s  e  ajiprnacdi  tlie 
biT'li-r    li    t!:;~   -tr'-:im,   mieiit    on    cros-iu"'    to    the    other  bank 


^  ¥ 


THE    KAS:-,AH    CLIFF 


CITIHS  OF  THE   BARBARY   COAST 


107 


and  clirnbin<^-  to  the  city  b}'  another  path  ;  and  to  our  aver- 
sion dismay  is  added  when  we  discover  that  the  Httle  planks 
that  spanned  the  stream  have  yielded  to  the  tiood  and  left  the 
waters  bridgeless.  How  to  regain  the  cit\'  ^\■ithout  retracing 
our  steps  is  a  problem  difficult  to  solve.  I  should  be  onl}- 
too  happ\'  to  record  here  some  heroic  Leander-like  pro- 
ceedin,i;,  but  we  dared  not  swim  the  rapid  stream.  If  we 
imitated  an_\'  classic  character,  it  must  ha\'e  been  poor  old 
.Vnchises  who  was  carried  out  of  Tro\'  1j}'  \"oun,<4"  .Eneas,  but 
that  in  our  case  an  Arab  Anchises  carried  the  American 
T-^neas  upon  his  shoulders.  Thou.yh  far  from  deep  the 
stream  was  ver}-  turl)ulent,  and  its  rapidit}"  and  force  and 
the  proximity  of  sheer  cascades  not  many  yards  below  made 
the  moments  spent  on  that  old  believer's  back  moments  of 
intense  anxiety.  And  as  if  he  knew  m_\"  fears,  this  dilapi- 
dated   old    human    ferr\'-boat    seemed    purposel}'    to    prolonf^ 
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the  af.iony.  slowly  >tuniblini4-  alon-.  slipping;-  at  evur\-  step, 
and  ennttin,!^'  with  every  breath  a  hoarse,  deep  L^asji  su..^"- 
.i^estiuL:'  that  he  was  al.)()ut  to  die  of  heart-disease.  If  inv 
decrepit  bearer  had  L;rii\\'n  wcar\-  and  dri>pj)cd  int.-  in  the 
tlood,   I  should  ha\'e  been  >wept   b}'   the   swift  Rnumnicl  down 
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tlir  ii!"iiuinfiit;il  st,urwa\'  1)\"  which  the  ri\'er  makes  its 
iiiajf-tic,  rxit  iroiii  the  .U'^r.^e  of  (_^on>taiitijie.  As  \ve  stand  at 
tlir  t<;ot  I  if  th(.-se  cascades,  the  waHs  of  C'^nstantiiie  appear 
in  ail  th'-ir  inipi"e-ssi\x-,iiess.  ddie\'  nw:  thu  hi,uh.e>t  walls  that 
e\''-r  '^uardid  city,  hn"  herf  t!u-\"  risr  a  tin  )usand  leet  abcive 
tile  plain  ;  hut  thi-\'  ui-rt-  n<it  huilt  1)\'  Innnan  hands.  Iinpreg- 
n;d,i!'-  i^  a  w-^rd  tliat  m-chjs  t'>  liax'c  hrt-n  nuejij  to  describe 
thi-    \\'Mndi,-r-(  dL\-.      And    \'et   thi-woril    caninit   l)e   truthfullv 
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applied  to  Constantine,  for  it  has  been  besieged  and  taken 
many  times.  Romans  and  Numidians,  Turks,  Arabs,  and 
Christians  have  in  turn  fouj^jht  for  the  possession  of  this 
natural  fortress  and  obtained  it.  It  is  stranj.(e  that  a  city 
so  strongly  fortified  by  nature  should  have  known  so  many 
concjuerors.  But  we  rejoice  that  the  last  successful  besiegers 
fought  for  the  cause  of  civilization  under  a  Christian  flag. 

It  was   in    1836   that  the  French  army  first  moved  against 
the  rock-perched  city.      Defeat,    however,    awaited   that    first 


I  lO 


CITIICS   01-    THE    11\K1]ARY  COAST 


expeditif^n.  In  1S37  tcii  thousand  men  wtrc  sent  to  retrieve 
the  honi'ir  of  the  arms  of  h^rance.  l-d\-e  dax's  were  passed  in 
{)reparations  for  assault.  The  inhabitants,  having  offered 
pra_\'ers  at  Alhdi.  made  ready  to  defen<l  their  homes,  their 
wicked  rulers,  and  tlieir  faith.  The  assault  was  dramatic. 
The  play  of   hea\-y  ordnance  first  shattered  the  .\rab  fortirica- 
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mass   of   masonry     { 
crumbled,   and   in     '" 
its    fall    buried    a 
compan}'  of  gallant     \ 
I'^renchmen,     w  h  o 
had    advanced    to 
scale    the    walls.       A 
powder-ma.^azine    e\- 
plodetl,    hurlin<4'    into 
the  air  the   terribly 
mansjled  bodies  of  the 
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besiri^crs  an<l  the  btsic,i;e(i.  The  .u'eiicral  in  coininand  of  the 
atiHckiiiL:  force,  Dainreiiioiit.  fell  near  the  wideninj^'  breach 
throui^h  which  his  men  soon  rushed  into  the  captured  citw  A 
hand-to-hand,  h(nise-to-house  conflict  then  ra.i:"ed  in  the  nar- 
row streets.  l>arricades  are  thrown  up,  defended,  taken, 
and  re-taken,  until  at  last  the  Moslem  forces  are  dri\"en  to  the 
citadel  upon  the  sunnnit  of  the  r(jck.  Then  came  the  scenes 
most  pitiful  of  all.  Sc(jres  of  old  men.  and  women  with 
their  children,  in  a  wild  endea\'or  to  escape,  swun^  slender 
ropes  from  the  parapets  of  the  kasbah,  hopin<4'  b\'  this  means 
til  reach  tlu-  valley.  But  the  ropes  \\'ere  both  too  slender 
and  t(j(.)  sli(jrt.  (Jne  j)arted,  and  its  }xirtin<4'  ^\"as  answered 
b\'  a  chr)rus  of  those  screams  that  are  never  uttered  b\'  the 
human  \'oice  but  once.  The  others  for  a  time  sustained 
their  clusters  of  cling-  __^  ing,    swinging    \dctims, 

but  (jue  b\"  one  the  ^^^^l^^^fS^^^I^  hands  relaxed  their 
grasp,  and  pres-      Jm^^^^^^     "  ^^^^r^^"'     tntly    the     ropes 

swung    lightly,       M^S^^^i^m^^  <^ ^     idl}',  in  the  breeze. 

Such  the      ^^^^^^^^IH£m0^       eud    of    Moslem 

authoritv    m    the      'Vliif^SVPICr'^V     citv  of  Constantine. 
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ases  °/  the 
Algerian 
Sahara 


THK  CHARM  of  the  desert  aiul  its  mystery  are  as  great 
and  as  profound  as  the  charm  and  the  mystery  of  the 
Sea.  Only  the  desert  and  the  sea  are  changeless.  They 
aknie  refuse  to  accept  the  impress  of  Inunan  endeaN'or  ;  they 
are    to-da\'   the   same    as    when    man    tirst   beheld    them. 

Wdien  once  the  desert  lias  called  us,  it  is  impossible  to 
disobex"  her  sunnnons.  hi  Algeria  \ve  heard  the  desert  call- 
ing, accordingly  our  next  journey  is  to  be  desert wai'd.  We 
are  to  cross  the  narrow  fertilr  strip  that  lies  along  the  Alge- 
rian shore  cd  the  Mediterranean  ;  we  are  to  penetrate  the 
Africa   of   the   ro\ing    JV'douin    and    of   the    nomad    Aral)  ;   we 
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are  to  seek,  far  out  u{)on  the  sand}-  wastes  of  the  Sahara, 
those  pahn-eiubowered  isles  that  bear  the  iiia^ic  name 
"Oases,  "  - — a  name  that  has  haunted  everv  one  of  us  ever 
since,  as  chiKh'en,  we  speHed  it  out  for  the  first  time  in  our 
geo^'raphies.      Let  us  respond  to  tlie  call  of  the  desert. 

Approaching  the  town  of  Ijougie  on  the  coast  of  Barbarv 
at  a  p(Mnt  about  midway  between  tlie  cities  of  Algiers  and 
Constantine,  the  traveler  sees  a  savage  mass  of  rock  boldly 
outlined  agrdnst  the  sk}'  like  the  silhouette  of  some  gigantic 
monster    of  the     sea,    some    guardian    dragon    of  the    pirate 
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shore.  It  is  the  pr(.)in()ntor\'  of  Oape  (\irbon,  a  final  spur  of 
the  Atln^  Monnt;iins,  e\tend(.'d  seaward  as  if  rispiriii,^  :o  the 
])riiiid  jxisitioii  of  a  I'rriicli  (iibraltar.  It  cannot,  Ik  )\\-(/\-er, 
beciiiiif  a  I'nal  to  jlritain  s  famous  rock,  for  altlioui^h  ("ape 
(  arb'iii  i^  no  less  a  natui'al  sti'on,i;hold,  the  opposite  shores 
arc  liniidrcds  oi  i.iijcs  a\\a\\  and  the  fleets  of  foes  could  sail 
.-ereiieh-  pa.st,  far  bexDud  the  raiiL:e  of  the  greatest  guns  wt 
niad(-.  Tins  ru,^,L;"t-:d  coast  was  admirabK'  adapted  to  the 
needs  I'f  the  old  (  orsau's  i  if  llarbarv;  the  ^conri^es  of 
(. -hristeiidom    could     not    lia\"e    built    their    robber    ne--ts    on    a 
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more  a(l\"anta,^eous  shore.  I'roin  rocky  heights,  juttinj^"  far 
seaward,  thcjse  birds  of  pre}"  swept  the  waters  with  their 
hun,^r\'  .i^aze  until  some  richly  laden  ship  a})peared  on  the 
horizon  ;  then  down  they  swooped.  Out  from  the  harbcjrs, 
sheltered  b}'  these  natural  fortifications,  sped  the  j<alle}-s 
manned  usually  by  Christian  sla\es.  Soon  the  prize  would  be 
brou,i.iht  into  the  port,  the  cargo  confiscated,  the  crew  enslaved, 
and  the  peaceful  merchantn:an,  rehtted  for  the  corsair  serv- 
ice, sent  forth  in  turn  to  terr(jrize  upon  the  seas.  But  a 
civilization,  such  as  it  ^^■as,  existed  here.  The  French  who 
have  recently  crowned  the  rock  with  a  signal  station  were  not 
the  hrst  to  use  the  heliograph  upon  this  coast.  The  Arabs, 
who  eight  hundred  years  ago  ^vere  masters  of  the  little  town 
of  Bougie,  l}'ing  almost  within  the  shadow  of  these  cliffs, 
knew  how  to  tiash  commands  and  warnings  by  the  aid  of 
polished  surfaces  and  sunshine  ;  and  the}'  could  telegraph  at 
night  b}"  means  of  lights  and  hres.  All  things  conspired  to 
insure  those  Saracenic  robbers  long  centuries  of  success  and 
of  immunity  frcjm  punishment.  The  dissensions  (jf  the  Euro- 
pean nations,  the  victims  of  the  pirates,  prevented  concerted 
action  against  them  ;  their  rugged  coast  itself  was  a  defense, 
while  an  attack  from  the  rear  had  ever  -i*  been  im- 
possible, for  there  nature  hatl  created 
impassable  barrier,  an  untraxersable 
waste  of  leagues  and  league; 
of   desert  sand. 
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It  is  from  liout^ie  that  we  set  out  next  morning''  upon  our 
journc}'  o\erlan(i.  I  ini,i<"ht  almost  sa}'  from  coast  to  coast, 
for  we  are  to  traxel  southward  from  tlie  Mediterranean  shore 
to  the  shore  of  the  sandy  sea  be\'ond.  We  make  the  first 
sta.i^es  of  our  journe}'  by  if///<^>V)/C(\  a  picturesque,  and  in  hue 
weather  not  uncoinfortal)le,  mode  of  tra\"eh  We  take  our 
places  on   the   top    of  the   lumbering   vehicle,  where    we   may 
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'•ni"\-  tile  br;irin,<,^  inoriiin,!:4-  ^lir  ;iiid  look  upon  the  glorious 
.--(■'■ncs  that  in  (juick  succession  are  tf*  bt;  um"oll(;(l  to  our 
bewildered  cxc.--.  Tlh;  lirst  few  miles  of  our  })r(j^rt.;ss  are 
'i;ild!v  in'-tin-'-'iUf  and  thoronuiilv  dcH-htful,  but  later  on  the 
scriK  ly  luMoiii.;-;  mauniticeut.  liiil  that  word  "  ma.i^'niticent  ' ' 
h;i--  bfcii  ;d>i;sed  so  sadly  that  it  now  made(]uatel\-  e.\[)resses 
th<-  -raii'i'iir  of  thr  ro(d<-boinid  pass  into  whicdi  we  phnige 
;ui    hour    lal':r.        \'.\\:\\     at    tlu-    entrance    of   the     Gorijes    of 
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Chabet  there  is  revealed  to  us  a 
])roinise  of  the  ^^reatei  things  to 
come.  We  are  now  about  to  pass 
through  a  deiile  which  pierces  the 
chain  of  the  Atlas  Mountains  and 
forms  the  connectinj^  corridor,  sev- 
enteen miles  in  lenj^th,  between 
the  fertile  coast  region  called  the 
"  Tell  "  and  the  high  plateaux 
which  lie  between  the  coast  range 
and  the  Aures  Mountains,  which 
form  the  northern  boundary  wall 
of  the  Sahara.  As  we  smoothly 
roll  along  over  a  perfect  road  be- 
hind our  galloping  four-in- 
hand,  we  cannot  realize 
the  difficulties  which  have 
been  met  and  overcome  by 
the  French  engineers  to  whose 
courage  and  perseverance  we  owe  the  privilege  of  looking 
upon  these  glorious  pages  of  Nature's  wonderbook, —  pages 
which  thirty  years  ago  were  sealed  to  human  gaze.  Even 
the  sure-footed  Arabs  never  attempted  to 
travel  through  this 
forbidden  corridor  • 
until  their  supersti- 
tious fears  had  bi^en 
shaken  by  the  build- 
ing of  the  road.  No 
longer  do  they  fear 
the  pass  ;  in  fact,  an 
Arab  has  performed  I 
the  incredible  feat  of 
scaling    the    face    of 
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one  of  the  cone- 
like cliffs  and  suc- 
cessfully descend- 
ing on  the  further 
side,  thus  winning' 
a  valuable  prize 
offered  by  the  au- 
thorities. As  we 
pass  beneath  the 
vertical  walls  of 
the  cliff  that  was 
scaled,  we  grow 
diz/y  in  recalling 
the  temerity  of 
the  man,  for  there 
is  apparenth'  no 
resting-place,  no 
foothold, — -and 
the  rock  is  surelx' 
more  than  se\'eii 
humlred  feet  in 
height  Round- 
&j^J^!  ing  another  bend 
\\i.'  behold  a  mas- 
bri(l_i;u  spanning  tliu  rushing  ri\'tjr  and  transferring  the 
l\\;i\'  fi-oni  r)iic  bank  to  another.  The  stream,  like  a 
iL^  thmg,  strut4gKs  with  thtj  Inndu-ring  boulders,  lilHng 
(  a\i-rn(Mis  depths  with  a  liarsli  murmm"  that  is  eclu.ied 
!!  wall  to  wall  until  lost  in  the  frciMlom  of  the  n[j[)er  air. 
■\  t-iw  turji  w  (J  look  tor  an  end  ot  this  seemingK'  internnn- 
:  rent,  but  (Wr'.w"  Step  ill  adwiiice  rc\'eals  a  deepening  of 
ri\  •  I -bfii,  a  iiarrowiiiL:  of  the  (  habet  Cailon,  while  the 
iiitain  iii:i--i-son  eitliiT  side  rise  InAilu.-r  and  hi^iher  until 
teel  tliat  W--  lia\e  <'n]\c    liown    to    the    \er\'    bottom    of   the 
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mountains.  The  road  in  some  places  runs  four  hundred  feet 
above  the  river  ;  but  this  is  nothinf^,  the  heights  on  either 
side  rise  thousands  of  feet  above  us.  Although  the  summits 
of  the  mountains  are  invisible,  we  are  conscious  of  their  tower- 
ing presence.  Swift  clouds  above  are  tossed  from  peak  to 
peak  as  in  some  pilloN\--battle  of  the  giants.  A  sense  of  the 
littleness  of  man  is  forced  upon  us,.  Then  comes  a  consoling 
con\'iction  of  the  genius  of  man,  for  has  he  not  opened  a 
pathway  here,  conquered  Nature,  imposed  his  will  upon  the 
scowling  rocks,  and  forced  them  to  sustain  in  their  rough 
grasp  this  dainty  ribbon  of  a  road  along  which  troops  have 
marched   to   conquer  tribes   as   savage   as   the    land   itself  ? 
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Surfiy  it  is  a  prixile^e  to  look  on  scenes  like  this.  l-)Ut 
inspirin.i;'  as  it  was  in  reality,  I  dare  not  further  attempt 
to  make  \'ou  share  in  my  enthusiasm,  for  I  am  but  too  con- 
scious that  both  words  and  pictures  must  of  necessity  fail  to 
reveal  the  full  majesty  of  the  Gorges  of  Chabet.  Suffice  it  to 
sa\'  that  at  last  we  reach  the  middle  region  of  Algeria, —  the 
high  plateaux, —  where  we  are  welcomed  by  the  whistle  of  the 
locomoti\e,  and  hear  the  rumble  of  the  train  that  is  to  bear 
us  east  and  scjuthward  toward  the  gates  of  the  great  desert. 
The  high  ])lateaux  are  singularly  unattractive  ;  they  are  with- 
out the  verdure 
and  variety  of  the 
coast  .'egion,  and 
they  ha\e  not  the 
barren  inipres- 
siveness,  the  mys- 
terious monotony 
of  the  Sahara, 
^'et  the  region  is 
not  devoid  of  in- 
terest, as  we  were 
forced  to  admit 
after  our  visit  to 
I  laminani  M  e  s  - 
koutine,  where  we 
sccone  ol  the  most 
bcautitid  iiatinal 
m  a  r  \  e  I  s  of  Al- 
geria. W  a  t  (■  r  s, 
seething  lint ,  (•(  )ii- 
sta  111  l\   Welling  up 

frnin  tllr  (lci)tllSol 
tilt:  cai'l  li,  liaxi;  ui 
the  li  wr'  ("I  lurse  oi   •" 
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years  builded  a 
structure  and 
then  covered  it 
over  with  a  deH- 
c  a  t  e  enamel 
which  ret^ects  in 
ever-varying  tints 
the  ravs  of  bril- 
hant  sunlight. 
We  seem  to  look 
on  a  frozen  water- 
fall, yet  from  it 
rise  great  clouds 
of  steam  ;  and 
while  we  feast  our 
eyes  upon  this 
seeming  miracle 
of  frostwork,  the 
high  temperature 
of  the  atmosphere 
e  n  \-  e  1  o  p  i  n  g  us 
renders  it  d  i  ffi- 
cult  to  reconcile  the  contradictory  evidences  of  our  senses. 
The  Arabs  have  named  these  "The  iVccursed  vSprings.  " 
Thev  tell  us  that  once  upon  a  time  a  certain  rich  and  power- 
ful chieftain,  finding  no  man  \\orthy  of  his  sister's  heavenly 
beauty,  decided  to  espouse  her  himself.  To  the  objections 
of  his  elders  he  replied  by  chopping  off  their  heads,  and  was 
about  to  begin  the  wedding  ceremon}%  when  suddenly  there 
came  a  terril)le  trembling  of  the  earth,  which  opened  as  tire 
and  water  poured  forth.  Then  instanth',  the  participants  in 
the  sinful  ceremon}"  were  petrified  upon  the  spot.  Three 
crust}"  cones  represent  all  that  is  left  of  the  unhappy  couple 
and   the   priest  ;    and  guests,  also   transformed   into   volcanic 
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heaps,  stand  here  and   there  awaitin,*;,  lorever,  the  conclusion 

of  the  ceremony.      Near  by   we   find    Roman  baths  cut  in  the 

natural  rock.      This    reminds    us   that    Rome   once    held    this 

ref4i(jn  as   hrmly  does  France  to-day.      Nay,  more  iirndy  ;  for 

whereas   b^rance  possesses  f^reat  citit^s  on 

tht'  c(.)ast,  Ivonie   built   her  cities  in 

the  far  interior,      d'hree   of  those 

(■itii;s    we    \isited,    and    found 

iiniie  ill  blotter  state  of  preser 

Nation     and     more     carefully 

e\ca\atL'd    than   ddiamu.i^as, 

known    to-da\'   as   Tim<;ad. 

It     merits     wojl     the    title, 

']  h(.:  Fom))eii   ( >f   Africa, 
althi  lUi^di    the    >ands  <  »f   time, 
not     the-    ashes     ot      X'esuvius 
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have  been  its  shroud.  Its  position  at  the  intersection  of  six 
Roman  hi.i^hroads  rendered  it  a  post  of  great  importance  ;  and 
garrisoned  as  it  was  by  the  famous  Thirtieth  Legion,  it  held 
in  awe  the  whole  province,  and  travelers  going  down  into 
the  desert  were  assured  of  safety.  The  desert  is  not  far  dis- 
tant, and  the  surrounding  lands  suggest,  by  their  bare,  cheer- 
less aspect,  the  proximity  of  burning  sands.  A  great  loneli- 
ness pervades  the  city  and  the  valleys  through  which  we  have 
made  our  way  to  reach  it,  and  as  we  sit  at  luncheon,  on  what 
was  once  the  most  animated  square  of  Timgad,  our  conversa- 
tion turns  upon  the  desolation  of  the  region.      Once  thickly 
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ptipulated  and  profitably  cultivated,  it  now  presents  no  signs 
ot  hinnan  life  (jr  of  fertility.  'l"he  nei.i^hborin.u  desert,  though 
shut  off  from  it  by  the  Aurcs  Mountains,  seenis  b_\'  some  rnws- 
teri(.)us  intiuence  to  be  graduall}"  possessing  itself  oi  this  poor 
heritage  of  Rome.  An  .Vrab  t^uardian  is  the  sole  inhabitant, 
l-'or  him  alone  the  impnsiny  triumphal  arch  spans  Timgads 
most  important  thorough-  mm  fare  ;  to  him  dishgured  Ro- 
man gods  and  goddesses  ^B  speak  of  a  glorious  past  in 
which  his  race          _,-ti^^B"^H.  "^ — »thi  has    taken    no 


AN    A ;^  :■ "  ■. N    i '  '\:i'K;i 

irt  ;  for  him  alone  exists  tht;  rumed  theater,  once  the 
i.ie  and  <;enter  i  if  'Idmiiadi's  -o.rial  life.  Wdiat  buihiers  they 
r--.  thi.-f  stnrd\'  Rn:i.;Lns  !  The  ruins  ^t  their  structures 
ill  •■utii\"r  the  stMcro  c-itie-  of  to-da\'  t'j  whifdi  Erance  so 
'  )U<il\- pi  )iiit<.  And  \\heii  'Ac  r>-M;eiiibrr  tliat  m  Rijinan  da\\s 
ere  ':■<]'■:  i;o  raiiri  la- 1^  Im  armih.ilate  space,  we  ,L:ain  a  true 
iMX-ptT  n  'if  til'-  fi-rii-  and  ])rrse\'eran('e  disjjiax'ed  by  the 
iiiidL-r-.  I '1   this    -<ri'-   ■  ■!    n.]!it;ir\'  <;ilies,  ^ij  tar  trom  the  sea, 
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in  the  midst  of  a  barbarous  ])eople,  in  a  waterless  and  treeless 
land.  Algeria  is  indeed  treeless,  for  between  the  gardens 
near  the  coast  and  the  palm-trees  of  the  Saharan  oases,  trees 
are  so  rare  that  a  group  of  twenty  is  called  a  "  forest.  "  We 
are,  however,  nearing  the  southern  boundary  of  the  high 
plateaux,  so  featureless,  so  uninviting,  and  from  the  window 
of  a  railwav    carriage    out   of   which   we    have    been     peering 


A    ;!n:Aii:R  ni:ar  thk  i:ii(;i-;  of  thk  Sahara 

eagerly,  we  are  at  last  r(;warded  by  a  glimpse  of  another 
world.  An  opening  in  the  mountain  wall  has  come  in  view, 
the  gates  of  the  desert  ha\-e  opened  before  us.  .V  paradox- 
ical \'ista  greets  us  ;  for  though  we  are  looking  southward 
into  the  Saharan  region,  we  behcjld  a  distant  mass  of  freshest 
green,  while  behind  us  stretch  awa}'  the  desolate  plains  and 
vallex'S  through  which  we  have  journeyed  southward.  This 
gorge  is  ^vell  named  "  The  C^ate  of  the  DeSert,  "  for  it  gives 
access  to  a  wonderland  of  sand  and  sini.     Through  it  rush  the 
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river,  the  hifjhway,  and  the  railroad,  turning,  twistin,^',  and 
crossin,^'  one  aiiotht-r  in  their  haste  to  reach  that  patch  of 
i^Teen,  the  first  oasis  of  the  Alj^eriaii  Saliara.  We  dash 
hi^tweeii  tlie  two  ,^reat  cliffs,  and  as  the  train  circles  around 
the  \'erdure-hidden  \'illa^e  of  J£l  Kantara,  we  feast  our 
e_\'es  on  the  welcome  freshness  of  the  palms,  abox'e  whose 
wavy    tops    tower    the    nii,i;hty    pilla''s    of    the  •'■   ■ 

desert  s  portal,      'hhere  stand   -'Mo^    attlie 
vrvv   fiitranct:    to    the    burning 
rfLiiMii     liftcc;!!     thousand  date-  t3 
palms,  as  if  to  reassui' 
till-     tra\clcr,     to 
tell   him    of    the 
oilier    I  i  II  \' 

(|ot>    of     f,T- 

tilit\'  far  (Mit 
a(   rM;,.     the 


aia 


to   as 
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sure  him  of  food  and  sheltering  shade  during  his  pilgrimage 
toward  the  e(iuator.  That  such  assurance  is  most  welcome 
you  will  admit  when,  after  winding  through  barren  valle\'3, 
between  naked  mountain  ranges,  the  train  emerges  at  last 
from  the  southern  foot-hills,  and  we  gain  our  first  view 
of  that  sandy  sea  that  rolls  in  all  its  vastness  between  Algeria 
and  the  Sudan.  It  is  not  like  the  desert  we  have  always 
pictured  to  ourselves  ;   we  feel   a   sense  of 


•i'at&^esgweiMgKJtt.eiss.'Ji^jssK'saagcrrwat'til 
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disappointment.  We  are,  however,  onl}-  on  the  borderland  ; 
there  beh^w  us  are  the  deep  traces  cut  l)\-  the  watercourses 
from  the  mountains  ;  \\-e  must  go  farther  south  to  hnd  true 
desert  wastes.  Rut  you  will  ask,  "How  shall  we  tra\'el  out 
upon  this  endless  plain.'  "  We  almost  forget  that  no  camel 
and  no  carawin  are  necessar}'  \"et,  that  we  may  still  roll  on 
in  railway  cars  for  fort}'  nnles.  We  simpl}"  abandon  oursel\"es 
to  our  book  of  tourist-coupons,  the  hnal  page  of   which  bears 
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the    attractix't     name    of     liiskra,     and    int(j    liiskra    wc    are 
whirled    two    hours    later. 

r^iskra,  the  Mecca  of  l.)Oth  the  Moslem  and  the  Christian 
nomad  the  Monte  Carlo  of  the  desert  -  in  a  word  the 
Oasis  of  Pleasure  and  of  h^ishion  I  Biskra,  above  whose 
white-waslied  liouses  wave  the  feathery  branches  of  a  hun- 
dred thousand  palm-trees.      Biskra  the   beautiful  1 

Biskra  was  in  iSij4  tne  t^rnnnus  of   the   Saharan   railway. 

low  penetrates  far  deeper 
le   dark   continent.      Bis- 
already  boasted   a   liuro- 
;an  quarter,  of   which  the 
diops.    hotels,  and   public 
buildin,ys     seemed     as 
stran,L:el}"    out    of    place 
in     the     desert    as    did 
the  hideous  railwa\'  sta- 
tion   itself. 

Ip'  )n  our  arri\al  we 

make   all    haste    to    the 

hotel,    tor    c  r  o  w  d  s    of 

tourists  lia\e  conu-  with 

us,    ;uid    at    the    time   of 

)ur   \-isit    Biskra    was    not 

spared  to   house  as  main' 

irs     as     slie     is     ti)-da}v 

irii;    the    <~aravaiisar\"    we 
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it  is  as  we  suspected, — • 
;re  are  no  rooms  reserved  for 
s  despite  our  pleading  tele- 
f^rams.  We  try  the  other 
houses,  but  in  vain  ;  we 
look  disconsolately  upon 
the  two  new  hotels,  mag- 
nificent but  unfinished, 
whose  walls  are  rising 
slowly  as  the  lazy  laborers 
pile  one  sun-dried  brick 
)on  another,  and  then  we 
rn  to  accept  the  landlord's 
ultimatum,  the  terms  of  which  are 
after  all  not  harsh.  We  get  one 
end  of  a  hallway,  a  mattress  upon  the  iioor,  two  chairs,  a 
bowl  and  a  pitcher,  and  a  curtain  to  screen  us  from  the 
public  gaze.      Later  arrivals  are   put   to    bed  on  tables  after 
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la  bled 'bote.    But 
tbc  next  ila\-  good 
Kxjiiis    are    given 
u>,  and  tbe  small 
discomforts  of  ar- 
rival   are    forgot- 
ten.     One  pretty 
feature  of  the  bo- 
tel   is  its  garden, 
\vbere    we  dis- 
cover a  num- 
ber   of     very 
graceful  little 
animals   called 
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gazelles— slender   of   limb   and    mild    of 
eye.      Tame  and   obedient  as  pets,  we 
think  they  are  such,  until  at  dinner, 
we    make    a    horrible   discovery. 
Declaring  most  delicious  a  cer- 
tain course  of  the  table  d '  bote, 
we  ask  the  waiter  what  it  is, 
and  when   he  answers,    '\if'a- 
zcllc  sdutcc  a  la  Jtiskra,'  a 
sadness  tills  our  souls.     ,\\'hen 
we     count     the     little     animals 
again,  we  find  that    one   is   miss- 
ing.     The  gentleness   of  these   ga- 
zelles is  in  delightful    contrast   to   the 


KKAL    STKKKT    ARABS 

boisterous  behav- 
i  o  r  of  Biskra's 
unwashed  street 
urchins.  Groups 
of  ragged  \oung- 
sters  dog  our  foot- 
steps,   cr\dng  for 
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pennies  ;  and  when  the  demanded  cop[)ers  are  tossed  them, 
there  ensues  a  scn'amble  \\'hich  j^romises  a  brilHant  future  for 
the  gaiiu.'  of  football  should  the  natives  ever  take  it  up. 
Oirls  and  boys  alike  exhibit  wonderful  endurance,  and  on 
one  occasion  two  little  chaps  followed  our  carria.t^e  at  a  run 
for  oN'er  fifteen  minutes.  ,i;aspin,^'  with  e\'ery  breath  "  Cfi 
son.  Af'sitwf\  .\[  (1(i}}ic  !^  unfortunatel\"  in  \'ain,  for  we 
bax'e  not  a  sin.ijle  copper,  and  the  rascals  would  not  believe 
us  wlien  w'e  told  tlieui  So.  To  esca}.)e  this  barbarian  horde, 
We  take  re'fuuf  in  the  loveK'  g'ardens  of  the  C'hateau  Landon, 
tile  (■■-tatr  of  a  wealth\'  b^reiich  count,  who  in  his  absence 
kiiidh  )><-rniits  foreii^ners  to  roam  at  will  throui^h  his  little 
p;ir;idi:-c.  llrre  trees  and  shrubs  and  tlowers  Ironi  all  clinu'S 
;iri  cull  i\  al<-.  1,  and  llie  walks  are  so  immaculateK'  raked  and 
^wept   that   11   --eriiis  ^acnleL;^•  to  tre;id  U[)on  them. 

lii-^ki'a  -     hi\Mri:int     \eL:fianoii      i>     due     to     an     abundant 
watei"->uppi\    triiiii  ;irte>ian  wells  and    from    the    Hiskra  Ri\a-r. 
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a  broad  and  shallow  stream  which  larther  south  is  swallowed 
by  the  thirsty  sands.  When  weary  of  (lreaniin<^-  in  the 
jj;arilen,  we  may  take  a  spin  in  the  hoise-car  (A  ]5iskra,  for 
this  unicjue  oasis  is  not  without  its  prc^.^ressive  instituti(jns. 
l)Ut  the  rails  are  very  badly  laid,  and  every  few  hundred  r(Kls 
there  comes  a  lurch,  followed  by  a  su<^'',!4"estion  of  an  earth- 
quake, whereupon  the  b^rench  conductor  politely  recjuests 
the  passengers  to  assist  in  replacing  the  car  upon  the  rails. 
Thus  a  street-car  ride,  which  with  us  is  a  passive  enjox'inent, 
becomes  to  the  l^iskran  an  excellent  form  of  trainin<:;'  for 
both  nerve  and  muscle.  Although  not  always  thrown  out 
by  tliese  frecjuent  accidents,  in  fright  we  nearl\-  jump  out  of 
the  moving'  car,  as,  having  passed  the  limits  of  the  oasis, 
we  behold  close  to  the  track  upon  a  hillock  a  sight  which 
makes  our  blood  run  cold  —  a  gigantic  lion,  crouching  as  if 
about  to  sprmg.  My  friend  feels  for  his  revoh'er  ;  I  look 
despairingly  at  the  distant  palm-trees  ;  the  other  passengers 
sit   motionless,  their  faces  expressive   only   of   calm    interest. 


AN     ALOKKIAN    SIKKKT 
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W'e  bu,i;iii  to  doubt  tliu  (j.\citabilit\"  of  the  I'runch.  Tlie  car 
IS  brou,i:ht  to  a  standstill.  W'itbi  a  painfull}'  dcdiberate  slow- 
ness a  man  in  hunting;'  costume  takes  a  f^un  from  beneath  the 
seat.  This  reassures  us  ;  but  wlw  does  he  not  make  haste 
t(.)  shoot  ?  Wdiy  d(jes  he  wait  i(;r  that  fool  of  a  })hoto<4- 
raplu-r  who    is   setting-  up  his    tripod    in    the    face    of   such   a 


S-' 


^^^i-^M^tij^ 


^B  ''WIN'   g^  .'         ^NIHI 


if 


^\h    '»^iv-^^i;1     ^-^^^/ 


!m:ktmu  !•; 


'kiii^i  r  ^  In  wonder  we  await  the  denouement.  'Jdie  man 
dr;iw--  ni-;:r  wiili  >i!perhumaii  coolness;  the  hui^e  bea>t, 
'i:iniilri|,  liMW,  111-  lu-id.  Tin-  hunter  stands  ow.-r  him  in  a 
p"-'-  "I  \r-rir\.  Th^'  i)liotML:r;iph!c  ;irti>t  a  \-eritable  hei'.  > 
-  'ii-n  -.-rinv-;  p;-'.'.!-;  ,,t  ihe  ceiui-a--.'  <A  the  ln.n  tanu-r.  .\nd 
tli'-n  ;;t    i'l-t    th'     tnnli    bI■e;d^^    in    upon  u-   a>  tw(j  poor  .\rabs 
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appear,  calinl}'  tic  a  rope  around  the  lion's  neck,  and  serenely 
lead  away  the  desert  king.  The  poor  old  beast  is  blind  and 
tann;  and  harmless.  His  keepers  make  a  living  b\'  renting 
him  to  amateur  photographers  or  to  ambitious  sportsmen 
desirous  of  sending  home  convincing  "proofs"  of  their 
jM'owess  in  hunting  the  tierce  Numidian  hon.  We  could 
ha\'e  been  made  heroes  ourselves  for  the  sum  of  ten  francs 
each,  cash  down.  The  natives  willingly  pay  a  few  pennies 
for  the  privilege  of  jumping  over  the  harmless  beast,  be- 
lie\ing  that  such  exercise  will  make  them  brave  and  lion- 
hearted.  Returning  from  this  amusing  excursion,  we  reach 
the  market-place  of  Biskra  at  the  moment  most  propitious. 
We  iind  it  thronged  with  stately  Arabs,  whose  loft\-  dignity 
accords  but  ill  with  their  prosaic  callings  and  pursuits. 
]>iskra  is  ^^^^■hbi^^*.^  the  metropolis  of  the  region, 
and     .^t0>^  ^^^^     her   daily   market   is   fre- 

(juented     by    the    in- 

labitants  of  many 

oases,  who  come 

to  sell    camels 

and  dates,  to 

.7' 
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buy  sheep  and  donkeys,  grain  and  vegetables,  or  to  supply 
themselves  with  foreign  luxuries  for  their  women,  left  in 
some  distant  village.  Strange  to  say,  the  calicoes  and  cot- 
tons, of  which  vast  quantities  are  purchased  here,  are  not 
from  the  factories  of  I-'rance,  for  e\-ery  bale  is  marked  in 
large  j)lain  letters  "MANCHESTER."  France  sheds  her 
blood,  con(juers  barbarous  countries,  and  England  then  ste})s 
m  and  reaps  the  profit.  15ut  as  we  now  enter  the  inner 
market-place,  we  obser\"e  that  although  the  dealings  are 
(■(  illufti\  ely  important,  they  art;  individually  tiny  to  a  rare 
(!c,L;rer.  The  iutiuitt-;  >manness  of  somt;  transactions  defies 
dr-ci'ij)tii  )ii.  h'or  ti\'e  (x-ntimes  the  frugal  Arab  bu\'s  dates 
iiii'uuli  ti)  coiistilnte  his  nn'dda\'  meal;  oats  are  sold  bv  the 
h.Midtul,  wlieat  i-^  dealt  out  in  piiudies;  men  gain  a  lix'ing  b\" 
a  ilaily  c  immi-rrt-  Mii\\')rth\'  i-lsewhere  the  time  and  lab'>r  of 
a  ily.  In  c  iiiip;iri-' in  with  these  retailers  of  atoms,  the  brt/ad 
li:'  I'li.oit    witii  a  -^I'.ire  ' 't    l<'a\-es  on  sale    bt/comes   a    mai-nate 
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of  the   first   importance, 
meat-market    we    learn   \v' 
becomes  of  the  camels  that 
have    g^rown    too    old    to 
work.      The  situation   is 
reversed  in  favor  of  the 
camel,  for  the  camel  no 
longer  carries  the  Arab  ; 
instead  the  Arab  carries 
off  the  camel,  which  has 
been    carefull}'    divided 
suit  the  not  too  fastidious 
purchaser. 

Later    in    the    day    we 
enter    the  street   of  Ouled 
Nayels,  or  Almees,  a  tribe 
of  dancing  girls  without  a  men- 
tion of  which  a  description   of   IHskra  would  be   incomplete. 


KEEN    BARGAINERS 
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■  1 -"■  ■^^-  on.Kn  ^A^I;I.s  in  fiskra 

The  Ouled  Navels  coinin,i(  from  other  oases  in  the  far  south 
or  from  remote  villa<^es  of  the  plateaux  eni'o}'  a  freedom  denied 
to  the  women  of  n.ore  thoroui^hlx'  Mohanmiedani/ed  re,i,nons. 
They  refuse  to  veil  their  faces,  although  the\'  invariabl}"  turn 
them  awa}"  wlien  threatened  1)\'  the  camera,  often  to  the 
advanta.ue  of  the  latter,  tor  the  faces  of  the  older  specimens 
would  test  the  endurance  of  the  strongest  make  of  apparatus. 
We  examine  with  interest  the  curious  jewelr}'  with  which 
tliese   deSert    damsels   deck   theinseh'es. 

Manx'  wear  susjH'nded  trom  the  neck  a  little  fortune  in 
ci'iiis,  a  hrear^t-jdate  iormeii  i  if  /n/{/s  (/  ny.  I'Inglish  so\\;r- 
eiuns  and  ■  ithcr  ,L;"ldcn  coins.  Mx'lriend  uxandnin;^"  the  C(d- 
Iri-tii  ius  disc()\-crs  a  ,!4old  ra^ie  trum  the  United  States. 
'"dA//^  "in.  Mnnsiii(i\  replied  the  damsd,  "  j  lUds  I'l  I 
I'.xp'i i>it Kill   (li      ( '//i(-(ii;-ii.  S!u_'    danx^-d    in    the    A!,L;"erian 

ddicati  r   I'M    till-    Midwav.       N' t  was  t  liis  the  <  >n!\'  echo  of   the 
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f;iir  to  reach  our  ears,  for  a.s  we  strolled  up  and  down  the 
Alinces '  street  in  the  wake  of  three  superb  members  of  the 
natix'e  ca\'alr\'  corps  "  Spahis  "  as  the_\'  are  called  -we 
were  .greeted  from  a  doorwax'  with,  "  How  do  you  do,  Ameri- 
can j^entlemen  ?  Come  see  this  shop  to-(la\'  ;  we  ^oin^^  back 
America  to-morrow  with  new  stock  of  ^oods.  We  catch  so 
much  mone\'  in  ("hica^qo.  '  We  entered  and  enjoyed  a  chat 
\\'ith  two  intelligent  }"oun,s;'  Arabs  who  had  picked  up  a  little 
fortune  at  a  tin}'  kiosk  under  the  shadow  of  the  Ferris  Wheel. 
Toward  evening,  when  cool  shadows  creep  into  the  scorched 
and  thirst}'  streets  of  this  quarter,  the  Ouled  Xa}els  are  seen 
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decked  in  their 
most  georgeous 
ti  n  cr_\' ,  awaiting 
the  opening  of  the 
Arab  cafes.  The 
chief  attraction  is 
their  fhmcing  for 
both  the  weary 
camel-driver  just 
in  from  the  Su- 
dan and  for  the 
pro})er  EngHsh 
fannl}'  who  have 
run  down  from  Algiers  for  a  da\'  or  two  to  get  a  glimpse  of 
desert  life.  Some  of  these  women  are  e\"en  (jueenly  in 
appearance,  others  hideous  be}"ond  descrii)tion.  When  at 
last  night  closes  in,  the  narrow  streets  become  most  weirdly 
animated.  We  glance  in  now  and  then  at  the  doorwa\"s  of 
the  smoking-dens  where  dozens  of  Arabs  he,  lulled  into 
a  state  <){  seini-dreamfulness  b\"  the  fumes  of  "  keef  '  or 
hashish,  which  for  the  moment  (lri\-es  a\va_\'  all  weariness 
and  care,  but  e\er  more  tirmly  binds  its  willing  victims. 
Darkness  and  silence  pervade  these 
while  from  the  do'jrs  of  the 
■ales  pour  floods  of  light, 
-Hatches  of  nneartlih'  „ 
iiiu-ic,  clouds  of  thick  // 
I'  'bafr-o  smok  '  "  '' 
tile  aroma 
c'i'  ais  (■'■fier.  When 
\\f  enter  one  of  tlie^e  \ 
.  Acrcrowded  cates,  we  ' .. 
are-  at  tir>t  da/ed  1)\-  the 
>iL;hls     and     -^Mund-^     tlial 


oKe     ana    / 
of    d<-li-    /( 
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greet  us  ;  but  as  our  e\'es  btxonie  accustomed  to  the  atmos- 
phere, so  full  of  smoke  and  dust,  we  begin  to  gain  a  \ague 
idea  of  the  interior.  A  deafem'ng,  ear-sj)litting,  roof-rending 
sxinphony  is  being  executed  by  the  most  energetic  Arabs  we 
have  ever  seen  ;  an  athletic  orchestra,  whose  frantic  hang- 
ings of  tambourines  and  whose  cheek-bursting  blowings  into 
shrill  flutes,  lead  one  to  doubt  that  its  members  are  of  the 
same  race  as  the  listeners,  -those  calm  shrouded  figures 
serenely  reposing  on  the  wooden  shelves  around  the  walls, 
looking  for  all  the  w'orld  like   a  museum  of  mummies  partially 


IIIK    CASINO    IN    (-i)NSTklC TION 


unwrapped.  Their  e\'es  are  fixed  with  a  \'ague  stare  upon 
the  dancing  Almee.  l^^or  hours  this  continues  ;  the  dancers 
change,  but  the  musicians  thunder  on,  while  with  empty 
eyes  and  bodies  iriotionless  the  Arab  auditors  sit  as  if  en- 
tranced. To  us,  howe\er,  be  the  credit  for  having  roused 
them  from  their  lethargy,  -  a  llash-light  cartridge  did  the 
work.  The  superstitious  customers  tied  from  the  deadly 
brilliancy  and  rolling  clouds  of  smoke  until  the  place  was 
nearly  empty.  Then  the  proprietor  demanded  reilress  for 
his  losses,  the  guests  having  departed  withcmt  settling  their 
accounts.      Willingly   do    we    hand    over    the    price   of    thirty 
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cups  of  coffee  at 
two  Cents  per  cii{). 
Surely  it  is  but  a 
tritle  in  return  for 
a  picture  that  is 
unique. 

l^ut  these  na- 
tive cafes  are  now 
(1  <)  o  rn  e  d  to  ,;4i\'e 
])lace  to  a  more 
ambitious  amuse- 
ment enterprise, 
I  he  Casino  of  l^is- 
kra,  which  at  the 
time  of  our  visit 
Nvas  nearin,u'  com- 
pletion and  is  now 
the  Center  of  Bis- 
kran  gaiet}'.  In 
this 


(  'l"K    \'AL!-.  r     111'-    I'l.ACh 

ca-inc    European    \"isit- 
■  r-  a~-emblf   in   listen 
t)    b^uropean     music, 
t'l    \'.ar:-li     the     natix'e 
d;;nc'r>    on    a     Eur')- 
p'-;;n  .-l;c^r,  and  t-  >  pkiy 
at    EuT!  ipran    :::i;:i''S  i  > 
cli:i;i>-'-.        Niir    ar-.-     th<. 


t  ;-  L'uri 


Aral-  e-Ai^kd. 
':;-  it    ]]■ '[    ;.  !i    cilit  \in:^"  thin 
t  '     an     Arai)     Kai  1    in 


M    A    SH     :■  ?IN'  ,    TOUR 
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re,i;"alia  enter  the  ^aniinj^  rooms,  tak 
the   bank  at  the  baccarat  table  for  a  "^ 
thousand  francs  and  proceed  to  deal    'V 
the  cards.     Too  much,  alas,  has  been 
done  to  continentalize  this  beau- 
tiful    oasis,    but     many     \ear3 
must  elapse  before  the  charm 
of  liiskra  shall  ha\'e  entirely     ^^ 
e\"aporated  in  this    atmosphere 

Ot      SUperilCial      ClVlll-         *^         mups  oi-   thk  desert  in  port 

zation.  ^,^^— a^^'  With  relief  we  turn  from  the  ^reen 
tables  and  come  out  into  a  sunny  scjuare 
where  the  ^aunt,  ugl}-  camels  are  reposing  after  a 
journe_\"  in  the  desert.  Here  every  da}'  arrive  the  caravans 
from  the  far  south  ;  here  is  the  terminus  of  the  desert  routes 
from  the  Sudan  and  Timbuctu.  Some  of  those  cara\ans 
began  their  journeys  six  long  months  ago.  Yes,  as  we  turn 
into  the  road  which  leads  southward  from  the  oasis,  we  realize 
that    we    are   indeed   upon   the   very  edge  of  civilization. 


THK    SAHARA    I.IMITKD 
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]]eyond  us  lie  re,i;ions  about  which  our  conceptions  are 
most  \'af^'ue.  If  we  ask  whence  come  these  carax'ans  and 
whence  the  hardy  nati\'e  sohhers,  the  answer  is,  "  From 
\\'ar<4la  "  or,  "  l^^om  Tou^^'"ourt.  "  Looking  in  an  atlas  we 
ma\-  inid  such  names  })rinted  far  down  on  the  map  of  Africa, 
where    the    yellow  ink    tells    of    the    presence    of    the    Great 


>ahara.  \\'ar,^]a  and  d"()u;4,i;nurt  are  the  most  important  oases 
Vft  (ici-npicd  1)\^  i'raiirc  in  tlu.'  extreme  sr)uth,  and  the-  tales 
\\  c  lii-ar  'I*  those  far-off  desert-cities  intlame  us  with  an 
irre-i-nl)le  d,t;^^■(;  t(j  \-isit  at  k:ast  one  of  tliem.  We  make 
imjinrii-  ;i-;  to  tin-  facilities  f< -r  tra\el  in  the  deSert  the 
di--tarice  to  TiMi-^ourt,  the  rtiad-.  the  ';ieans  of   transport,  and 
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the  time   that  such  an  expediticjii 
would  re(]uire. 

W'e  learn  that  between 
Biskra  and  Touj^gourt  He 
about  one  hundred  and 
tifty     miles     of     sandy 
nothingness  ;    that 
there  is  no  road,  only 
an  ever-shifting  trail  ; 
that    to    reach    Toug- 
gourt    on  horseback 
without  relays  would  re- 
quire a  week,    on    camel 
back  much  longer  ;   for  ordi- 
nary camels  are  slower  than  horses, 
and  racing  camels  or  mehari   cannot   „,,,^, 


ALLS  AND   lAl-M  1  Kl-;i-. 
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be  obtained  at  this  season.  l-)Ut  there  is,  they  tell  us,  a 
cjuicker  \va\'.  Every  third  niornin.i^'  the  desert-mail  leaves 
Biskra  in  a  two-seated,  three-horse  wa,<^on,  a  sort  of  desert 
(////X>'(wn'(\  which,  thanks  to  ei,u'ht  rela}"s  of  horses,  accom- 
plishes the  journe}'  in  two  long  da_\'s  of  sixteen  hours  each. 
To  be  sure,  a  wagon  journey  in  the  desert  does  not  appeal 
to  us.  — it  Seems  so  shockingly  {)rosaic.  Hut  a  glimpse  of  one 
of  the  streets  of  native  Biskra,  so  strangel}"  beautiful,  intensi- 
hes  our  interest  in  that  other  oasis—  so  far  awa\'  -which 
must  be  e\'t;n  more  strange,  more  African  than  an\'thing  in 
IHskra.  And  we  resolve  to  go  down 'deeper  in  the  desert-  — 
to  cross  the  sands  in  a  four-wheeled 
ship.      W'e   make    arrangements 
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with  the  authori- 
ties of  the  postal- 
service  to  carry 
us  to  Touf(<^ourt, 
aUow  us  two  (hiys 
there,  and  brin<( 
us  back  to  Biskra, 
all  within  the 
week.  We  hope 
to  find  strange 
things  out  there 
upon  the  desert, 
but  surel}'  no- 
where shall  we 
iind  more  lovely 
scenes,  more  pas- 
sively  beautiful 
pictures,       than 

HKNCK   STARTS    THK    SMIAKVN    ilMIIKl)    MAIL  thoSC      prCSCUted 

b\'  these  Biskran  b_\"ways  into  which  we  turn  as  we  retrace 
our  steps  toward  the  Trench  quarter.  \\'h\'  suffer  the  dis- 
comforts and  fatigue  of  a  journey  in  the  desert,  you  mav  ask, 
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when  in  a  tcn-niinute  stroll  w^ 
nia_\'  lose  ourselves  in  this 
eit}'  of  mud  walls  a 
towerinf(  pahn-trees, 
this  (lreain-cit\"  so 
silent!}'  impressive  ? 
Its  ver}'  coloring''  is 
reposeful  ;  the  ^iare 
(if  \\' h  i  t  e  wa  s  h  ed 
walls  is  wanting",  and 
all  is  in  tencU^r  ^reei 
and  restful  browns 
yellows.  True  ;  but 
of  the  unknown,  the  desire  t(jr  '">-■ 
the  unexpected,  and  the  fever  for  novelty  that  is  the  torment 
of  ever}-  traveler  bid  us  leave  13iskra  and  its  comforts  and 
Seek  more  \i\'id  nnpressions  of  desert  life  in  regions  where 
the  tele,i;i'a[)h  and  railway  are  not  known.  Accordinj^ly  we 
make  our  tinal  pre})arations  and  retire  earl}',  for  the  courier 
wa^on  starts  at  three  o'clock  in  the  mormn,^'  to  proht  by  the 
coolness  of  the  early  hours.  Mow  unearthl}'  was  that 
departure  of  two  half-awakened  trax'elers,  wIkj  in  the  silence 
nt  the     desert     ni,uht    Were    whirled 

awa}'  from  J)iskra  as  from  a 

hnal    outpost   of    ci\'iliza- 

tion  into  the  unknown  I 

',  Wdieii  reall}'  awake   to 

\   t  h  e  i  r    surroundini^s, 

\    the}'  hnd   themseh'es 

I  far  out  upon  the  \ast 

•'    dese-rt,     wlu  re     hour 

aftiu"   hour  three   nns- 

erable  animals  drai;"  the 

iumberini/    \'ehicle    alom:' 
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the  saiidv  trail,  traced  by  former  passings  of  the  same  chimsy 
conve\aiice.  The  driver,  a  rude  l^'renchman,  com  erses  in  a 
guttural  patois  with  the  two  Aral:)  passengers  who  sit  l;e>ide 
him,  or  shouts  at  his  team,  encouraging  them  \\  ith  cries  like 
those  which  savages  might  utter.  Our  fellow-passengers, 
reserved  and  proud  like  all  their  race,  content  themselves  by 
rudely  nodding  at  us.  A  vague  apprehension  soon  takes 
possession  of  us.  Already  Ijiskra  seems  more  than  a  thousand 
miles  awav.      Even  the  arrival  of  the  dawn  does  not  raise  our 


WHAr  \\i;  si:i-;  mi.   i>a\ 


spirits.      To    our   surprise  a  cold   biting  wind   springs  up  with 
the   appearance   o(   the   sun.      "Oh,    v.'hat  a  cheerful   expedi- 

wh\'  did   we   start.'"'   and    I   from 


tion 


lis   rnv   irKMUl 


the  bottom  of  my  chilled  and  cheerless  soul  ecdio  his  ques- 
tion, 'bhi'  harsh  bells  upon  the  horses  collars  plav  an  ear- 
racking,  jangling  music  ;  now  and  then  Arabs  on  toot,  bound 
for  l)iskra,  tht  b\"  like  specters,  ^vhile  the  \ista  on  which  wc 
look  out,  though  e\'er  changing,  remains  e\"er  the  same  :  a 
\\aste  of  sand,  here    dotted    with    tin\'   clumps    of   sage    brush. 


i;o 
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tlicre  broken  b}'  little   hillocks  that  look  like  nameless  .graves. 
"  Antl  we  are  to  endure   four  daws  of  this,    "  sighs  my  friend 
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*'four    (lays    absolutel}'  devoid   of 

f.  incident!    '  but  this  mournful 

^^^^[A^XjM^H^  '  an  incident  which   hterall}' 

\^  [       \  panions.    An  unusually  deep 

rut  is  the  cause  of  the  catas- 
trophe ;  the  rear  wheels,  with  a 
A  s'NSHAr.E  IN  THK  SAHARA         despairin<(  creak,  announce  their  inten- 
tion  of  restin^^-  in  the  rut,  while  the  front  wheels  and  horses, 


with  a  praiseworthy 
Toug'gourt,    con- 
Something 
and   give   it 
ing  us  for- 
the  necks 
startled 
and     un- 
n  i  o  u  s  1 }' 
the   dri\-er 
into     the 
set    to    work 
minutes   of    dis- 
b\'  soine    p  a  >  ^  i  n  i( 
to  repair  the  break 
straps.      Then   our  desert  ship  j)ro- 
Ceeds.      At  e\"er_\-   jo^  we  ex- 
pect   a    repetition     of 
the   accident,    but 
fdrtunatel}'    the 
wai:i>ii    holds 
together,     a  n  d 
We  LiraiUialh"  tor- 


wN'i;     \ND    TALKlNi 


ambition    to    get   to 
tiime  to  advance, 
has     to    give, 
does,  pitch- 
ward  onto 
of     the 
.Arabs, 
cererno- 
dumping 
head-  first 
sand.      We 
after    a    few 
ma\ ,  and  aided 
tia\elers    manage 
with  ropes  and  with 


ft 


^» 
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j^L-t  ihat  our  ;irri\'al  in  'rnui;'i:'"->urt  on  time  depends  upon  the 
durability  ut  a  \'ard  <jf  mtten  r(;){,ie  and  a  leatlier  strap.  We 
lia\'e  now  coiniuenced  an  acquaintance  witti  our  two  ,<4U'a\'e 
C(.in!pani(;)ns.  and.  witli  the  drix^er  a-^  inter})reter,  carry  on  a 
\"ery  lab'Mred  coiwer-atirni.  for  unlike  the  city  Arabs  the-e  do 
not  speak  the  lan,i:"ua,u'e  ot  their  conquerors. 

.\t  the  request  of  the  dri\"er  We  frequently  ,u"et  out  to 
li,^"hten  the  wauein  when  the  trad  traverses  stretches  ot  un- 
usualh'  hea\"\'  sand.  Idle  elder  ui  <jur  fellow-travelers  seeins 
to  take  a  likini;'  t':*  me.  He  does  not  speak  a  \v(jrd  of 
I-'rench  :  m\'  knowled,u"e  of  .\rabic  is  limited  ti5  se\'en  Avords, 
but  conversation  never  lan::'uishe-.  Mr.  Lakdar  ben  Maniar 
rattles  on,  m  Arabic  :  I  rej'ix'  in  En,i:lish.  bcjth  en  i(D\un,<4'  im.- 
nifn-(d\"  this  intt-rchanye  of  thought-.  At  any  rate  it  is  far 
111  tirr  than  I^orpinu'  silence  in  this  opprtjssi\'e  desert  that 
Se-'  ni>    like    a    diad    occan    without    a    wa\'e        without    a  mur- 


:t:V'  ,    "A?-: or 
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The  younj:(er  man,  his  eldest  s(jn,  treats  him  with  the  utmost 
deference.  "How  rich  is  he?"  I  ask  the  (h"i\'er.  "  Oh  I 
very  wealthy  for  a  nati\'e  ;  he  must  have  at  least  io,ooo 
francs.  "  Two  thcnisand  dollars  I  And  we  redouble  our 
attentions  to  this  desert  Rothschild,  and  even  ^o  so  far  as 
to  offer  him  a  ^lass  of  our  precious  champaj^ne,  of  u'hich 
only  one  pint  remains  ;  certain  that,  being  a  Moslem,  he  will 
not  dare  accept.      But  alas  I     his  courtes}'  overruled  his  prin- 


.  --^immM 


ciplcs,     althouj4h    thereafter    he    prayed    lonj.,''    and     fer\'entl\' 
durinf^'  e\'ery   halt,    b(n\in,L:-  repeated!}"   toward    Meera. 

Often  throughout  tlie  da_\"  the  painful  sameness  of  our 
proj^Tess  is  relie\'ed  I)}'  the  j)assin,i^'  of  some  desert  express 
composed  of  a  train  of  Saharan  sleepini^-cars  in  which  travel 
the  wdled  beauties  ot  some  kaid  or  a,i;ha,  some  chief  of  a 
nomad  tribe.  .\t  the  apprt)aidi  ot  summer  the  tribes  inhabit- 
mu'  the  oasi-s  make  their  wa\'  northward  to  the  pastures  on 
the  hi,^h  plateaux    to   escape    the    intense    lieat.      Then  Biskra 


174  OASIiS  OF  THE  ALGERIAN   SAHARA 


witnesses  the  ])assiii;j^  of  an  entire  peo})le, — the  ^\■omen, 
children,  tents,  and  all  their  belon,i;in<i"s  borne  on  the  backs 
of  thirt\'  thonsand  canuds.  E\ery  year,  on  the  appointed 
da\'  in  June,  this   huge   confederation   of   the   Algerian  Sahara 


K  \i  IN(,     (_  \Mh  I  S 


ris('S  up  as  one  man.  and  with  its  horses,  its  loaded  camels, 
its  donke\s,  its  women,  and  its  dogs  connneiices  a  migration 
like  those  grand  (lisj)lacements  of  an  entir(^  j^opulation  of 
whirh  we  read  in  ancient  history. 

C'arax'an  after  caraxan  hies  })ast  the  kaid  of  Biskra  and 
wciids  its  WAV  thr(;ugh  the  gates  of  the  desert  and  uip  to  the 
rooler  lands  north  of  the  Aures  Mountains.  ddiere  tlu/y 
niid  [la-tun-  for  their  animals,  lor  althougli  during  the  greater 
part  ot  the  \c;ir  the  eamel  is  assured  ot  am])le  nf)urishment 
IrDiii  till'  dry  tults  of  dust}'  green  that  ap])e;ir  like'  a  S))arse 
nKupi'iii  hc'ii-d  oil  till-  icdd  face  of  the  Sahara,  there  comes 
a  time  wlirii  iacii  the  mai'X'ejinis  (diemistrv  oi  the  came'l  s 
-[iiiiiaeli    c-iniH't    i-e-iiKc    (lr\-    brush    into   that    llesh  and  blood 
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and  strcnj^th  on  which  tlie  Arab  owner  niakes  such  cxtrava- 
f^aiit  (leniands.  The  fact  that  these  })()or  sad-faced  brutes 
can  travel  thirty  miles  a  day  and  carry  loads  weij^hin.i;  ei^^ht 
hundred  pounds,  and  do  it  on  such  food  as  they  can  find 
en  route,  seems  little  short  of  marvelous.  Moreo\er,  the 
camel  carries  his  own  supply  of  water  and  provisions  with 
him.  He  has  been  known  to  travel  fifty  nnles  a  day  for 
five  successive  days  without  dri]iking.  His  hump,  we  know, 
is  not  put  on  for  picturescjueness'  sake;  it  is  the  camel's 
luncheon  basket  !  Wdien  on  long  journeys  food  cannot  be 
had,  he  simply  lives  on  his  own  hump  by  a  mysterious  process 
of  absorption,  reaching  his  destination  with  a  flat,  humpless 
back  and  a   contented  stomach.      And  even  a  dead  camel  is 

rich  in  possibilities.      His 
hide   makes   splendid 
leather;    his  coarser 
hair  is  woven  into  idcul 


SOAKKU    IN    SrSSlUMi 
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f'.)r  tuiits  and  ,t^arincnts  ;  the  tiiicr  (]ualit\',  exported,  comes 
tn  us  in  the  form  of  daint\'  brushes  ;  his  tlesh,  the}'  sa_\',  is 
just  as  i^ood  as  beef,  ;ind  his  hun^ij^  is  famous  as  a  ,!^astro- 
uiimic  kixury.  His  bones  onl_\'  are  distlained  and  left  to  fioat 
hke  \\Teckai;e  on  this  N'eHou"  sea.  \'erih\  the  camel  is  a 
useful   (juadruped,    meritini(  a   iiappier  fate  1 

As  the  sun  mounts  hii^her    in   the    cloudless  sky,  the   heat 
becomes  intense.      A    flood    of     liijht   submer^'es   ever\"thing:. 


Ab:>\"e  US  riijls  an  incandescent  ,L:"lobe,  scijrchin^'  the  atmos- 
phere. Some  one  has  said  that  "the  sun  is  sovereis^n  of 
these  solitudes  :  a  wanderini;"  sultan  wdio  will  t(^)lerate  no  life 
alui^'  his  path,  who  dex'ours  the  air  and  the  clouds  and  the 
'■artli,  and  tlu-n  when  this  monarch  h;is  destroNed  all  reali- 
ties, he  creates  illusions  to  torment  the  tra\'e!er.  '  A  nnra,^''e 
IS  e\-er  })resent  on  the  horizon  ;  lakes  and  mountains,  <.(roves 
ot  palms,  I'-rm  and  disseiU'e  as  if  nature  were  conductiniiC 
a  -tefe' ipti'-Mii   i,-ctiu-e    wuh    the   surface    of   the   desert   for   a 
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scret-n.      W'c   see,    how- 
c\'ci",  one  e.\]);inse  of 
water    that    is    no 
niira,ye  ;    it   is  tlie 
Shott,    or    Lake, 
Melrhir,  a  shallow- 
salt}' sea,  two  hun- 
dred miles  in  lenj^^th, 
and  at  certain  seasons 
less    than    three    inches 
^"■"^^  deep.      Its    bottom    is    of 

brackish  mud,  and  emits  an  odor  resemblin<{  that  of  garlic, 
due,  we  are  told,  to  the  presence  of  bromides  in  the  stagnant 
mass.  It  IS  one  of  a  series  of  similar  lakes  that  stretches 
away  eastward  into  the  regenc}'  of  Tunis.  The  P'rench  have 
proposed  to  tiood  this  region,  which  lies  below  the  level  of  the 
sea,  by  cutting  a  canal  from  the  Gulf  of  Gabes  and  thus  create 
an  island  sea  in  the  Sahara  ;  but  its  extent  would  not  be  great, 
and  its  utility  would  be   most  doubtful. 

We  skirt  for  some  miles  the  muddy  shores  of  Shott 
Melrhir.  then  reach  dry  sand  again,  and  finally  halt  for  the 
night  at  the  half-way  station,  where  the  realities  of  desert 
life  again  assert  themselves.  Unpromising  indeed  is  this 
wa}'side  restaurant  in  the  Sahara.  The  advertisement  of  the 
establishment  should  read,  "You  bring  the  dinner,  we  do 
the  rest.  lUit  fortunately  we  have   brought   a  chicken  — 

whose  bones  we   lea\'e   to   bleach  upon  the  sand.      The  name 
of  this  place  looks  ver_\"  simple 
when  printed  in  black 
and    white,    but    on 
being   uttered    by 
the  natnes  with  the 
.-(UTect    .Vrabic     i)ro- 
uunriatii">n,    it   struck    us 
r.' 


.M^T'^'^hU^ 


■*-tw 
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as   S(iiiiethin<i'   a   little    be\'ond   cuir  powers. 
It   is   written    "M  raier."  and  the  nniii- 
itiatetl  call   it   siinpl}'  "  Mariar.    '  but 
in  the  deep  thr(;ats  of  our  travelin^t^ 
companions   it    l)econies  a  sort   of 
chokin,<^    K'^sp.    o\"ertaken    l>\'    a 
death  rattle   and   smothered  in  a 
sand  storm.     To  j^ive  yon  an  idea 
of   hi.iw   it   sounds  on  Arab   lips.  I 
can   (inlv  sa\"   that   if,   as   scientists 
asse-rt,  sounds   can  be  photographed, 
the   p'ortrait   of   the   name  of  this  sand- 
surrounded  hamlet   would   Ior)k    not   unlike 
the  accompan\'inj4"  picture  of  the   sole 
fen:ale   inhabitant   of  the   place. 

■'  At  last  Nve  hnd  her  1  '  proclaims  m\'  friend.  "It  is 
she  who,  of  all  womankind,  was  born  to  '  blush  unseen  and 
waste  her  sweetness  on  the  desert  air  1  '  "      And  aj.rain  after  a 
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second  look.  ''No  woiidtT  that  1u.t 
husbaml  Iccls  coiii{)clle(l  to  li\e 
here,  lie  must  need  lots  of  sand. 
Next  day  we  again  begin 
our  journey  at  that  unearthly 
hour,  3  A.  M.  I  need  not  say 
that  slumber  came  easily  to  us 
the  night  before  ;  that  sixteen  long 
hours  of  travel  under  a  burning  sun 
had  produced  a  weariness  which  soon 
sent  us  to  the  land  of  dreams, — a  land  far  less  fantastic  than 
the  real  world  about  us.  Nor  is  it  easy  to  shake  off  our 
weariness  hours  before  the  dawn.  Yet  at  the  first  call  we 
resolutely  rise  ;  all  drowsiness  fled  before  the  awful  fear  of 
being  left  in  such  a  place  as  "  M  raier.  " 

In  the  cold,  still  night,  preparations  for  the  start  are 
tjuickly  made.  Two  soldiers  stationed  at  this  place  assist 
the  driver  ;  our  Arab  companions  crouch  silently  against  the 
wall  ;  in  the  distance  are  two  camels  looking  like  belated 
ships  far  out  from  shore.  But  who  can  put  in  wonls  the 
weirdness  of  those  early  morning  hours, — the  unearthliness 
of  the  sleeping  desert  ?  Who  can  describe  the  solemnity  of 
the  Saharan  sunrise  ?  First  comes  a  palish,  pinkish  glimmer 
in  the  east,  tb.at  grows  and  grows  until  the  morning-star  is 
toucht'd  b\'  it,  and  at  the  touch  expires  ;  (juickly  the  \'apors 
gather,  clouds  come  hurr\ing  from  some  mysterious  nowhere 
to  meiit  at  the  hori/cui  the  blood-red  monarch  of  the  sk\'. 
^^)r  the  space  of  an  hour  or  mort^ 
the\'  restrain  his  \'iole!ice  and 
rttaril    tlu:    coming     ot     his 

tor  a  space  coolness,  na.y,  *n|^^KjS^^R '»;■,. -:..SBBk:      *W 

luit     presentl\     we    who    a 
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few  moments  since  were  suffering  from  cold  be^iii  to  feel  the 
heat  waves  risinj^"  from  the  sands  to  meet  the  tlood  of  heat 
descendinj^'  from  on  hij^h.  A  little  later  and  we  are  being 
perilled  between  two  fires.  In  onr  day-dreams  we  imagine 
ourseKes  plants,  gasping  in  a  stitling  hothouse, — a  hothouse 
where*  the  temperature  is  rising  stt;adily  and  from  which  there 
is  no  esca{)e.  lint  ere  this  daily  nightmare  overtakes  us,  we 
pass,  soon  after  sunrise,  other  travelers  who  like  us  are  for- 
eigners to  this  strange  land.  It  is  not  a  love  of  travel  nor  the 
promptings  of  curiosity  that  lead  these  men  into  the  depths 
of  .Vlgeria.      Stern    duty    drives,    and    many   are    the   lonelv. 


CHANi.INi;     IIORSI-.S 


liomt'sick  lads  who  spend  tlu;  fairest  }'ears  of  youth  convoying 
militar\-  stores  from  fort  to  fort  or  garrisoning  some  God-for- 
-aktMi  almost  man-forsaken  island  of  this  sandy  sea.  ^'et  these 
niililai-y  trains  represttnt  the  march  of  ci\-ili/ation  and  of 
j)i'MLirc-.s.       Needless  to  sa\'  the  troops  are  h^rench. 

.\ii  hour  hiter  thei'e  liles  soleimdy  i)ast  a  cara\-an  of  camels 
he;iriir^  till-  niattriais  for  the  (■<)nstruetion  of  a  l'2nro]->ean 
iiiiiMiiiL:,  diMifs,  window--,  roo(,  imd  llooring  re'iuh"  fashiom-d, 
til  ill-  tnteil  t' >L;i't  lid-  on  arri\-al  ar  W'argla  or  some  remoter 
pii^t.  Till-  I'liiui'!-  II-  that  h'l'aiict*  is  little  by  little  inti'o- 
(lui  iiil;'    \\'-\\     lliiii--    to    tlii-   de-ei-t  i)L-oi)iean(l    teacdmii'"  them 
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valuable    lessons   of 
all     kinds.       True, 
these    nomads   of 
the  Sa  hat"  a   have 
been  very  balky 
scholars,    and 
many    are    the 
severe  and    even 

cruel  chastisements  to  which  their 
mistress  has  subjected  them, —  her  "  ^  uaysidk  inn- 
conscience  clear  like  that  of  a  mother  punishing'  rebellious 
children  for  their  own  future  good.  The  camels  of  another 
caravan  northward  bound  are  freighted  with  huge  sacks  of 
dates  ;  and  dates,  we  know,  are  the  wealth  of  Sahara.  With- 
out the  date-palm,  life  in  Sahara  would  be  almost  impossible  ; 
without  the  date-palm  the  commerce  of  the  Algerian  desert 
would  amount  to  nothing"  ;  there  would  be  no  need  for  these 
long  caravans,  the  occupation  of  the  Arab  and  the  camel 
would  be  gone.  lUit  the  culture  of  the  date-palm  is,  and  will 
long  remain,  the  most  important  interest  of  both  the  native 
and  the  colonist.  This  traffic  in  dates  has  assumed  propor- 
tions that  are  surprising  to  the  traveler.  We  meet  every  da}' 
dozens  of  similar  cara\'ans,  and  e\'ery  one  is  bearing  tons  of 
dates    to    Biskra.      Our   route    lies   throug-h   one   of    tlie    most 
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interesting,'"  (l;itL-}:»ro'hicin,L:"  rej^Mons  of  Al.ueria,  through  a  chain 
of  oascs  kn(")\vn  as  the  Oases  of  Oue'd  Rirh, —  islands  of 
emerald  in  a  sea  of  x'ellow  sand,-  -dots  (_)f  fertility  in  the 
\'alle\'  of  that  celebrated  rix'er,  the  (3ued  Rirh.  Rut  you 
(•xclaini.    "We    see    no   river  1  Xor    is    this    strange.      The 

ri\'er  Rirh  is  not  like  other  ri\"ers.  It  is  a  ri\"er  possessed  of 
almost  human  cunning.  fust  as  the  Moors  in  Morocco  hide 
their  treasures  in  the  earth  lest  they  excite  the  cupidity  of 
their  sultan  and  in\'ite  a  conhscation  of  their  fortunes,  so  the- 
( )ut-d  Rirh,  knowing  that  the  sun,  the  sultan  of   the  desert,  is 
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(lares  not  spread  out  her  precious  waters  l)efore  his  annihihi- 
tin^  j^lance  ;  instead,  she  hides  them  carefully  beneath  the 
sands,  f^ar  below  the  parched  surface  of  the  desert  she  has 
hollowed  out  an  endless  treasure  cave,  throu^''h  which  her 
silver  waters  safeh'  j^lide.  But  to  the  poor  dwellers  in  this 
thirsty  land  she  has  whispered  her  secret  ;  they  have  been 
permitted  to  dig  wells,  to  tap  the  precious  flood  and  thus  pre- 
serve their  oases,  their  palm-trees,  and  their  lives.  It  has, 
however,  remained  for  the  Frenchman  to  realize  to  the  fullest 
extent  the  blessinia:  of  that  concealed  river.  The  native  wells 
were  naturallv  crude  and  often   became  choked  at  the  source, 


Nil    A    l-  \I  M     <,KO\  b. 


endang'erino'  the  \'er\'  existence  of  the  oases.  Often  the 
angr\-  sun  has  scorched  the  trees,  reduced  the  habitations  to 
dust  and  driven  the  people  out,  before  the  obstruction  in  the 
well  could  be  removed  b}'  the  primitive  methods  of  the 
native  divers.  And  these  divers,  called  the  R'tass,  deserve 
an  honorable  im-ntion.  The\"  form  a  semi-religious  con- 
traternit}'  :  their  duties  demand  the  exercise  of  superhuman 
courage,  endurance,  and  unselfishness.  Tht'\'  ma\'  l)e  called 
the  iiremen  oi  the  oases  ;  they  light  the  tires  of  heaven  by 
releasing  the  waters  strangled  in    the  sand. 

When  the  (ii\-ers  learn  of  a  stoppage,  or,  as  thev  sa\', 
the  "blinding  of  t!ie  e\e  of  a  well,  thev  hasten  to  the 
point    of    danger.      One    of    tb.eni    strips    and    stops    his    ears 


;s        n.\si:s  oi-  'I'm:  .\L(;i:r!a.\  ^.\11AKA 
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With  wax  ;  then,  fillinj^'  his  hinj^s  witli  air  aliiKJSt  t(3  the 
l^urstin^  ])oint,  he  (hsappears  helow  the  surface.  I  have 
iii}-self  Seen  the  second-hand  of  my  watch  <^o  round  the  dial 
four  times  before  the  <h\er  rea])peare<L  h^jr  four  minutes 
he  was  out  of  si^ht  beneath  the  ^\■aters  :  then  up  he  came, 
bearing'  a  basket  tilled  with  the  mud  that  he  had  scooped 
awa\'  trom  the  "blind  e\e  '  of  the  well  one  hundred  and 
tlnrtv  feet  below.  This  is  repeated  until  the  well  be,i;ins  to 
llow  ai^ain.  It  is  no  woiujcr  that  the  nu-n  ot  this  order  art- 
I'l'ikfd  upon  as  little  short  ot  saints.  .\s  I  ha\-e  said,  thiur 
(■'ft' M"!--  ari'  not  alwa\s  succcsst  ul,  and  wlu-n  tlu/  b'rencdi  mili- 
t;:i\"  liiiTi-^  r;iii]c,  tlio\'  called  iiiodrm  ma(dnni-i'\'  to  their  aid 
and  lrii<-d  aiM'--;ian  wells,  wliudi  ,L:i-i'atl\'  inei-e;i^,-d  tli<;  pro- 
di^et  o '  IP  ---  1 't  the'  iia--e>.  Ili'ii  I'llier  li"enehnien  came, 
>j -i-eui.iloi-^,  \  i-i' iniri'--.  if  Veil  will,  and,  tempted  b\-  the 
\<  '--i  In!  Ill--  '  'i  a  s  ■i-iit  me  e  nil  no-  ^  >\  tin:  date,  llie\  lei-nned  a 
(■'le;'.!!!'..    e'oi,in'''i    tieni     ;h''     I   T'IkIi     l:' '\  ei  nn  km  i  t     e\teii.-i\"e 


o.vsiis  c)i<  Till':  al(;i:rian  saii.vra 


1.S9 


'f^raiits,  stretches  of  the  desert  sand  tliou^i^ht  to  he  doomed 
to  eternal  ster-iht}',  and  h\'  means  ol  artesian  wells  the\'  ha\'e 
created  new  oases  which  excel  the  old  in  the  richness  and 
splendor  of  their  ve<^etation.  W'e  make  onr  noonday  halt 
in  the  fresh  coolness  of  one  of  these  newly-risen  isles  of 
^reen.  We  see  limpid  waters  well  up  from  the  thirsty  soil 
and  flow  jo\-ously  through  the  tiny  canals,  carefully  arranged 
for  their  proper  tlistribution.  The  palm  roots  drink  their  fill 
and  repay  the  labor  of  man  a  hundredfold  in  clusters  of 
luscious  fruit.  Sometimes  a  single  cluster  will  weigh  as 
much  as  fort}'  pounds,  one  tree  producing  in  a  season  two 
hundred  pounds  of  dates.  The  Arabs  say  that  the  date-palm 
can  attain  perfection  only  when  living-  thus,  with  its  feet 
bathed  in  cool  waters,  its  head  kissed  by  the  fires  of  an 
incandescent  sky.  W'e  do  not  wonder  that  dwellers  in  the 
desert  love  the  date-palm.  It  is  as  great  a  blessing  to  them 
as  the  camel.  It  lives  a  hundred  years  ;  it  gives  them  food 
and  shelter  ;   it  gives  them  the  gold   of  its  fruit,  which  passes 
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current  in  all  the  markets  of  the  world.      And,  when  it  ceases 
to  produce,  its   sap   is    made   into   a    mild    kind    of   wine,  the 

heart    of   the    tree    is    eaten  ;    the 
root  and  leaves  are 
or  fences  and  roofs, 
mats  and  ro})es  and 
laskets.      The   in- 
habitants   of    these 
oases  are  a  race  of 
mulattoes  distinct 
from    other    races 
of     Alj^eria  ;     they 
lack     the    surliness 
and    tin.'    reserve    of 
u-    coast    races,    and 
osscss    in    some    dc- 
■(■  the  affable  dispo- 
sition   of   the  netrro. 
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lUit  (lesi)itc  the  interest  of  the  journey  itself,  every  mile 
of  its  intiniteK'  varied  monotony  liavinj^-  for  us  the  charm  of 
noveltw  we  hail  with  deli.^ht  the  hrst  glimpse  of  Toug>;ourt 's 
mos<iues  and  towers  which  distinctly  outline  themselves 
a.i^ainst  a  rosy  sky  just  as  the  day  is  dyinj^'.  Behind  us  lie 
more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  sandy  trail,  over 
which  we  must  soon  retrace  our  steps  ;  but  there  before  us  is 
the  capital   of    the    Oued    Rirh.  the  m}sterious  Touj^^j^ourt.  so 


AT    LAST    THE    T(>\VEKS   OF    TOfGGOURT 


vai^ueh'  m.entioned  in  l)r)oks  of  history  or  travel,  so  far  from 
the  trotlden  hii^hways  of  the  world.  The  last  sta,<;e  of  the 
joiu'iie}'  has  been  a  long  one.  thirt_\'-tive  miles  of  deep  \ield- 
ing  sand.  Our  wear\'  animals,  the  fourth.  rela\'  of  the  daw 
can  barely  crawl.  Yet.  once  within  the  city-gatL^>,  thc\' 
respiuid  to  the  lash,  and  v>-e  make  ;!  most  spiritinl  entr\'  int(^ 
the  nuirket-place.  -  horses  at  full  gallrij).  whip  crackmg, 
drix'er  shouting.  :uul  a  mob  of  n;iri\'es  giving  chase  to  witness 
the   arnx^al    of    ihr    strangers    ;it    TtMiggourt's  primitiw-  hiitel. 
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The  hotel,  of  course,  the  oiih'  one  in  town,  is  called  with 
an  appropriateness  that  n(j  one  can  dispute,  "  L'  Hotel  de 
r  (Jusis.  We  tind  it  \er}'  conilortable  :  its  j^roprietor.  a 
I'rench  colonist,  assigns  fj  us  the  two  best  rooms.  \\"e 
knoN\'  the\"  are  the  best,  liecause  there  are  but  two  .yuest- 
roorns  in  the  establishment.  There  are  no  other  f^uests, 
but  we  share  the  })ri\  ile.i^es  of  the  table  d  hote  with  a  number 
of  French  nnlitar}'  Cifiicers,  the  postmaster,  and  the  professor 
of  the  ne\\i}'-established  public  school.  That  Touggourt  is 
an  important  militar\"  post  is  attested  by  the  splendid  struc- 
ture opposite  the  hotel.  It  is  the  barracks  of  the  "  Spahi  " 
or    the    natu'e    cavalr}'. 

The  j^arrison  of  T'juo:gourt  is  composed  entirel}"  of  native 
Soldier}',  connnanded  \)\  French  officers.  The  infantry  are 
known  as  "  Turcos,  and  \vear  a  Zouave  uniform.  The 
ca\"alr\"  are  known  as  "  Spahis  :  they  wear  the  nati\"e  dress, 
and  form  one  of  the  most  picturesque  ca\'alry  bodies  in  the 
world.  Their  horsemanship  is  \vorld-famous,  and  their 
braverx"  has  frequentl}'  been  testetl,  —  most  frequently  in  right- 
ing against  the  troops  of  bd'ance  during  the  ^var  of  conquest 
taHBnjsa^Q  and  the  insurrections.  Their  faithfulness,  n'wv 
I~^  "^  "     \    ^^^^^^    the}'    are    enlisted  as  \'olunteers   under 

■JA  the  llag  of  the  Republic,  \'et  remains  t'"j  be 
\     tried,  but   the   militar}'  authorities  ajiprar 
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convinced  of  it  except  in  case  of  a  religious  war.  Against 
a  common  enemy  these  desert  cavaliers  would  tight  side  by 
side  with  their  French  brothers,  to  the  death,  if  need  be  ; 
of  this  no  doubt  has  ever  been  expressed.  Across  the 
market-place  from  the  Spahi  barracks  is  the  walled  enclosure 
or  Kasbah,  the  fortitied  headtjuarters  of  the  h^rench  com- 
manding officer.  From  its  midst  rises  a  sc]uare  tower,  which, 
in   case    of    an   in- 


surrection or  re- 
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be  the  onlv 


ww^^  ■,;.,_ 


irr: 


'■"^.' 
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means  of  com- 
munication with 
the  outer  world. 
Curious  to  in\"esti- 
i(ate,  We  obtained 
from  the  mihtary 
authorities  a  per- 
mit to  send  a  tele- 
gram from  that 
tower  to  Chicago. 
"  A  telegram  V  ' 
you  exclaim,  '  'but 
there    is    no   tele- 

THK    \'.HriK    Kf)!,K,    ISM  !  STA  K  A  Kl.  \-    Ikl-.NCH  tT  r  a  D  ll   .  Aud 

you  are  nglit,  tor  Touggourt  had  not  yet  been  reached  b}' 
that  e\er-spreading  network  of  electric  wires  which  enmeshes 
almost  the  entire  world.  In  the  desert  they  still  relied  upf)n 
thtj  optical  telegraph  at  the  time  ,_.^  of  our 

\'i-it   in   the   \ear  of    i'S94.  " -.^ 
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A  chain  of  towers, 
situated  at  intcr\'als 
of  frcjin  t  \v  e  11  t  \'  to 
thirty  miles,  stretches 
southward  from  ]!is- 
kra  as  far  as  \\'ar,i^la, 
the  last  j^arrisoiied 
oasis  of  the  I'^rencbi. 
In  each  tower  are  two 
hu<^-e  ma<4"ic-lanterns, 
one  pointing  north- 
ward, the  other  south- 
ward. The  lenses  of 
these  lanterns  are 
provided  with  shutters,  which  open  and  close  in  response  to  a 
key  on  which  the  operator  plays  as  on  a  telegraphic  instru- 
ment.     Thus  at  night  news  is 


■11!K   TOWI 
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liashed   across   the   desert 
from  tower  to  tower  by 
intermitting   rays  of     J^ 
light.       We    climb 
the   ladder-like 


,^^- 


*^^!^_^„_ 
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tairs    of    the   tower,    atid   find 
four  soldiers   in   the    upper 
room  l)usil_\'  transmitting 
the    messages    that 
come    in    letters    of 
light  from  W'argla, 
one    hundred   and 
hft}'  miles   below. 
W'e  see   our  mes- 
sage also  fi  a  s  h  e  d 
into  outer  darkness, 
letter  by  letter.      The 
men   in   the  next  tower 
twent\"-h\"e    miles     away 


^»r^' 
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read  the  dots  and  dashes  of   light 
through  a  telescope,  record  them, 
and  then  repeat  them  for 
the  sake  of  accurac}'. 

To  the  north- 
ward we  can  see 
faint  rapid  Hash- 
es  like  i^lowings         ■?;,..  ^ 
of  a  tin}'  tire-tly  ; 
these  re-S})ell  our 
ii;c-;-ai:c  almost 
witlii  'Ut   an  t-rn  >r. 
Tin:-  iri  Mil    tower 
I'  1  t'  'W  (T  it  swift  h' 
lli'-  uiit'l,    n-ai  li- 
in-    1 ;  i  s  1-;  r  a  ,   t  i  i .  ■ 
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A  few  hours  later  our  telei^rani  is  (lcli\'cred  on  the  r;tlier 
side  of  the  worhi,  and  tfie  news,  that  we  are  safe  and  weh 
at  unheard-of  Toui^^i^ourt  far  out  on  the  Sahara  desert,  is 
known   to   fannl}'  and   friends  at   home. 

On  awakening'  next  niornin,!^  we  hnd  that  man\'  of  the 
caravans  camped  in  the  market-place  o\'er  night  have  dis- 
appeared. When  returning  from  the  tower  to  the  hotel  the 
preceding  ex'ening,  we  had  stumbled    through   acres   of   li\-ing 


THK    .MAKK.-;T-i'LA.'E    OF    T''>UGG<:'URT 


th.ings,  for  the  market-jjlace  was  buried  beneath  a  redr)ler.t 
n:ass  nt  camels,  donke\'s,  mule-,  men.  women,  and  children, 
ail  jumbled  trjycther  in  CLMitu-ion.  The  crews  <4  the  \'arir)us 
carawans  had  arranged  shelters  1)\'  j)iling  up  Ix^xes  and  bales 
di  mrrchandi>e.  and  m  the  nooks  betweeii  heap)S  of  date- 
sa^'k-  and  bolts  <  A  Manchi/ster  oi.tt'ius  tli'e\-  bu.sieil  tliemsei\'es 
dunnu  the  earb'  eN't-nniL;"  m  ei ..  .kin.i^  trm^al  suppers  (i\"er  tin}' 
i;rr-.  W'e  Were  lulled  t)  .-ie  'p  \)V  the  hea\'\'  breathmL;'  ot 
tii;it  multitude  and    Iw    ti-e    cau-e---^  i^r- 'anln::"^   ct    a    Inmdred 
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caintjl>.  I-]ut  lon^  bef()rc  dawn  the  Arabs  stole  away,  not, 
h'"iwt-\-cr.  with  foldL'i;!  tents,  ic'V  they  had  none,  nor  silently, 
for  a  N't-ritahle  bedlam  of  human  cries,  cruel  blows,  and  animal 
cnmjilaints  attended  their  dejjarture.  Wdieii  some  hours 
later  we  make  a  round  of  the  market-place,  we  hnd  it  ani- 
niated  \\'ith  the  local  business  of  the  da\'.  There  are  \-enders 
ot  all  Sorts  of  thin,u"s  from  German  glassware,  ,i;ail\'  decorated, 
to  ^rillt.'d  Kr^isshoppers.  ddie  latter  are  ser\'ed  hot  to  passing-- 
epirurt--^  wdio  ma\'  In.'  seen  moditati\'el\'  mbblin,<4'  at  the  deli- 
f::o.i;s    morstds    in    a    shad\"    corner. 

A    me-i"cil;--s    sun    beats   down    iipon    th^r    just    and    mijust  ; 

but    the    hotter     becoiiu-s    the    day    the     more 

-iiUL:b.-   do   the-    iiati\"ts    wrap    around    them 

tlair  hond,(_-i!  '_;armont<,   whi:h    korp    out 

brat  a-  \\'\\   n<  coM.       Abo\-,r    the    rudic 

^'^^^'^  ar^adcS    that    -urround  tla-  <.  piaro  n-;e 

^^^^__  th'-    br!_:ht    L^f'.-n    ti]'^    of    ToiiL^-oin-t  s 


OASES  OF  THE  ALGERIAN    SAHARA 


203 


two  hundred  thousand  pahn-trees,  upon  the  welfare  of  which 
depends  not  only  the  wealth  but  the  \'ery  existence  of  the 
comniunit}'.  The  detail  of  the  business  carried  on  is  e\"en 
more  minute  than  in  Biskra,  and  the  tiniest  transactions  are 
treated  with  imposing-  seriousness  by  the  stately  merchants. 
We  observe  two  \'ery  young-  business  men  putting  their  heads 
together  over  a  most  engrossing  affair,  a  red  fez  cap  being 
the  focus  of  their  attention.  I  have  said  that  in  the  average 
Arab  s  dress  there  is  a  dignity  beyond  compare  ;  may  I  be 
permitted  to  add  that  there  is  something  that  is  less  passive 
than  dignit}'  ?  From  the  intentness  with  which  these  Httle 
chaps  are  looking  into  the  hat  business  they  evidently  believe 
that  there  are  ' '  millions  in  it.  "  One  of  the  two  seems  to  say, 
"  I  ve  got  him  ';  an  assurance  that  is  belied  by  the  doubting 
expression  of  the  other's  chubby  toes.  Leaving  the  little 
hunters  to  their  task  of  extermination,  we  seek  the  coolness 
and  silence  of  the  moscjue.  where  there  reigns  a  peace  and 
freshness   as    grateful    as    that    of    a    thick   grove    of    palms. 

Weary  worshipers  lie  sleeping  ^i  soundlv 

on   the   mats,  completely       .^iF*^  "''^^        en- 
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.,.;^.-^^..^,«r..  '    shrou.lcd  in  their 

f  l]f)win,<4',yannL-nts. 
f  Abox'c  our  huads 
,  arc  delicate  ara- 
l'  heSilUe?,  their 
■  tintin,i^'  hidden  b}' 
[  thick  c  T)  a  t  s  of 
■'  whitewash.  I  n 
„  the  town  there 
are  as  nian\'  as 
t\\ent\'  niosques, 
sureh"  a  lib  e  r  a  1 
su{)ply  for  a  \)'>\)- 
11 1  a  t  i  o  n  <A  but 
seN'en  thousand 
people.  These 
se\'en  thousand 
T  o  u  ^  ,^'  o  u  r  t  i  n  e  s 
ma}'  be  said  to 
li\-e  in  one  .creat 
h(ju5e  (jf  inan\' 
f"^'.^  chandlers;  for  the 
residential  part  of 
d"i  iiri^L^ourt  is  a  \"a-t  irreL^ailar  pile  ot  sun-dri(;d  bricks,  hone\"- 
r-'-nibed  with  narrow  streets  bm'ro'wed  out  like  rabbit  hijles 
b'lieath  the  mass  of  dwelliiiL:-^.  The  thori  lUi^hfares  are 
:-inipl\'  tmiiiels  ]>iercrd  in  th<-  "^rMimd  tloor  of  a  tNvo-storv 
apai"li;;i-nt  hiiuse  and  lighted  from  nliow:.  At  n-ud-da\'  the-x' 
ar-'  ;.-  r..r.l  a-  (:<dlar>,  at  im^lit  black  an.d  still  as  catacombs. 
S:r;, ;:'_:'■  ::i^urf-  haunt  tin-  pa-->ai:<;-,  rf(diiiinL;"  on  lediies  of 
i:.a-' -nry  pr-\  idi- d  \' •!'  the  oii;i:}(.rt  of  (ii-fam\'  idk-rs.  .\s  we 
n.;.k'-  oi',!'  \'.a_\'  thr- 'ULjli  lln-  :;:,-. /o  ,  ^f  li^ht  and  .-shadow,  our 
r- '  '  pnm!  i'vmlp'  p.. .pi.-  i^  n-t  a  d!-aL:"ro(-ab!e  ono,  for  there 
;.r.-    ;:     ■'.'  .■■'•n     -n.iio-,,    a    d-  /--n     " -alaiiia-       and    Lireetinos  to 
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e\'ery  frown    or   sneer.       The  "  C^hristian  doj^ 
is  not  as  cordially   hated   here  as  in  the  towns 
nearer   the    coast.      Our   local   ^uide,  a.  fore- 
rtnmer   of   the    "Man  from    Cook's,''   is  a 
well-known    citizen,    \vho    speaks   just    a 
little  French.      He   invites   us   into    his 
al)0tle,  and  leadinj^  us  to  his  house-top, 
presents  us  to  his  wi\'es  and  children. 
What   misery,  what  discomfort,  and 
what  dirt  I      It  is  only  the  dryness  of 
the  desert  air  that    keeps  the   pesti- 
lence at  bay.      In  these  hovels  there 
is  no  comfort  ;  the  rooms  are  window-  • 

less  and  dark,  the  terrace  on  the  house- 
top is  b}'  day  almost   intolerable,   baked 
as  it  is  by  the  her_\'  ra}'s  of  the  desert   sun. 
The  sin  of  envy  is  far  from   us   as   we   say 
farewell    to    thi 
that  thev  call 
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CONTKNT  WITH  HIS  CRUFiE 


home.       Think    what    bab_\"hood    and 

chi](lh(j(>(l    must    be    when    passed 

amid  surrounihni^s  such  as  these  I 

Not   to   be    en\'ied  are   the    chil- 

^^•■^^MBI^J^  dren  of   this   metropohs   of    the 

■    — .^•*f-J^^  ■<^  Oued    Rirh.      No  wonder  that  in 

hiter  x'ears  the}'  tind   a   comfort  in 

the    fatahsm    of    the    Moslem    creed. 

There  is  a  .ijreat  work  here  for  the 
missionaries  of  medicine  if  not  for  those  of  reh^^ion.  Ridic- 
ulous superstition  prevents  fond  parents  from  brushing  away 
from  the  inflamed  e}"elids  of  their  children  the  swarms  of 
tiies  that  cluster  there.  These  thes  thus  become  the  mes- 
seng"ers  of  disease  and  pain  ;  the  .i^erms  of  ophthalmia  are 
thus  thorou,i^"hly  disseminated,  and  total  blindness  results  with 
shockinf^  fre- 
c]  u  e  n  c  y  .  T  o 
many  of  these 
children  the  daz- 
zlin,!..;  ,ylory  of  the 
desert  day  will 
soon  be  nothing 
more  than  the 
blackest  n  igh  t . 
1)  a  r  b  a  r  o  u  s 
indeed  are  man\' 
ci  t]u_'  m(-(lical 
praetico '  it  these 
])e  I  1  J)  1  (• .  T  h  L' 
barber  i-  alsn  ih-; 
d.K;t..r.  and  ihr 
r>ii:.d\-  t-r  ;.;i 
th-  \\\-  iIkil 
ib-h  i-  Ih  ir   t  ■ 
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isa  IjiL'ciliii;^'.  crude- 
ly pci"f(jriiic<l  at  the 
back   ot    the    neck. 
The   stolid  indiffer- 
ence   \\ith    which 
the    victim    under- 
goes   his   sufferings 
bespeaks     a 
martyr  '  s 
spirit, 
nor  does 
his  suf- 
fer i  n  f^ 
friend 
who    is 
waiting  for 

the  barber  to  say  "next"'  e\'ince  any  sympath}'  for  him. 
Turning  from  this  unpleasant  spectacle  \N'e  are  confronted 
by  two  gentlemen  in  gorgeous  array,  who  beg  us  in  broken 
French  to  take  a  stroll  with  them  in  the  suburbs.  W'e  accept 
the  invitation  and  presently  find  ourseh'es  "in  the  suburbs." 
The  object  of  our  companions  in  enticing  us  to  a  decidedly 
\'acant  lot  is  not  rtjbberv  but  a  desire  to  be  pho- 
tographed. They  confess  that  the}'  lia\"e  ne\-er 
had  their  pictures  taken.  The\'  liad  just  arrayed 
tluiiiselves  in  their  best  clothes  in  the  | 
hope  of  tempting  us  to  photograph  them.  Tak^^' 
This  remote  s})Ot  has  been  selected  to  ax'oid 
the  undesirable  notDrirty  that  wnuld  result 
should  their  more  orthod(-)x  Moslem  i<;llow- 
citi/ens  witiie-^s  tlie  sinlul  picture-making,  and 
report  this  brea(di  ot  the  cmmand,  "Idi-ni  .-halt 
not  make   to   th\'Selt    th._-'    likeness   of    ;iny    lixing  ^^ 

tlnnu,    '   a   C(Mnma]iil  obeyed  to  the  letter  \>\'  the 
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\'ast  inajorit}'  of  the 
4  Prophet  "s  foHowers. 
j  It  is  a  stran<4e  fact 
,  that  many  of  these 
people  are  utterl}'  un- 
^  able  to  distinguish 
'■  an}'thing  in  a  photo- 
graph or  drawing. 
'  Mohammed  having 
'  prohibited  the  repro- 
■'  duction  of  the  hu- 
man form,  the  Arab 
e}"e,  deprived  of  any 
hereditary"  training, 
makes  out  noth- 
ing in  a  design  or 
picture  that  is  not 
colored.  A  F^renchrnan 
tells  us  that  on  one  occasion  he  showed  a  picture  of  two 
little  babies  to  an  Arab.  The  latter  holding  it  upside-down 
and  thinkin.u  it  must  be  a  portrait  of  the  Frenchman  s  wife, 
remarked.    "She   is   indeed   a   beautiful   woman!" 

On   our  return   to   town,    as   we   pass  a 
cafe,   We  are    liailed    b\'    our    fellow-tra\'- 
eler   of   the   mail-wagon,  Mr.    Lakdar 
ben  Mamar.      He  is  calmh"   sipping 
hi^  Coffee,  surrounded  by  a  C(jterie 
(it  lri(_'iid,^.      ( iraci' )U-1\'  he  bids  us 
)■  'in    till-    parlw  ;it  the  same  lime 
;•■  '!i  .Ilia  imIiiil:"   the   .->er\"aut  ti  >  pr*  >- 
\-\'\'-  i\\  •  >  l;:(  T-  'm:;)^    .  ^    tilo    thick 
k'ii.'i' ■];-;    Ar;d'    I  ■  A  i  i;;-!  ■ .         Some 
'',     bi-   In  ^id-    l-o!  ■■.'.    ;;    i-w   Words 
>\    l"rr-i)'-i..    ;' ::  '     \'.  •    ar  ■    plit;  1    with 


TWO    r,KNrLF-;MHN    f»K    TOI'GCIOI'RT 


i 


I'tVi- 


TW'  >   s'.'.'Fy.LS  IN  1  I'l-: 


OASES  OV  THE  ALGERIAN    SAHARA 


20'J 


manv  curious  (jucstious.  Then  we  show  a  series  of  hirj^e 
photo<4raphs  of  the  Chica<i;()  J:^xpositioii.  At  tirst  they  lir>l(l 
them  u{)sicle-clo\s'n,  then  side-wise,  and  e\'en  when  we  turn 
them  ri.!4"ht-side  u[),  the  j)uzzled  furrows  in  tlit^  Arabs  brows 
are  net  smoothed  out.  The  photo,ura})hs  mean  ahnost  noth- 
in,i;'  to  them, ---that  is.  with  one  exception.  Uy  dint  of  care- 
ful explanations  we  manage  to  conve}'  to  the  mind  of  one  of 
these,  a  \a^au;  conceptif.iu  of  the  meaning  of  the  picture  of  the 


Eerris  Wheel.  The  enlightened  one  then  hastens  to  explain 
to  the  rest  that  the  Ee-rris  Wdieel  is  one  of  the  American 
raih\-a)'  trains,  in  which  the  Americans  gcj  whirling  across  their 
might}-  continent  from  coast  to  coast.  XaturalK'  liis  hearers 
are  lett  speechless  witli  amazement.  Taking  ad\'antai:c.  of 
tliL'ir  })t.-rturl)fd  state  oi  miml.  wr  ])(,;rf(n"m  ;i  few  old  coii- 
iurin,i.:"-tricks  to  lurther  mystify  them.  Hueer  facial  exjn'es- 
siims  are  the  result  of  m\-  haxiiig  swallowed  a  h\-e-franc 
p;ece.        Then    1    proceed    ti.)    tmd     tnc-franc    })icce>    in    e\"er\"- 
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body  's  clothes. 
News  of  this  goes 
abroad  ;  it  brings 
a  swarm  of  beg- 
gars down  upon 
us,  antl  hence- 
forth prudence 
counsels  me  to 
find  nothing  more 
V  a  1  u  a  b 1 e  than 
copper  coins.  Of 
course  these  are 
claimed  by  the 
people  in  whose 
dirty  rags  I  pre- 
tend to  lind  them. 
Loudly  they  sing 
tile  praises  of  my  mystic  power  and  m\  generosity  ;  many 
are  the  volunteers  eager  to  submit  to  my  profitable  la}ing-on 
of  hands.  And  all  this  time  the  throng  is  growing.  The 
report  is   spread   that   two   great    "Marabouts,"    or   wonder- 
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workers,  ;ire  in  town  ;  that  miracles  are  beint;  done  ;  that 
the  poor  find  money  in  their  hands  ;  that  the  ra^s  of  the  bhnd 
ha\e  bej^nn  to  exude  precious  metals.  The  slei^ht-ot-hand 
performance  threatens  to  win  for  us  a  very  dan^^erous  popu- 
larity. A  delegation  of  citizens,  headed  by  a  butcher's  boy, 
presents  itself  to  beg  the  American  wonder-workers  to  repeat 
a  few  of  their  miracles  for  the  benefit  of  late-comers.  We 
are  kept  busy  swallowing  coins,  pulling  them  out  of  turbans 


AMrSED    ON-LOOKERS 


and  burnooses,  making  the  jack  of  spades  jump  out  ot  the 
jiack.  and  mending  holes  in  flowing  garments  from  which  we 
ha\'e  apparently  cut  small  bits  of  cloth.  That  we  success- 
fully tleceived  the  simple  audiences  requires  no  further  proof 
than  that  afforded  by  their  black  faces  on  which  aiiiazement 
and  amusement  are  })ainted  with  con\-incing  force;.  We  are 
saluted  as  supernatural  beings  ;  we  are  followed  e\-ervwhere 
l)y  a  patient  crowd  demanding  a  sign,  and  we  continue  to 
give    "signs    "   until  our  repertory  is  exhausted.        We  almost 
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niiiu-d  tlu;  local  amust-iiu^nt  enterprises.  1  he  storx'-tellers 
and  snake-charmers  saw  their  au(hences  inelt  a\\a\'  ^\■hene^"er 
We  a])j)eare(l.  (  rowds  forsook  the  old  favorites,  and  llocked 
to  witness  tile  feats  performed  1)\'  the  mwsterious  stran.i^ers  wluj 
did /'/''•>/ take  tip  a  collection.  Ihit,  -erioiisK',  our  simple-  ma^t^ic 
did  make  a  prohmnd,  impres.--ion.  Idle  .Vral)  does  not  look 
tortriidxcrw  That  which  he  cannot  understand  he  re,L;ards 
a--  a  miracde.  dda-  man  whf>  perhirms  the  miracle  nnist  he 
a  li'iK'  man.  llt-nce  wr  are  ''holv  men  and  worth\'  of 
rf-pi-ct.  It  wa->  a.  result  of  this  rej)Utation  lor  sanctit\'  that 
\\i-  wia'i-  almo-t  hirct-d  li\'  thi-  propK-  to  si^t  out  next  iiKManm^' 
{■'V  \\:<'  ]]^]-\]]u  ,r]w^  oa-i-^  o)  d'rmacin,  the  abode  o!  the  most 
Ian. 'a:-    ho|\     nian,    ^  ir    Marahout,    of    South    .M^eria. 

i  i-.anii''!  -a\-  ihat  the  aniniak  idiartrred  loj-  tlw  iournex' 
v:<r--  ot  pui"'-  .\ra!)  hkuid.  1  kn^w-  iinK'  that  m\'  (diariier 
-ti'Uii-.  ]:■'  liapp\  n:idiinii  hi'twi-eii  a  slo\\-  paintui  walk  and 
a  tii!"!'>M-  ;:,;'.dd'-n;i;u    ''alkio        tar    more    painlul,  a-.    I   reaji/i-d 
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next  (lav  and  continued  to  rcali/t;  all  the  way  hack  to  ci\iliza- 
tion.  \\ C'  talk  of  the  lastinj^'  impressions  of  travel.  I  thcjr- 
oii^hly  helieve  in  them.  We  were  ur^ed  to  undertake  this 
excursion  to  Tema^in  hy  friends  of  the  Great  Marahout  wIkj 
liolds  his  court  there  in  the  Zaouia  of  his  fathers.  Word  had 
heen  sent  to  him  that  two  inlidel  wonder-workers  were  on 
their  way  to  prove  their  ))owers  in  his  august  presence. 
Herrmann  the  Great  about  to  appear  at  court  before  the 
Akound  of  Swat  or  the  Rajah  of  Paralakimidi,  was  never 
more  anxious  about  the  result  of  a  performance  than  were  we 
as  we  coursed  over  the  smooth  stretches  of  desert  sand  or 
hied     between     the     wind-created     hillocks    on    our    wa\'    to 
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Tiiiii;u;iii.      And  as  after  an  exhilarating^- gallop  we  entered  the 
(Hlapidated   .i;ate    of   Teniac;in  in  the  wake  of  a  train  of   laden 
camels,    we    wondtT    if    we    shall    emerge    triumphant   or  be 
(  hased  out  as  impostors  by  a  deceived  and   anj^ry   holy   man. 
Perhaps  the  old,  old  tricks  which    have   amused   the   ij^norant 
will  he.  but  child's  play  to   this   man   who,    to   retain  his  won- 
derful  influence  over  the  desert 
trifles  —  to  exact  such  will- 
in^'  tribute   from   them 
—  certainly   must   be 
intellij^ent,  possibly 
wise,    at    least    a 
cunnin<4'    man    fa- 
miliar   with    de- 
ceptions,      r^illed 
with      forebodin,^s 
that    our   mission 
will   sureh'   pr()\-e  ri- 
diculous,  we   ai^proach 
the  Zaouia  or  head(piarters 
ot    the   reli.i^ions  iraternitx",  of   which  the  man  wc   are   to   \'isit 
is    the    head    and    chief. 

W'l:  find  in  the  courtyard  a  ,^roup  of  visitors  awaiting 
an    audience     with    tin;    hol\'    ptu'sonage. 

We  know  that  the  Marabout  is  the  grandson  of  a  saintly 
iieriiiit  who  led  an  austere  lib:  here  in  the  (b:sert  and  gained 
a  '^vr'Al  renown  for  sanctitw  When  the  old  lu'rmit  died,  he 
l>ci]iii;iiliid  \()  his  (iescendants  a  \aluable  inheritance  ;  to  wit, 
lii^  ri'pMlalioii  tor  holiness  and  his  poor  old  bones.  The 
1'  ( 1111  at  ion  w;i>  pncidess  ;  the  boiU'S  were  worth  their  weight 
111  '-;oM,  as  •.iibxipieiit  e\'ents  lia\-e  prox'ed.  His  desc^cndants 
lia\  (■  cxplnitci  1  L^i  aiidlat  lu'i"  s  bones  in  a  liighlx'  ci\ili/t_'d  and 
prMtitablc  maiiin'i-.  .\  few  choice  niiracli'S,  a  little  judicious 
aii\  rri  i-,in'' ,    and    bdidld  !    the    eiitiri-    rei-ioii    b)r   hundreds    of 
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miles  around  becomes  tribu- 
tary to  the  Zaouia  in  which 
the  bones  have  been  en- 
shrinecL  Gifts  and  offer- 
ings pour  in  upon  the  happ\" 
possessors  oi  the 
saintl}'  skele- 
ton, until  to- 
day the  fortune 
of  the  family  amounts  to  no 
less  than  a  million  francs, 
invested  partly  in  gilt-edged  real  estate  and  mortgages.  Nor 
have  the  offerings  of  the  pious  yet  decreased  in  volume,  nor 
is  the  prestige  of  the  Marabout  upon  the  wane  ;  for  when  the 
sacred  personage  condescends  to  come  into  the  court}'ard  to 
receive  us,  man}-  of  the  natives  press  forward  to  kiss  the 
hem  of  his  garment,  or  rather  the  ragged  edge  where  the 
hem  ought  to  be.  I  regret  to  say  that  his  complexion 
would  instantlx'  debar  him  from  the  pri\ileges  of  a  first-class 
hotel  in  an}'  of  the  southern  states,  but  his  name  and  address 
would  certainly  look  well   on   the   pages  of  any  hotel  register. 
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He  j;i\'cs  us  a  cordial  ,i;rasp  ot  the  hand,  an  honor  rarely 
paid  t(^  (diristians  1)_\-  a  strict  Mohannnedan.  We.  not  to  be 
outdone    in    courtesx',    ioUow    the    Arab    custom,     and,    after 
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Province    de    CoNt 
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ha\in,i4  touched  his  sacred  palm,  de\'outl\'  raise  our  own 
tin,i;ers  to  our  li])S  and  kiss  them.  ddiese  little  jioliteiiesses 
accomplished,  we  follow  his  holiness  into  the  moscpie  to  look 
upon  the  tomb  containin.i;'  those  income-x'ieldin,^'  bones  of   the 
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f^rcat  aiux'Stor. 
Tlicii  \\c  arc  con- 
ducted to  till'  pri- 
\atc  apartments 
of  the  Marabout. 
'rhrou<^h  an  in- 
terpreter we  are 
bidden  to  remain 
for  1  u  n  c  h  e  o  n  . 
We  accept  the 
invitation. 

Words  fail  to 
tell  of  our  surprise 
on  entering'  the 
boudoir  of  our 
holy  host.  We 
had  pictured  to 
ourselves  a  sanc- 
tum sanctorum, 
contamin^'  possibh'  a  pra_\'er-mat  and  a  copv  uf  the  Koran. 
We  hnd  instead  a  coz}'  den  rilled  \\itli  the  creations  of 
the  instalment-plan  furniture  dealer.  Let  me  recite  a  cata- 
loi^ue  ()f  these  incon.i^ruities.  There  ^vas  one  tall  clock,  two 
cuckoo  clocks,  and  ti\'e  other  clocks,  each  marking;  a  different 
hour:  there  was  a  Irx  (kin.u-,L;"lass.  a  settee,  and  a  table,— 
all  from  the  l>on  Marcdie  of  i^iris  ;  there  were  -Oh,  shade 
of  Mohammed  I  jjhoto^raphic  likenesses  ni  li\-m^-  forms, 
selected  from  the  colle(niiins  in  tlie  window.-;  of  t!ie  Rue  de 
Ri\"oli  ;  there  was  a  kerosene  lam{)  likt.'  tho-^c  ">\"hich  some- 
times han,<4'  abo\"e  the  table  d  bote  in  hxe-iranc-pcr-dax"  pen- 
sions :  and  last  and  ,L;reatirst  wonder  ot  them  ail,  a  h.^nelx' 
^^as-tixture,  comi)K;te  with  its  wall-hrncker.  bru'ner,  and 
,!.:i()be.  Our  host  preuidK"  takes  it  <lo\\ii  to  show  it  to 
us,    for    it     is     merelx'    hum:     niioii    a    hook.       d'here    are    no 
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tilt   lca>t,    unprctcntiijus.      Xo 
than  ti)Urtecn  cnirscs  were  ser' 
>(:iiiif    of   th(.;iii    i)ati\'e  disht-s  a 
soiiiu   ot    thciii  European,  sue 
a-  sariliucs.  tinncil  meat--,  anil 
]£nL;li>h  l)i.-cuit>.     To  our  sur- 
prise      wilie-      \\"a>      pl'inlueed, 
aii'l  th'-  -aint!\"  lips  were  vrvv 
•  'ft'-n  ii;oi-t<-i),-.l  \\-itli  the  h)r- 

hr  1'  I'-Il     il'^f  t;:!'.  It    is   lU.)   siii, 

ho\\,\,-r.  r.r  M:ir:ibi  lilts  to 
irlI!i^.  r  -r  I  \a-r\  laithful  foj- 
1(  )\\  t'l"  uinji-r-eiii' ;-  tli;i  t  wuiio  < 
[):t--i;iL;  th>-  hp-    ■!  ;',  -;.i!it  iiistai 


pipes,  no  con- 
duits, and  no  g-as- 
works  within  ti\-e 
hundred  miles. 
And  then,  just  as 
the  ser\-ant  brin<i's 
in  the  tirst  course 
of  an  intermin- 
able feast,  our 
host  touches  off  a 
Swiss-music  box, 
which  rattles  out 
rollickin'j'  m  e  as- 
ures  of  the  Bou- 
la  n,i;"e  r  March. 
The  luncheon 
was  \'er\'  {)alata- 
ble,  althoui^h  pre- 
pared in  a  kitchen 
that    was,    to   sa\' 
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Deconies  us  puru  and  harmless  as  thu  milk  of  a  j^oat.  Xcx'cr- 
thcless  after  the  tliird  l)t)ttK'  we  deemed  our  host  in  a  mood 
to  appreciate  our  miracles  ;  we  connnenced.  It  is  not  meet 
for  me  to  relate  the  success  that  attended  our  sleij(ht-of- 
hand  performance  under  the  very  nose  of  the  threat  Al<4erian 
wonder-worker.  Modesty  forbitls  the  tellinj^'  of  the  saintly 
awe  or  of  the  expressions  of  consternation,  delif^ht,  confusion, 
and  perplexity  that  overspread  the  dusky  countenance  of  our 


'm-' 


waitim;  tu  si.i-:   ihk  !Iwi  \'  .man 


kind  host,  as  one  b\'  one  our  miracles  were  worked  before 
him.  When  I  caught  dollars  in  the  air,  found  them  in  his 
turban,  drew  them  forth  from  lo:i\'es  of  bread,  or  changed 
them  into  hundred-franc  gold  i)ieces,  he,  grew  so  enthusiastic 
over  mv  financiering  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  offering  me 
a  position  as  treasurer  to  the  confraternity.  When  I  cut  a 
big  hole  in  his  own  burnon.-^t;  auil  at  once  by  means  of  lire 
patched  it  perfectl}'.    he    almost    began    to    fear   that  he  would 
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l)e  clcpi isi-(l  and  wt,  the  strani:\rr>,  be  cleclareil  more  worthy 
I  if  the  ^guardianship  of  his  \'enerateil  j^r;imlpapa  s  bones.  I 
kii<»\\-  he  felt  reHeved  when,  our  \isit  finished,  \ve  rode  awav 
through   thie   chlapi(hited   thor< )U!^hfares   of    Teniacin. 

At  ]>artin,^  he  said  with  sincerit}'  in  his  tone,  "  "i'ou  must 
indeed  be  ,ureat  <aints  m  \'(air  own  countr\\''  Wdien  we 
>h'>iik    hands    lor    mififmammmmammmmmmmmmammrsirsmmffmaBaai 
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localh'  rcnow  Hud  tor  its  sanctity.  In  proof  that  he  has  not 
foi;i;<)ttc-n,  I  i\'Cci\-c  cvl-vv  January  a  card  on  which  is  ])rinttj(l, 
"Respectful  conipHniunts  ot  Siih  M(;hanniic<l  d  A'nl  bun  Si(H 
Ali  bc-n  Si(H  cl  Haj  Ali  Tcjani  Marabfjut  dc  la  Zaouia  dc 
Tcnicllat-Tcinacin,  "   etc. 

Filled  \\ith  the  jiroud  consciousness  (jf  havin<.i-  made  the 
name  of  Chicai^o  honored  and  respected  in  this  far  rej^ion  of 
the  world,  N\'e  make  our  wa\-  throu.ijh  the  outskirts  of  this  oasis 


l^tfT    'ittat^'^^^fer 

^ 
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of  'J'emacin,  one  of  the  most  l)eautiful  that  we  ha\"e  <^it\\,  for  — 
unique  luxur\'  —  it  boasts  a  tin\'  lake.  Surrounded  b\'  "proves 
of  date-j)roducin.u"  palms,  ianned  l)\'  a  delicious  e\'eninu"  breeze, 
with  sparkling:'  waters  at  our  fei/t,  we  exclaim:  "("an  it  be 
possible  thiat  this  lo\'el\'  spot  is  a  part  ()t  the  Sahara  deSert  .' 

^'et  true  it  is.  and  there  are  many  spots  as  fair  upon  that 
desolate  ex{)an>e.  The  Sahara  desert  nourishes  u))(:)n  its 
sand\'  Ijreast  a  population  ni  two  and  a  halt  millions  of  souls. 
In  other  words,  a  population  equaling"  in  number  that  ot  Paris 
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is  scattered  over  this  vast  waste  place  oi  Africa  which  has  an 
area  of  3,300,000  scjuare  miles  -  an  area  almost  as  ^reat  as 
that  of  the  entire  continent  ol  Europe.  hVoni  the  little  we 
ha\e  seen  of  this  accursed  re.mon  this  useless  (piarter  of  our 
^iobe  ---  we  can  ^ain  no  conceptir^n  oi  its  \'astness.  But  we 
cannot  fail  to  l)e  impressed  with  the  unearthly  silence  of  the 
sand}'  \alle}'S  through  which  we  pass  as  we  return  toward 
Tou^^i;()urt  ;    or    (oppressed    I)}-   the    thou<^ht    that   beyond   the 


nearest  hills  are  oth(;r  hills  </(/  iiiliiiitni)) ,  hills  Sfj  like  that  we 
mi^^ht  lost;  ourseK'es  b\'  inerelv  wanderin<^  a  hundred  \'ards 
from  tilt,;  well-marked  camel  trail  ;  that  beyond  those  other 
hills  are  plains  oi  sand  and  sa<4e-l)rush.  more  piles  of  drifted 
sand,  \-ast  stri;trh(/s  of  pebbl}-,  ^aa\'elly  soil,  mountains  of 
barren  rock,  some  of  tliem  risinj^^  ei,i;ht  thousand  feet  abo\"e 
the  le\'el  of  the  sea,  -  and  plains  more  barren  still,  sunk 
below  till-  ocean  -  le\cl  -  -  unmea-ured  miles  of  shiftin<^'  sands 
-     bake'tl  b\-  the  ra\-  nf  a  iie  reiler--;,  brazen  sun.  or  tormented 
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b\'  tierce  winds,  hot  as  a  furnace  blast,  that  heap  uj)  waves  of 
sand  and  bury  passing'  caravans.  And  tlie  ])eople  who  dwell 
in  the  midst  of  ail  this  silent  horror,  are  they  not  to  be 
pitied  ?  Cut  off  from  civilization,  ij^norant,  filthy,  sick  ;  their 
very  existence  often  one  lon^  malady,  mental,  moral,  and 
physical  ;  their  only  earthly  aspirations,  sufficient  food  to  sus- 
tain their  miserable  lives,  a  Bedouin  tent  beneath  which  to 
burn  by  day,  to  freeze  by  night.      Yet  the   meanest  of  them 
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consider  themselves  immeasurably  superior  to  us.  They  say, 
"You  people  of  the  Great  West,  you  have  been  favored  with 
many  blessings,  great  sliips,  great  wealth,  a  thousand  won- 
derful things  most  useful  to  people  who  live  such  hasty,  rest- 
less lives;  but  to  us  Allah—  praised  be  his  name  I-  has  given 
that  which  is  above  all  this,  he  has  given  us  the  precious 
jewel  of  the  'True  Belief.'  This  is  our  glorious  heritage.  " 
The  desert  night  is  closing  in  as  we  approach  the  sandy 
hills  of  Touggourt.      Just   as   the  sun  sinks  l)elow  the  horizon. 
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we  uiiss  the  cciiiftery  of  the  l''i\-ncli,  its  outer  walls  almost 
coiiipletei}-  buried  in  tlu;  drifted  sand  a  few  of  its  ,L;raves 
kept  clear  1)\'  loxini;'  hands.  On  one  of  the  little  wooden 
(a'osses  is  rudeK'  painted,  "Here  lies  little  Hu,i;cne,  a  soldier, 
re^i^retted  1)\'  his  conn'adi'S.  '  "Little  liu^ene,  a  soldier," 
a  noble  epitaj)!)  !  "  R(,:,^retted  by  his  comrades,"  a  frank 
and  simple  euloi^w  And  this  soldier  is  onh'  one  of  the  many 
who  ha\'e  died  far  from  honu;  in  the  cause  of  cixilization. 
()nl_\'  the  ))urt./  waters  of  sucdi  sacritic(.;s  can  fertilize  this 
sterile  ,i;round,  onh'  the  unselfish  efforts  of  ci\'ilized  man 
recdaim  from  barbarism  the  Oreat  Sahara.  Reclaim  the 
Sahara  1  a  miL;ht\'  work  I  \'et  one  alreadx'  undertaken  by  the 
I'd'euch.  When  railwaxs  shall  connect  .Meiers  with  Seiiej^al, 
l')iskra  with  the-  Sudan,  with  Lake  Chad,  and  Timbuctu, 
when  insti-ad  of  1)\'  scores  we  ma\'  count  b\'  thc^usands  the 
oases  created  b\'  the-  sinkin.i^  of  artesian  wells;  when  educa- 
tion throui^h  its  schools  -  one;  ot  which  exists  to-dav  in 
Tou,i;_i:ourt  shall  ha\"e  cispersed  the  clouds  of  supersti- 
tion, then  nia\'  \\\:  look  for  a  new  era.  Then  shall  man  hax'e 
trium])hed  o\-er  the  (Mirse  ol  desolation,  which  since  the 
beL^imiin,L4'  of  tlie  world  has  bouml  suffering'  Africa  in  its 
awtul  end>race.  robbed  iK.a"  of  her  cdiance  in  the  ,i;reat  race 
of  th.e  continents,  made  her  a  land  abhorred,  her  ])eople, 
saxa^es,  and  her  hop^'less  state  a  r.-j)roach  to  the;  enlightened 
nati'  )ns  of  the  earth 
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IT  IS  a  remarkable  fact  that  Spain,  the  pn-or.d  ]:ivj\  under 
■^ho-e'  \];i'^  the-  tn->t  sliips  sailed  across  tlu-  lir^-ad  Atlantic 
1' '  I  iiir  -liores,  -111  uild  ni)\\-  lie  alni(j>t  un.ti  inriurd  \<y  the  i^'reat 
tide  I 't  tra\"el  troin  AinericH.  Sj)ain  dared,  and  did  the  nicst 
I')  transtrirni  the-  nix'sterii  mis  w^estern  oc.-an  :'r;'ni  a  jiiace  eif 
\'a'cue  terrors  into  a  nnd^htv  ln'i:hwa\'  tor  the  i-oinnierce  of 
two  Worlds,  and  yet  hi-r  sea])orts  iiow  -piav  no  ini]>ortant 
]Kirts  as  termini  tor  tran-atlantie  steamshij)  ime,->,  nor  is 
it  ]iossil)le  to  reach  them  -a\'-  \t\'  (drcnn.tO':<  \o\ai:es  '  n'  in 
inferior    shi])^. 
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One  of  the  niaiu  currents  of  tr;ule  and  trawl  rcat:lies 
l:^ur()i)c  thrDUL^li  the  port:^  of  lOnL^'lamh  hh'ance.  and  (ler- 
nian\"  :  the  other  tlnws  throni^h  the  (lihrahar  Straits  and 
rolls  on  toward  tlie  Orient.  Idle  tra\"eler  who  wouldi  \isit 
Spain  niu.-t  therefore  enter  l»\-  a  I'rench  or  liritish  doorw'ax'  : 
he  nin>t  either  cross  the  P\'renean  border  from  the  south 
of  I'd'ance,  or,  landin,L:"  at  (ji[)raltar,  hraviii,^;"  the  stare  of 
liritish  ,:.;uns,  en.ti-r  the  lowlv  prox'ince  of  Andalusia  with  the 
n:ir-ic  ot  "God  sa\'e  the  Kin:;'" 
eehoin,i4"  m  his  e;irs. 

M\'    i;r>t   imjjressioii 
of     tlh'     land     of    the 
Hidal-o  and    of    the 
1  )on  \\  a-  t  he  ne\  er- 
to  -  !.,•  -  )i.r-'..tte!l 
\  1-'.'  ill     oi     ( ,;  lira!- 
tiT    ;iri-inu      li"oi;i 
1  iir-  e,..'!  I.     'rhfinL:li 
d:ii.i\    >•  .'M     in     the 
:::  -■     i"  !i~ii     ^  m     d;i  w  n, 

i  i  :■       ]'■  ■'].     a'    ol!.-;:     i::  ;- 

p!  !--•■-  i;-  ,.   leiii^-    to 
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feared,  respected,  and  admired.  Of  th.it  iiii,i:]it\'  (diain  ot 
fortresses  1)\'  means  of  \vhi(di  J:^ii;4land  binds  her  Oriental 
conqtiests  iirmly  to  her  island  throne,  Gibraltar  is  the 
j^aandest  link.  Slo\vl\%  almost  respectfulh',  our  ship  ap- 
proaches the  place  of  anchora,^"e. 

Gibraltar  was  in   ancient   times    rej^'arded    as    one    of    the 
pillars  of  Hercules,  and  it  then  bore  the  name  of   Calpe.      It 


r  i.orn-CAi'PKi) 


takes  its  ])resent  name  irom  the  Arab  conqueror  Tarik, 
whose  followers  called  it  "  Gebel-al-Tarik  '  <  >v  the  "Hill  of 
Tarik."  The  \"ear  711  marked  its  passing;'  into  the  hands 
of  Moslem,  who.  b\'  caprice  ot  iate.  were  led  to  dedicate  it 
to  the  "  God  of  Peace,  ;is  is  ])ro\ed  b}'  an  in-ci-i[)tion  found 
in  their  old  castle  mosque.  In  1300  it  was  takeii  from  the 
Moors;  in  133,^  reco\'ered  b_\"  tht.-m.  .V  century  and  a  halt 
later  the  Spaniards  a^i^ain   took   })ossession,  only   to   surrender 


2  30 


SOL'THICKX    SPA IX 


Cii 


^, ■   ,  , .^,1. 


ill':  i-^ii'-:'!-]!  ill  ;  T'H.  ilnriiiu'  tli>-  War  of  the 
(.■■'■r-^'  I,  ih'-ii  l\ii!i, of  Mi!L:l;iinl,  willed  to  ej^-,. 
<■' 'i;-.;:  !■  ■!-.-.  1    ;,\-    jii-,    iKiti'Mi   "'iL    liari'un    r^ek,  an 

l;ii/.'\'r,    la-eide:}    I')    i-etrun    tln^    little-    -li''-_:    of 
t  ■.  ;     ■     -alAalA"     I".  paN".!     tla-     ad\'aiia,-~,     :  ■!     ihe 
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The    rock    witlistood   for  four 

oujj;    wars   the;    combined 

attacks    of    l-Vcnch    and 

V     S  p  a  n  i  s  h    fleets     and 

'■',     arnnes.         The     fa- 

":     nious    tloatinj^    Ixit- 

■     teries      1  a  n  n  c  li  e  d 

k    against  it,  were  ren- 

I    dereci  useless  or  de- 

\  ,^    stroyed     by    British 

guns.   Idle  rock  turned 

back    the  onslauj^ht  of 

r      two  nations  as  calmly  as 

it    to-dav    breaks    the   furv 


of   the    waves   harmlessly  beat- 

'.VA.T.NG    FOR    THK    TANGIER    BOAT  jj^^.      j-^^mj^l       j^^      j^-^^e.  Gibraltar 

has  been  converted  by  the  English  into  one  of  the  strongest 
fortified  places  in  the  world.  The  celebrated  "rock  gal- 
leries" are  cut  in 
the  cliff  that  rears 
itself  from  the  flat 
neck  of  ground  con- 
necting Gibraltar 
\^■ith  the  mainland. 
I-'rom  the  windows 
of  the  tunnels  andi 
cells  with  w  h  i  (^  h 
that  rock  is  honey- 
combed, huge  can- 
non glare  out  U])on 
the  land-a})[)roach, 
a  n  d  so  challenge 
grim]\"  the  whole 
peninsula  of  vS|)ain 
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Laiiiiinii',  wc  >ru  ;iho\c  us  the  Moorish 
Ca.-tlc,    >;iiil    to    be    the  oldest  Ara- 
bian    structure'     in     all     Spain. 
ISelow     it     clin,us     the    modem 
town,     botli    of    tlieni    donii- 
"  --...  natt-d   1)\-   the   granite   mass 

A.'.  U^/r-^*^  .  *'^-V.. '"-■'■#•'--       "t    the   rock    itself.       Tht 
/  '   'dr  '.^iSlb'JdliMSSil^^^mP.       hii;her     ])ortion    of     the 

ro(-k  i-  torl)idden  ,<^round. 
()ne   of    the    pinnacles    i- 
crowned     b\'     the     sema- 
])hore     tower,      wdlere     the 
)as>in,i;"  (jt  e\'er\'  slnp  is  si,<4- 
laled.         IdleSe      jjeaks      are 
haunt(/d   b\-   a   band   of    apes, 
V sl-i^t^^.s,ai^^ "^l-^!^        existing  in  a  state   of   sa\'a;4"er\', 
but     in     whose     welfare     the    creW 
f)f     this     aerial    station     takes     mtich 
rp^-.'.-vTX'-.  T.-.v.-vRD  ^r  .iv  interest,       In   1  SOo  the    monke\'s  were 

redu./tdi   b\'  di>ea-c  to  a  niea,^er  dozen;     now  the  band   num- 
bers     a  1)  (_)  u  t     hft\- 
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siiiiiuii  population  lias 
been  i  II  ('  r  e  a  s  (■  d  hv 
tliu  arri\al  oi  a  babv 
iiionkcw 

Near  the  suiiiinit, 
so  we  are  told,  there 
are  C(^uceale(l  inii^htx' 
caniKjii  wliich  [)er- 
fectl}'  and  at  all  times 
command  the  strait  ; 
for  even  thou,<^h  the 
peaks  be  wra[)})ed  in 
clouds,  the  cannon 
ma\'  be  turned  upon 
a  passini;-  ship,  the  human  eve  that  judj^es  the  distances  and 
the  an<^-les,  and  the  hand  that  directs  the  aim  bein,^'  near  the 
water  s  ed^e.      J:Llectricit\'  does  the  rest.      Thus  from  the  \'er\' 
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i-louil.--  (iibrahar  iiia\'  like  |(i\c  !ii:ii<flf  —  liurl  down  niicrr- 
111,1;  Ixilt-^.  l^ii()n,i;li,  li()\\L-\cr,  id  tins  ,i;riiii  ))ortul  of  suiiiiv 
Spain.  Let  ii>  It-axc  l-^n.^land  s  fi>rtrc^>,  and  aftt-r  a  dcliglit- 
ful  sail  a<n'o>s  tlu-  bax.  set  foot  1  in  Spanish  soil  at  Al.gcciras, 
the  tt-nninus  of  the  railwaw  Not  nianx'  x'cars  aj;o  the  tra\"- 
tder  was  torct.'(l  to  iounif\-  from  diliraltar  nortJiward  in  a  dili- 
i;t'n('c,  but  tliis  new  line   of   steel  has   rendered  easv  (A   access 
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the  fairest  and  iiu^st  intea"(,-stiii,i;'  rei^ions  of  the  south  of  Spain. 
W'e  find  awaitin,^'  us  a  Spanisli  rai]\\;i\"  train  belon.i;in.!4'  to 
the  i\)))i f^tiTiid  (/(•  Fcrro  ('(irn'Ics  ^li/c/dl/iccs.  The  >un 
is  beatinj^'  tit'reely  uj)on  the  asphalt  platform,  and  we  hastilv 
ensconce  ourseh'es  within  a  stuffy  earria.^'e  whc:rein  \\\i  hnd 
already  Iodised  two  women  and  two  men,  who,  like  all  travel- 
ers, look  with  disfavor  upon  intrudin,!^'  fellow-passen,^'ers. 
The  train  now  starts,  and  as  from  the  windows  we  look 
out  across  the  bax"  to  where  Gibraltar's  mass  slowl\-  chan,i;es 
shape   as   we   ])rof^ress,    we   are    disturbed    b\'    the    })recipitate 
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fellow  -  tra\-cli,-rs, 
a-  if  thc\-  uiiiltT- 
>!')(  )(l  wjiat  is  rc- 
fjuirnl  fif  thfiii, 
ri->;    ai!(l     lift     up 

th.;       cil-llious      of 

llit-ir  -^••:!t<.  wliilc 
< ■MI"  !:.  \"  -  t  '•  r  i ' '  u  s 
\"i-:;'  >r  i:";!ti\'  l;i\"s 
i:;r  i^i     the     i;:ii-i  i\-- 


arri\'al  in  cur  coinpartirient  of  an  ein- 
l)lo\aL*  of  the  railwa\'  who  lias 
worked  his  \\'a\'  aloni^' 
the  foot-board  on  the 
outside  C){  tlie  in<i\ing 
train  from  car  to  car. 
He  silently  salutes  our 
Spani>h  companions, 
<4i\'es  us  a  look  of 
searchin,!^  s  c  r  u  t  i  n  _\' , 
and  then,  as  if  assured 
of  our  neutralit}",  with 
the  utmost  selt-posses- 
>\<>n  he  be,i;ins  to  take 
irom  his  jxjcket  sun- 
dr\-  packa,L;"es,  which 
L;i\'e  forth  the  fragrant 
')dor  (jf  tobacco.      Our 
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cushions,    the    sinugghn^     .^■uar( 
smile,  but  without  a  word,  trust- 
our  silence.      And  as  at  the  next 
Sjxmish  \'enders  of  ])rovisions, 
most   every   mouth    a  ^ 
cii^arette.      Given  the     ^ 
national  love  of  nico-   |'i.      f. 
tine,  it  is  small  won-    \    ji^ 
der  that   the  \'icinity 
of   the   free    ])ort  of   Gibral- 
tar   should    prove     a 
proht- 
able  :     •   - 


not  onh'  Ircuii  his 
Inline  c  a  p  a  c  i  o  us 
pockets  but  also 
from  his  hat,  the 
inside  of  his  waist- 
coat, his  shirt,  his 
sleeves,  nay,  even 
from  his  boots 
and  trouser-legs. 
The  forward  set- 
tee l)eing  covered 
with  a  hi}'er  of 
tobacco,  we  rise, 
obligingl}",  while 
our  seat  is  in  a 
like  manner  re- 
upholstered  with 
a  dozen  pounds  of 
dutiable  weed. 
Then  tinall}',  after 
r  e  p  I  a  c  i  n  g  the 
arts  with  an  engaging 
ing  —  not  vainly  —  in 
station  we  watch  the 
we     see     in     al- 
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L:r<jim'l  fur  -niHU-si.-altj  >i!iUL;,L;iiii.i4"  ;  in  fact,  it  is  saiil  that 
r\-rryl)0(iy  sinu,i:L:l<:s  in  tliis  rt-yioii,  that  c\\:r\-  train  carries 
into  Sjiain  a  store  of  cf Jiitralianil  tol.iacco.  (  )ur  car.  sidc- 
trackf(l  at  ihi^iu  in  somr  interior  cit\',  will  he  ransai^ked  h\- 
accoinjjhces    of    the   cle\"er  .yuard.      This    is    Init    one    of    the 
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iiimiincrablc  iiieans  of  earning'  on  ircc  tradr  in  a  i)rotc(:tc(l 
land.  Anotlicr  and  a  clc\-cr  one  is  practiced  luar  Gibraltar, 
where  Spanish  do,^s  with  loads  of  contraband  toljacco  tied 
to  them,  are  loosed  upon  the  neutral  ground  and  natural!}'  run 
for  home,  usually  j^ettin,i,^  safely  })ast  the  sentinels  and  cus- 
toms spies  upon  the  S})anish  line.      Sometimes,  howexer,  they 
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are  caui^ht,  -  -  but  little  .i^ood  does  the  ,i(0\-ernmenr  deri\e 
from  the  capture,  for  the  tobacco  is  contiscated  \)V  the  sen- 
ti'ies  for  their  own  consumption.  'Idle  railwa\  smu,t.;,i^lin,^-  is 
carried  on  dt^spite  the  watchfuhu'ss  of  the  (.'wU  (/iuard,  two 
nu'nd)ers  oi  whi(di  e\(\-llent  corjis  are  in\'arial)l\'  upon  the 
jilatform  of  e\L'ry  station.  ddiis  (riiuriiiit  i'iril  has  done 
more  than  any  t)ther  body  to  establish  order  in  the  land. 
Its  ii<_'rsonnel  is    com})osed    (_^t    men  of  highest  (diarae'tir  ;    they 
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arc;  wholly  uiiiiiniujnci.;(l  1)\'  political  interests.  Tlu'\'  an;  a 
class  of  iiK'ii  apart.  Tlicx'  ])osscss  a  broad  sense  of  their 
own  worth  and  responsibilit}- -  so  broad  that,  familiar  with, 
the  uncertainties  of  Sj)anish  law.  the\'  do  not  hesitate  to 
make  assurance  doiibK  .-^ure  b\-  shootin,s4'  on  the  spot,  such 
crmunals  a>  may  be  taken  rc-d-handed  in  crime;  nor  is  it  un- 
u>iKd  hir  them  to  dispose,  b\'  premeditatcMl  accident,  of  those 
lit   whose  ,!4"uilt  there  is  nf)  moral  doubt. 

Ihit  to  resume,  our  journew  Let  mc  lead  Noun.owtoa 
eit\"  wjneli,  until  this  raih'oad  was  c<.)mpK'ted,  was  but  httle 
kiiiiwii  ;iii(l  -;i-Mi)ni  \-i^iic(i  b\-  iorri<4"ners.  Komki  is  the  name 
m!  ihi-  Millet  I  )irt  m^e-i  I  ucK'  -^ituatc(|  eitw  ami  Ivoud;!  is  ccr- 
l:iiiii\  d>'-tiii-il  t''  1m-  mchidcii  ill  tlie  itiurrarx  ot  i-Mvv  tuture 
l]":i\'  ]■  r  111  -'iiitliirn  Sj);iiii.  d  here  i>  hut  'MU'  Koiida  m 
."■^p;!;!!,  lu-l  a--  i:i  .\l':i  ri:!  tliiTc  i-  but  one  ( "c  nKtaut  iiic;  ,iiid 
ill''-'-  v'.li"  li;i\'-  \!-i;.-.i  wiih  mi-  ih'-  \\''>iidfr  ("it\-  of  Al^'Tia 
raiiii'-I    kill    !■'    b-    -iri;-k  !>\    tin-  T' ■-> 'mblaiiec    1  >','twt,jei!    it    and 
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the  cliff-perched  citv  now  belorc;  us.  l^oth  cities  tower  a 
thousaiid  teet  abow  the  j)hun,  both  br);i.st  a  ^or^^c  '>f  awtul 
(le})tli  and  a  brid^^e  of  f^^rand  proportions  and  ini[)osin,<4'  heij^ht. 
l)Oth  ha\'e  been  Arab  stron.^holds,  both  ca})tared  after  many 
fruitless  efforts  b\'  people  of  the  Latin  race,  and  both  are  to- 
day Christian  cities.  One  thousand  feet  above  the  \'e,<4a  we 
descry  the  snowy  walls  of  retl-tiled  houses  ;  before  us  is  the 
entrance  to  the  frij^htful  gori^e,  or  "Tajo,"  cleft  in  the  rock\' 
foundations  of  the  town.  The  scene  becomes  more  and 
more  impressive  as  we  draw  nearer  to  the  cliffs. 
The  roar  of  tum- 
blini^'  waters  is  ech- 
oed back  and  forth 
between  the  walls 
of  rock;  the  whirr 
and  bu/z  of  many 
tiny  tiour-mills  fills 
the  spra\"-laden 
air.  Our  guide 
points  out  a  path 
by  which  we  are 
to  a  s  c  e  n  d  cit\'- 
ward,  but  \\-e  can 
barely  t  r  a  c  e  its 
tortuous  uiwvard 
course.  Ik;  tells 
us  that  the.  britlge 
was  built  more 
than  [i  hundred 
}■  e  a  r  s  iv^o,  and 
that  its  aiadi  is 
three  liunih"t-d  and 
hft}-  feet  in  height  ; 
that    tile     ri\-er     i-^ 
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called  ilic  Gu;ulaK\  ill,  <>r  tlir  "l)ff}_)  Sti\';nii  — an  Arab 
name.  Ujv  Arab  nanus  ha\"c  rf.-i>t'j<l  the  Christian  llood 
which  swept  a\\a\'  the  lior-t,^  and  citii-s  of  the  Infidel.  As 
We  nia\"  Well  inia,i:ine,  Komla  was  regarded  b}'  her  Moslem 
masters  as  a  sure  rL-tiiue'  for  their  hosts  and  a  ne-ve'r-fail- 
in^;'  biilwai'k  a,L;ainst  the  ad\ance  of  the  Cliristian  armies. 
Situated    in    the    licart   of   the   wild    mountain-region    known 
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as  the   Serrania  de   Ronda,  crested   by   a   stron,^'   castle    \\ith 

a   triple   line   of   walls  ami   towers,  Ronda  ^vas  deemed  secure 

from   the   attack    of    unbelievers.      But  in  spite  of   a   brilliant 

and  heroic  defense,  Ronda  at  last  was  taken  l)\'  the  armies  of 

Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and  her  ))eople  were   exiled  to  Africa 

or     Ciranada,     where     at     that 

moment  the    Moors    were 

still     in     power. 

The     Spanish 

prisoners  in 

Ronda  "s     dun- 

i^eons  were  jo\ - 

fully      released 

and  carried   m 

trium])h  before 

the     kiui"'     and 
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queen.  The  chains  stricken  from  the  ankles  and  wrists  of 
those  cai.)ti\'es  iua_\'  he  seen  to-(ki\  in  th.e  cit\'  of  Toledo,  hang'- 
ini;'  upon  the  outer  wall  of  an  old  church.  We,  ho\\e\'er, 
shall  ha\e  less  difticultx'  than  the  rescuing  Spanish  knij^'hts  in 
i;ainin,L:'  i-ntrauce  to  the  citw  h"or  to-da\"  Ronda,  although 
unuxjd  to  curious  \isitors,  has  begun  to  look  upon  them 
\\  ithout  malice  ;  and  tortunatel}'  so,  i(_n  it  was  once  a  not- 
umisual  anmsi-ment  for  the  idle  \duth  ()f  Ronda  t()  pelt 
with  incon\'enientl\'  large  bits  of  rock  such  daring  travelers 
as  nnght  ha\e  (U'ossed  the  mountains  from  Gibraltar  to 
explore  this  interesting  neighborhood.  Ronda  is  rehned 
only  in  cruelty  and  lawlessness.  Her  bull  ring  has  seats  for 
ten  thousand  spectators  -just  one  half  the  population  of  the 
city.  The  horses  slaughtered  in  the  Plazii  dc  Toros  are 
disposed  of  con\'enientl\'  b\'  being  thrown  from   an   o\'erhang- 
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injj'  rock  into  a  hollow  far  below  ;  this  accounts  tVir  the 
frequent  birds  of  pre}"  seen  hoverini^-  around  the  heights. 
Ronda  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  cradles  of  Spain's  two  pet 
professions,  bull-hghting  and  smuggling.  Her  /nrt'ros  and 
her  r())/h-(iba)idisliis  have  long  been  famous.  The  neigh- 
boring mountain-passes.  -"  wiKl  and  desert  places,  --were 
favorite  stages  for  those  dramas  in  which  the  hii;h\va\'  robber 
pla_\'ed  his  stirring  })art  ;  and.  as  we  tinalK'  arri\'e  upon  the 
pa\"ement    of   the  bridge  across  which    flows   the   tide   of   city 
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life,  it  Serins  t<)  riur  disturbcil  iina^inatirins  as  if  in  evcr\" 
tacc  We  read  a  \vvc  of  la.wiessiiess.  Each  doiike}"  clri\'er 
becuiit-sa  iKDidolcro  :  we  sceiii  to  recoi^iii/c  in  this  maid 
or  \"onder  matron  a  descendant  of  tliat  neitorious  Mar,^"arita  of 
Ro'nda  will),  fort\"  \cars  aii'i,  while  \'et  in  the  bloom  of  \-outh, 
was  executed  alter  ciinfcssim;'  to  no  less  than  fourteen  mur- 
ders. Or  possibly  \\"e  think  of  those  se\"en  bandit  brothers 
whose  record  has,  I  think,  not  }'et  been  broken,  for  t(3  them 
Were  justi}'  attributed  one  hundred  and^  two  murders  and  un- 
mnid)ered  robberies.  \\"e  shudder  at  the  practice  in  Mo- 
rocco of  han,uinL;'  .i^'Oi'}'  heads  of  criim'nals  and  rebels  al.)o\-e 
the  <;it\'-,i:"ates.  Xi't  iniire  than  l:ft\'  x'ears  a,^'o  the  heads  of 
bandits  wei'e-  ex])(ised  ti)  public  ,ua/e  in  iron  ca,<4'es  on  tlie 
Sp;im^h  hi^hwax-.  Custiims  ha\'e  changed,  howe\"er,  and 
lv"nda  s  ]iri--ent  life  is  ij'iietude  and  ].)eace  to  all  outward 
.-^(-■eiiiiiiL:".  Lt-t  us.  then,  cross  tlu'  Ijrid^e  and  enter  the 
mark-t-plae,-,  where  \\\r  truits  an<l  w-iietables  of  the  sur- 
rounding   \aile\s    ar-    fXp'-^.-d    ti^r    <ale. 

In    R"Iid:i    ill'-   \:\-\:\\-\A\\\\   e..-tnii;,-   -;till    preX'ail-.        True.    it 
i^    -ubje'Ct     to     a     -r.ei'ial     Xiodilication     wlneh     haples-ly     will 


SOUTH I::RX    SPAIN' 


^^5 


l)t.'C()iiic  iiioi-t-  rnpiil  f\Try  year,  now  that  the  railwav  has 
iH^turbuil  these  rt-yious  with  its  shriek  ot  jjroi^ress.  Xt;\'e-r- 
tlieless  the  pea>aiit  t\'])es  are  iiiar\ehiii,-ly  pieturesijiie. 
Referrin.i;'  to  tlie  stunhiie^^  ot  these  same  })easa]its,  there  is  a 
Spanishi   pr(j\'erb   \\hi(-li   >ays  :  — 

"  Iiii  J\<rinhi  los  /i'>jii/>}-(\s 
,J   (ir/uitld  sou  pDlloiics,    ' 
that     is,     "In     Ronthi    men    of     ei.^hty    are    as    sprightly    as 
\0um4"  chickens. 

I  natural!}'  looked  about  for  specimens  of  these  octo.^'en- 
arian  chickens,  but  untortunatel}'  the  onl}"  ancient  Dons  (Hs- 
co\-ere(l  in  the  streets,  did  \mA  j^ive  e\'idence  of  the  proverbial 
spri.i^htliness.  I  wished  most  ardentl}'  to  obtain  the  ser\ices 
v)f  such  a  one  as  i,aiide  ;   but  I  I   alas,  discovered  that  the  Span- 
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i-h  taught  in  Chii^ai^'n  \\'as  as  Greek  t' >  tin  )Sc  rare  (^)l(l  birds. 
N(ir  Were  ni\'  ears  attuned  to  tlie  accent  of  Andalu>ia  where 
the  [ire\-ailinj4'  [)o\-e-rt}'  forces  the  nati\-es  to  Idte  off  and  eat 
ont;  lialf  or  tliree  (juarters  of  e\'er_\-  riidi,  full-vou'eled  Spanish 
word  the}-  utter.  Tlius  I  was  forced  to  be  content  witli  tlie 
>er\-ice>  of  the  liotel  i^uide  a  less  j)i(nureS(iue  but  far  more 
I'oniprflirnsible  and  comprehemlinu-  person.  He  fultilu-ii  the 
jir'iini-es  of  the-  pro\\-rb;  for  in  spite  of  ei^"ht\'  \'ears  of  bakini;' 
in  the-  >hadele>>  streets  I  if  Ronda,  he  ihnibl\'  bor^,-  my  camera 
from  morn  till  ni'^ht,  climbing  to  belfries,  de-ceiidinL;'  the 
raxin---  without  appari-nt  fatiiiue,  })assin:.;  from  the  torrid 
>lr'-i-t  int' 1  th'-  rhijl  -JMniii  of  the  (dnirch.--  withoiu  a  shi\'er, 
;ii)d  tr^'Ui  th'-  el' ii-t(-red  dinuie--  of  old  mona-terie-  into  th.e 
a\\tui  '^i:ir'-  ■  i\  n'i,'.nd;iy  without  a  bhidx.  He  could  not,  how- 
e\'-r,  p:i--  :i  c:ite  wnh'iUl  p.'irtakiuL;  ■ 't  a  drop  nt  some  "'elixir 
o:  W'liili,  :!:!'!  ]][  tin-  hi-  iiii.-  weakue--  I  indul^ied  m\' 
e:L;hl\-\  ■■  ii--' -i    '  ■  ehi  -k.-ii.  "        lli-    beainie    smile-    of    thanks 
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I'L-paid  me  inan_\-  fold.     He  was,  in  truth, 

a   model    cicerone,    and    with    lum    I 

\isited    all    the    places    which    are 

marked  with   double   stars   in   the 

red-C()\'ered  f^uide-b(jok. 

Expressing  a  desire   to    visit 

the    depths    of    the    Tajo,    he 

leads  me  b}'  a  circuitous  route 

to   the   place   where  the  ri\-er 

Guadalevin   enters    the    J^orj^e 

of  Ronda.      We   have  already 

looked  upon  its  exit  below  the 

I    Spanish   brid,^"e  ;    we   now  hnd 

^  ourselves    at    the    upper  end   of 

the  Tajo,    within   the   shadow    of 

an  ancient  bridge  ascribed  to   Ro- 


man builders.  There  bein,s^ 
no  path,  ^^'e  pick  our  wa\' 
o\'er  boulders,  leap  across  the 
little  ri\ulets  into  which  the- 
stream  is  here  di\-ide(l,  and 
thus  laborir)usl\'  adx'ance  int(j 
the  depths.  The  dwellings 
of  Ronda  han^'  on  the  w-Yi^c, 
looking  like  dice  aljout  to  be 
dropped  into  a  mii^ht}'  dice- 
cup.  Clcjser  and  closer  to 
one    another  tlraw   tlu:   o\'er- 

17 
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(j(l,i;c,  knocks  at  a  door,  niake.i 
known  \ny  desire.  Idierenpoii 
\vc  arc  ("(jnductcd  bv  the  mis- 
tress of  tlu^  liouse  to  a  rear 
italeonx'  or  terrace.  As  I  ex- 
pecteii,  it  did  indeed  com- 
mand   a  sii])erl)    prospect. 

I  In'niii^li  tilt'  nobK.'  arch  of 
the  vSpanish  Uridine  we  look 
out  at  the  \trdaiit  \'eL;a,  rt'- 
trt  >hc(i  b\-  tile  waters  >  if  tlle 
(  iiiada  lc\  m  wllieh  we  See  just 
e-eai)ni.L;  d'niii  a  do/cii  tiir.' 
iiiilU.  ddif  path  b\-  wliieli  \\.: 
Iiiv-t  ap[)l'(  laehed  the  eit\  is 
luiw       planile       di-^emnble, 


han,uin,L;-  led^'^es  ;  hif^-her  and 
'„  higher  rise  the  tinv  cnl)es 
of  white  houses  which 
treml:)le  on  tlie  brink  ; 
dee})er  and  deeper 
flows  the  Guadalevin, 
until  at  last  our  prog- 
ress is  arrested  by 
I  rude  natural  barriers. 
We  have  seen  enough, 
and  gladly  ascend  to 
ga\er  scenes  and 
brighter  sunshine. 
My  anti(jue  compan- 
ion, in  response  to 
my  wish  to  look  upon 
the  gorge  from  one 
of   the   houses  on  the 
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wliilo  (lircctlv  below  us  lic'S  the  roekx  cliaos  in  which  we 
tOuiiil  ourselves  a  nioineiit  since.  M\'  Spanish  hosts  scion 
become  interested  in  the  photd.^raphic  manipulations ,  and 
ipaestitm  me  as  to  my  name  and  country.  ']"he\'  imite  me 
to  take  a  .ulass  of  sherrx'  in  the  drawin.s^-roiMU.  insisting  u})on 
m\'  retaining'  m\'  hat  indoors,  which  is  a  curious  lorm  cd 
Sjnuiish  courtesy.      As    I    rise   te)  ^(\    the    kind    oid    Don  leads 
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nic  a.i^'ain  nut  c)n  the  terrace,  where  we  surprise  three  }'Oung 
ladies,  his  dau^liters,  witii  mandolins  and  castanets,  practic- 
in,<^  a  s^raeeful  vSpanish  dance.  With  as  much  warmth  as 
if  I  had  been  an  u\d  acquaintance,  he  presents  me  to 
them,  and  beys  me  to  watcdi  the  dancin,i(  and  hsten  to  the 
music  for  awliile.  I  learned  later  that  the  famil_\'  held  a 
respected  place   in    KonaJa.      It    is   pleasant    to   recall   that  lie 
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who  had  knocked  at  the  door  a  stranger  was  reluctantly 
ushered  out  with  such  kind  farewells  as  would  have  attended 
the  departure  of  a  friend.  A  moment  after  the  door  has 
closed  behind  us,  we  find  ourseh'es  once  more  upon  the 
bridge,  and  from  its  parapets  look  out  again  upon  the  valley, 
oversowing  with  warm  sunshine  and  carpeted  with  luxuriant 
gretMi.      We   linger  there   in   comtemplation  for  an   hour. 

The  \-iew  recalls  a  little  excursion  which  I  undertO(d<  one 
aftern(XTn  with  m\'  old  guide  and  two  small  lazv  donke\'s. 
W'e  crossed  the  vallew  passing  through  fields  of  grain  and 
orchards  rich  in  fruit  to  a  deserted  hermitage  upon  the  tlank 
of  \"onder  range   of  hills. 

The  ke}'s  to  the  old  hermitage  were  m  charge  of  a  little 
girl  who  ilwelt   hard  b\'   in    a   sadl\'   dilapidatetl   house,  which 
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must  have  been  at  one  time  a  ])rett\'  f-()untr\'  seat.  She 
was  sweetl}'  prettx',  ])0()rly  but  neath'  (lresse(h  The 
mother's  j^own  of  faded  bhiek  and  lier  ]jinch(;d  and  worn 
expression  told  ot  that  \\ar  with  i)o\ert\'  which  the  ^reat 
mass   t)f    the    Spanish   people   must   ever   wa^e   and,    ahisl   so 


1-;  i-:ktih;e 


t'reijUL'ntl}-  in  \-ain.  Yet  Spanish  poverty  is  alwa\'s  pictur- 
es(]ue-  to-thi\-,  as  in  Murillo's  time.  lUit  \\  ith  this  po\'erty 
there  marches  hand  in  hand  the  awful  specter  "Ignorance. 
Of  S])ain  s  po}.)ulation  of  about  se\eiiteen  millions,  more 
than  two  thirds  can  neither  read  nor  write.  .Vnd  as  return- 
ing to  the  cit\"  we  again  let  our  c'yes  w;inder  o\'er  the  sur- 
rounding ^•aile\■s;  let  me  rej)L'at  the  words  uttered  by  a 
Spanish   priest  ;■  — 
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"  IJchold  us,  trul}'  if  we  \)c  not  like  the  people  mentioned 
in  the  J)il)le,  seated  in  the  shadow  of  death  —  we  are  at 
least  seated  in  the  shadow  of  traditicMi.  In  Spain  the  traiii- 
tion  is  that  at  the  top  there  should  be  a  few  learned  men, 
a  lew  enli^i^htiMied  priests  and  bishops,  a  few  men  of  ^reat 
talent,  and  then  eomes  a  profound  droj)  to  the  middle  plane 
where    there     are  ^^^^•■■■■■■jfcfc^       those  who  know  but 

a     little    and       ^^^'^  ^''*^*W       ^'-''^^^  ^^-"'^'   '^^^'^ 

below  that       .^^  ^K       the  friijht- 
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tul  ab}'s>  ot  ii^iinrance  in  which  the  untaught  millions  —  seven 
tenths  ( >t  tlu^  nation  -  are  resi.i;"ned  to  li\'e  without  the  li^ht 
of  knowledge.  '  Another  lo\'er  of  the  Spanish  people  says:  — • 
"  It  is  pititul  to  See  the  \"i\'acious  look  upon  their  faces  and 
to  fee]  bfjiind  it  the  absence  of  that  spirit  of  inquirx'  whitdi 
elsowht-r;-  ainiiiati-s  tin-  lower  clas-es.  Here  in  S})ain  th.e 
e.-ri'br;il  in:>tniii;rnt  i-.  w  .-.uix-rior  ouo,  \a't  it  has  been  deemed 
li'Mii'M''-  wortlu'  of  (Milti\-atii  )n  than  this  marwlous  soil,  so 
Uianx"  ai']-,--;  r.f  wiui-Ji  lie  untilled  m  Andalusia  and  the 
(  ;i-tilK-  Aiii'i  ;i-^    ihc    >uii    .-iids--    li)\\-    and    darkne--s    cree])S 

a'-rii-^    ill,-    \-^,-|,     \\,'    a-K;    it     tiler.'     be     U'l     proniisr    i^     better 


SOUTHERN    SPAIN 


267 


things.  An  an- 
swer conies  to  us 
from  the  bus\'  cit- 
ies of  the  north; 
from  Barcelona. 
Bilbao,  and  Ma- 
drid, where  a  new, 
active  life  ha-s 
lately  had  com- 
mencement. A 
nation's  intellect- 
ual ad\"ance  keeps 
pace  ^\•ith  its  ma- 
terial progress, 
^et  u^  then  hope 
t  h  a  t    w  i  t  h    a 
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,L:r<)\\iii,^  coinincrce  will  conic  a  rapid  increase  in  means  of 
l)oi)ular  e(lucati(jn.  I^et  us  hope  that  vw.n  sleep}',  poetic, 
flelii'iitlul  Andalusia  iiia\    \(-:t  thrill   at  the  tou(di  <  <i   tlu.'    inas/ic 
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wand  of  industry  in  the;  iiand  of  the  Spirit  of  Proj^ress; 
that  she  may  l)c  wakened  from  her  dreamy  letliarj^A',  sliake 
off  the  faded  laurels  won  in  drivinj^'  forth  the  Moors,  and 
seek  fresh  wreaths  of  i^lory  in  the  arena  of  modc^rn  activity 
and    enterprise.      The  kinj^dom   which  sent   Columbus   to  our 

shores    should    be  ^^^^■^T™" "^min^^  ashamed    to    play 

t  h  e    lag^^ard    ^^^  ^^^^  now. 

Pro  m     ^^         ■■^■■■■■HHi  ^W    Ronda   we 

proceed     ^  ^^^^^^^^^H  X     on     our 
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wa\'  in  trains  as  leisurely  as  the}'  are  unluxurious,  to  fair  Seville. 
At  last,  howe\'er.  we  reach  our  destination,  and  lind  ourselves 
u])on  the  Great  Plaza  near  the  entrance  to  Seville's  most 
famous  street,  the  Calle  de  las  Sierpes.  We  ha\e  arri\'ed  at 
the  epoch  of  tlie  ,^reat  annual  b^iir.or  Fcrid,  an  e\'ent  which 
brin,^s  hith(>r  from  all  corners  of  Spain  and  from  man\' foreis^'n 
lands,  ea,!4'cr  crowds  of  pleasure-seekers,  showmen,  tra\'elers. 
antl  j)ick[)ockets.  I  had  been  warned  b\-  a  Spanish  .gentleman 
to  look  well  to  m\'  watch  and  \'ahiables.  wliile  \\\\  frierid  had 
been  urt;ed  in  most  serious  terms  to  retrain  trom  appearini^'  in 
knickerbockers,    kst  he   shtuild  be  a    clause   of   public    tunuilt  ; 


2-0 


SOLTHKRN    .sPAIN 


for,  >aiil  cur  inentru',  "all  tlu-  ' /^///"S.  or  rascals  of  Spain 
arc  nuw  in  town,  and  tlu'\"  do  lox'o  to  niork  an  En,L:lishnian. 
]5e  it  said  tliat  c\a  r}"  foroi^ncr  is  to  the  Spanish  crowd  an 
En^hshnian  until  he  otherwise  proclaims  hiniseH'.  I  must 
adnnt  we  were  made  t<i  teel  decidedl}'  conspicuous  until  ^ve 
had  in\este-d  in  two  broad-ljrinmied  sombreros  of  a  form 
e>})eciall\'    affecte'd    hv    the    Se\"illian    male. 

\\"e  shall  make  our  wa_\-  toward  the  I'eria  on  foot  to  visit, 
as  We  ,co,  a  few  of  Sex'ille  s  worthiest  si,<^hts  ;  and  first  of 
cour-e  comes  the  Cathedral  and  the  beautiful  Giralda  Tower 
—  the  tower  built  b\'  Moorish  hands  and  left  a  lo\"el\'  remin- 
is(^ence  of  the  Moslem's  taste  and  power.  It  is  worth  while 
to  climb  aloft  if  only  t(j  wit-  !  ness  the  rin,L;'ing  of  the  great 
cathedral  bells.  The  tower  |  \i\idly  recalled  to  me  an 
untinished  Moorish  structure  iff  which  I  had  seen  a  few 
Weeks  pre\dously  at  «MM«ilf||ij|^feMiji|  Ivabat  on  the  \\'est 
coast  of  Africa.  It  ^^^^I^  i=  ?aid  that  the  same 
A  r  a  b    Calif  - <i » ,  [built      them 
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both.  This  thouj^iit  reminds  us  that  ScnmIIl-  \vas  once  a 
Moslem  cit\'  hke  uiiti^  hY-/,  the  Moors'  rn(,'tropohs  ;  that  Ar- 
abic" was  spoken  in  its  streets  and  Allah  worshiped  in  its 
niuscpies  ;  that  Christians  once  came  hither  as  students  in 
st.-arch  of  Oriental  learning.  Se\'ille  was  then  a  shining 
light  of  civilization.  In  time  the  Christian  conc^uest  came, 
and  Seville  was  taken  bv  the  Spanish  armies  of  St.  bYrdi- 
nand.  The  conciuerors  razed  to  the  ground  the  splendid 
mosque      which         ^^^^■■^■^■■^^fc*^  stood     upon      this 

site,     then       ^,Jr  ^^^v      vowed  to  erect 

upon      Its     j^  -^ss^ss...,—--^     ruins  a  holy 
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church  so  vast  and  so  magnificent  that  p(35terit\'  would  look 
upon  it  with  awe  and  call  its  builders  focds  or  insane  men. 
As  a  result,  Se\"ille  possesses  one  of  the  grandest  cathedrals 
in  all  Spain  —  a  land  famed  for  its  churches. 

Continuing  our  walk  we  I'each  another  famous  building  — 
('lie  de\"0ted  ttj  (juite  different  use  -  -  to  the  manufacture  of 
tobacco.  We  See  a  score  (A  modern  Carmens  ,i;""im;"  t'j  their 
(iai!\-  tasks,  Ijut  oh  1  shades  <>f  Cahx',  de  Lu-<an  and  the  re-t  ! 
how   little    like-    the    Carmen    of    Bizet  s   opera   are   these,  her 


272  SOL'THERX    SPAIX 

living'  j)rot()t\'i)cs  !  Oik^  thini;'  alone  i\'i.i;uns  of  our  ideal  Car- 
men, the  red  ri  )Se  in  her  je-tt_\"  hair.  Within  the  building  we 
are  shown  from  hah  to  hall,  eacdi  \Tister  and  more  ,i;loomy 
than  the  la>t,  eacdi  crowdrd  with  \\ear\'  lookin,;^'  women, 
\ounj4'  anil  old,  of  whom  nian\'  are'  rockinj^'  with  their  feet  the 
cradle   uf  a  sleepin,L;   child,  while   rolling   cigars   or  cigarettes 


\sitli  the  l)us\-  hand.s.  h'our  tliousand  worke-rs  four  thous;ind 
h:ii»i<-^  Carmen--  daily  thronL^'  the-  halls  and  bri:athe  tlie 
ti  >bacei  i-l;iiifn  atni-' isphert.e  Rea(dnng  the  outskirts  of  the 
ei:\'  We  eiicfiunter  a  Lioodh"  h  lad  oi  ronnirv  lads  and  lasses 
fair-w;ird  binmd,  makim,',  >low-  progress  in  a  twrj-wheeded  cart 
dra-Aii  Li\'  a  pairnt  stiu'd\-  <  )\en.  A  pleasure-  \'ehicle  offering 
l'--s  i~'':;!tort  \'v'e  !ia\'e-  ii!\-.-i-  <fen  not-  enc  the  occu]")ants  of 
wiiiidi    W'-r-    i::    :;     le'-rri-  r    mo-.d,       dlii-    annual    leria   oree.r- 
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riRf,''  the  iSth  (l;i\'  of  April  and  two  lollo\\'in<(  dav'S.  is  not, 
hoNNcvcr,  a  simple  rustic  iestix'al.  '1  rue,  it  was  [)riniari!v  an 
exhibition  of  produce  and  line  cattle,  but  it  has  now  become 
one  of  the  fashionable  e\ents  of  Spain,  and  it  is  to  Seville 
what  the  Carni\"al  is  to  Rome  and  Nice,  and  the  Grand  Prix 
to   Paris  and    Derby   Da\'   to   London. 

Xe\ertheless  our  hrst  im})ressiop.s  are  of  a  rural  fete,  as 
we  come  out  upon  a  vast  grass-covered  space  crowded  with 
splendid  animals  ;  here  sheep,  there  goats,  beyond  them 
pigs,  then  in  another  quarter  pensive  cows,  and,  last  and  best, 
hundreds  of  restix'e  horses,  all  awaiting  sale.  In  the  distance 
looms  the  great  cathedral,  and  e\'er\-  little  wdiile  the  bells  of 
the  Giralda  send  out  across  the  cit\'  and  this  busy  camp  their 
cheerful  music.  We  stand  now  in  the  middle  of  the  cattle 
market  and  around  us  is  enough  of  wool,  hides,  beef,  mutton, 
veal,  and  pork  to  supply  a  city's  population  for  a  year.  As 
we  move  on,  we  pass  with  anxious  e}'es  gigantic  bulls,  fearing 
to  become  involved  in  an  impromptu  bull-tight;  for  to  the 
uninitiated,  the  ordinary  Spanish  bull  appears  as  formidable 
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as  a  loro  hriivo  of  tlic  riii,^.  Kcacliin.i;  in  saft'tx*  the  limits  of 
th(j  ('(niiitrxiiian  s  doiiiain,  we  enter  tliat  bc-lon^in^i;"  to  the 
world  (jl  rank  and  fashicjn.  Idiis  broad  and  \\ell-ke])t  a\"enue 
is  durin,^-  the  thri;e  days  of  the  fair  the'  focus  of  the  social  life 
oi  Se\'ille.       Ilcne    ni    theniomini;    occurs   a    ;^rand    ])arade    of 

('(juestrians     and     carriaj^es. 

Not   to  appear   liere    at 

the  proper   hour  is  a 

misfortune    of    the 

utmost     social 


A' 
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si,L;iiitic;in(~t.',  tor  ;ul  he\'illc  is  Ikji\;  to  look  and  b*;  looked 
uj>on  in  turn.  Tlu'  statrly  carriage  ol  Sc\illc  s  most  lu^n- 
orL'd  lad\-  passes  and  repasses  us.  In  it  we  see  the  Dueliess 
of  Montpensier,  sister  of  thi'  e.\-Oueen  of  Spain  and  widow 
of  the  son  of  Louis  Phihppe,  Kin.i^' of  the  I^^rencli.  \'-.'ith  lier, 
as  quests  of  honor  we  fre(|Uentl\'  l>eh(jl(l  the  C(jui.;ess  oi 
Paris    and    her  „^.,^..  . .  .son.  the     \"oun.i 


Preteneler 


to      t  h 


thr(Mie    of  '•^"^^^ITifiinifiilB^*^'^  P^rance, 

thie      Duke      e,f  unmiN        is  Orleans.         He 

does  not  seem  to  l)eai  his  exil^  he  <i\  iK',  Init  rather  tr)  e'lijox' 
■A  earii!,i:'  ,i;ood  elothes.  settin.i;  the  st\ies  for  apiii,^'  Spanish 
swehs.    attendin,^'    races,    l)uH-ti,L:iit-^,    and    the  like. 

l^aralkdinj^'  the  drix'ewax'  is  on  either  side  a  broad  ])roin- 
eiiaile,  up  and  down  N\iii(di  at  Certain  hours  ot  the  da\'  ami 
iar  into  tlie  ni,^iit  the  ,uail\'  dressed  and  a.nimated.  thronj^  is 
})a-.-inL;-.  Here  we  shah  .-e^'  the  fairest  I'i  fair  Se\-ille''s 
thiu.i^hters    in    their    new    sprin.u    fnxdxs  ;    two    sisters    dressed 
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alike  in  t'\-t;ry  detail  is  a  frLMjuciit  si,uiit,  wiiilt.-  c\x-ii   a   quartet 
(it  prutt\-  <;irls,  each  arrax'ud  in   a    copy    of    tlic    other's  ,yown, 
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is  In'  no  means  unusual.  What  an  amount  (.)f  worn'  and 
design in,L;'  is  thus  saxed  to  the  mother  of  numerous  unmarried 
girls  — how  man}'  ))ett\'  jealousies  are  thus  ax'cjided!  for  each 
girl  must  possess  just  as  many  and  just  as  tasteful  dresses 
as  her  sister.  1  bordering  the  promenade  is  a  long  row  of 
liLdit  and  air\'  structures   of    wood    and   canvas,  adorned   with 


VNK     AND     1-   \sinoN- 


rugs  and  flowers.  They  are  what  the  S[)aniards  call  ''  casil- 
/as/  "little  houses,  "  and  during  the  fair  time  serx'e  as 
temporar}'  homes  for  tlie  "  four  hundred "  of  the  cit\'.  The 
famil}'  that  is  of  any  social  pretensions  will,  at  the  ap[:)roach 
of  fair  time,  re'Ut  from  the  authorities  one  of  these  littk' 
booths,  pa_\'iiig  as  nnudi  as  si.\t_\'  d(dlars  for  three  short,  hai){)\' 
days.  Tables  and  chairs.  ])ianos,  lamps,  and  -most  im- 
portant  ot    all     -  ;i  >ideboard    are    installed  and    a    kitclien  ex- 
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triiijx  )ri/c(l  ill  tlu'  I't-ar.  Thm  a  ilclii^iittul  ]io.>}.)iralit\'  is 
i-\U-ii>1l-(1  t')  tricnils,  aciiuaintaiicr,--.  and  iK-ii^hbi  irs.  Lunch- 
(.■iiiis.  teas,  and  diinu-rs  tiillnw  in  t]uick  suc(\-s>i()n,  \'isits  are 
interchani^'cd,  in  fat't.tlie  social  lite  of  Se'X'ilic  is  for  three 
da\"-  l)roUL:ht  hither  l)o(hl\"  and  earrie'd  on  with  nnwonted 
\  mor  and  enthu>iasni.  At  ni.^ht  \\-e'  nia\-  >ee  the  hfe  of  the 
Camillas  at  its  hest,  toir  tlien  the\"  are  ilhnihnated,  and  then 
it  is  that  dani^hters  of  the  hunily  dance  in  tull  \-ie\\"  of  the 
puhlic  e\e  the  fascinating;  dances  of  An(hdiwia.  Tlie  music 
of  unitars  and  (-astanets,  the  Iau,i^hter.  lii^hts.  and  youthful 
\i)ices,  attract  and  liold  the  passer-by.  Curtains  are  not  irn- 
pojiteh"  (h'awn.  but  instead,  b_\'  tacit  in\dtation,  xuu  and  I 
(_ir  an\"  (jther  stran,i,''er  ina\'  join  the  adnnrin,!^'  .^roup  of  de- 
lighted sj)('Ctators  that  torins  [jefore  the  httle  house  in  which 
the  Senuritas  of  the  rich  and  titU-d  faniihes  are  dancing  more 
t  .1 
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for  the  (IflfCtcition  ot  the  crowd  than  fen"  the  siiiallcr  circle 
of  their  triep.ii-;.  It  is,  howe\'er,  onlv  ihirin:^'  this  short 
Season    c)f    exuberant    mirth    that    Spanish   etiquette    is    thus 
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racicusK"  relaxed.  Here,  as  else- 
V  w  h-ere  in  Spain,  the  polisiied 
policemen  of  the  (^i\'il 
Guard,  unlike  ordinar\'  po- 
licemen, seem  to  be  al- 
\va\'s  at  hand.  Two  b\' 
two  the\"  alwa\s  ,140,  and 
when  patrollin.ii'  l(;nei\" 
rcxids  a  re.uulation  c<jm- 
pels  them  to  walk  tweh'e 
paces  distant  one  friHn 
the  other,  t(j  prevent  the 
possibilitx'  of  bein.i^"  both  sur- 
prised at  the  same  instant  b_\' 
hRoM  THK  r(.i  N'iKv  a  liiddeH  malcfactor.  There  are 
about  twent}'  thousand  foot  ami  hve  thousand  mounted  mem- 
bers of  this  corps,  and  e\"er\'  one  of  them  as  far  as  my  ex- 
perience ,i;(jes  is  ^eiitlemank",  honest,  and  coura,t;eous. 
Should  one  die  in  the  dischan^e  of  dut\",  he  knows  that  his 
orphaned  children  will 
for  b\'  the  ,t;'o\'ernnienl 
eilucated  in  a  collej^e 
Madrid.  To  the  Civ' 
Guard  is  due  in  a 
lari^e  measure  the 
decrease  in  tfiat 
briy'anda,i4e  which 
at  one  time  was  the 
terror  of  the  trav- 
eler  in    Spain. 

Let  us  now  be- 
take ourseh'es  to  anotht 
a\'enue  where  the  cas 
are     rented     hv     a     d 
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class  of  ])L'ople, 
bv  t  hose  to 
whom  the  feria 
is  a  ,^'reat  annual 
o})portunity  for 
j^ain  and  not  a 
mere  occasion  for 
the  display  of  a 
new  i^own  or  the 
entertainment  of 
a  host  of  friends. 
We  have  ar- 
rived in  the  streets 

nt     the     nuich-talked-of      l)uui(cl()s\     and     as     \ve     naturall}' 

ha\e    a    desire    to     taste   that   famous  production   of    Spanish 

cookerw  we  accept 

the  pressin,^"  invi- 
tation of  the  rather 

forward   damsels  in 

(~har,!^'e     of    one    of 

these    1)  u  n  u  e  1  o 

booths.       We  are 

Mi'xcd  with  (Hips  ot 

cli'  icojate  and  with         J 

[ihilrs  of  rich,  H,i;"ht, 

(li!ii-i(  )U.-.,     r  o  u  n  d  , 

;i  III!    wcll-hrowned, 

X' ■!  j-ii'  )t  trittcrs,  not 

illilll-^i'    hut    -Uprl'ior 

ii '  t  lie  ^rcu  t  Amer- 
ica ii  di  iiiL^liii 111 .  In 
;  li'  ■  [  net  iirr  \  '  i!i  eaii 
-<M'  pih'-  I't  lliciii 
Mil    thr    ictt,    irr-iih' 
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(lipped  from  a  kettle  of  seething;'  .i^rease  by  a  serious-visao^d 
matron.  So  well  did  bufiuelos  till  a  lon.t^-felt  \\"ant  with  us 
that  we  consumed  innumerable  dozens  and  were  at  a  loss 
to  understand  the  reluctance  of  tiie  Spanish  public  to  .s^o 
and  do  likewise.  Trul}'  the  fair  bufioleras  used  e\'er\'  in- 
ducement to  attract,  and  e\'en  ijcntle  force  to  retain,  their 
customers,  but  for  sume  nusterinus  reason  their  l)landish- 
ments  were  \'ain,  and  man\'  temptini^'  piU-s  of  Spanish  doui^h- 
nuts  _i;rew  chill  and  cold  uneaten.  Idle  fact  tfiat  \\\;  had 
lox'alK'  dis])atcht_Ml  a  yeoman  s  share  of  liufuielos  did  not 
}irotect  us  trom  the  acti\"e  cann^)aiu"n  tactics  of  the  rither 
waitresses.  ( )ur  progress  down  the  street  was  a  series  of 
captures  and  esc:i(>es,  until  we  were  prepared  to  h^ok  with. 
pit\"  on  the  C(_)untr\"  lads  who,  while  teLd)!\'  resistiuL.;-  the 
teinptatiiMi  to  incur  indiii'estii  in  \'et  had  not  the  necessar\" 
courai^'e  to  break  loose  troni  theU'  fair  captors.  The  erid)ar- 
ras-^ment  of  S(.aiie  ot   thest;  laistics  was  pitiable  in  the  e\trt_-:ne. 
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Having- safcl}'  run  t\\v  ,L;auntlt'r  ol  ungentle  suasion  and 
rude  ari;uincnt,  w  f  Iraw  t!ir  street  to  seek  our  tra\'elin<^' 
companion,--  a  di^nitied  (K'li;;litt ul  doctor  troni  the  classic 
town  of  I'xiston.  with  whom  we  share  a  room  in  our  hotel, 
^\■hich  like  all  other  hosti'hdes  is  at  this  season  more  than 
(Wercrowded.  We  meet  him  strnllin^'  down  a  lantern-draped 
and  shad\'  i)romenade,  mu>im^  perchance  uj)on  distant  beau- 
ties   of    the    l)oston    Connnon,  perchance   rei^rettini^'   that   no 
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baker\-  of  IJoston  beans  has  been  installed  upon  these 
f^rounds  dex'oted  to  .i^ood  cheer  and  rex'elrw  We  are  deter- 
iinned  that  the  doctor  shall  be  consoled  for  lack  of  beans 
by  an  abnndanct;  ot  brown  bin'iuelos.  We  diplomatically 
diri-et  hi->  steps  to  the  street  Irom  which  wt'  liaxa-  ]ust  es- 
caped, niali(  iou,-ly  anticipating;  his  di>ma\-  at  the  un-iioston- 
cs(pie  bcha\aor  (,1  the  bunoleras  whose  sole  desire  is  to 
induce  the   public        b\    fair    means  or   foul —  to    risk  a  case  of 
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indi,^-estion.  Xor  are  we  disappointed  at  the  result  of  this 
imtrieiidly  betrax'al  ot  our  staid  conipaiiiou;  he  is  at  once 
marked  as  a  newcomer,  an  imliUed  receptacle  for  the  surplus 
bunuelos  !  If  our  preN'ious  passini^'  had  been  a  troubled  one, 
tills  time  it  is  indet.-d  tumultuous.  A  dozen  times  he  is 
seized  and  held  a  i)risoner  ;  a  score  of  women  \'oun,^',  old, 
and  middle-a.^ed  pursue,  arrest,  e.\})()stulate  with,  and,  tinall}-, 
noting-   his   ston\-    IJoston   stare,    release    him. 


II.l.lMINA  I  KD    A\  h:M 


"If  these  be  Seville  people."  he  exclaims,  "I  much  prefer 
uncivil  ones";  and  this  bad  pun  but  pro\"ed  to  what  a  state  of 
desperation  he  had  been  dri\'en  b}'  his  treatment  here.  At 
last  he  }'ields  ;  enters  a  booth  ;  his  captors  then  become  as 
identic  and  polite  as  e\'ery  damsel  should  be,  and  serxe  him 
<iTaciouslv  with  chocolate  and  cakes  ;  but  when  he  stri\es  to 
j^o.  the\'  make  \'aiu  endi'a\'ors  to  retain  him  witli  \\innin,i4 
smiles  and  a  ,i;rip  upon  Ins  coat-tails.  Those  who  aftirm  that 
the    Spanish  ptM^])le   hick  enterprise  are  referred  to   Dr. 
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We 

banks, 


meantime  wander  on  amid  the  c\"er-increasini,''  throno^, 

the    theaters   ot    showmen    and  the   tents   of   mounte- 

hstenin,!^-    to    bhnd    musicians,    watchiiii^'    the    (hmcing 

L,i;irls.      The  din  about  us 
is  as    deafening'   as    that 
_        .  u])on  an  Exposition  Mid- 

^\■a^■  ;  but  here  tlie  noise 
is  a  (Hstinctl}'  Sjxinish 
noise,      a    nnn,L;linK"     o 
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Spanish  in  u  s  i  c  , 
Spainsli  oaths  and 
cxclaniatiDiis,  twan,^- 
in^;  .L;uitars  and  chick- 
in,i4'    caslanrts. 

J!ut  now"  ihc  (lay 
is  waning;,  and  cit\'- 
ward  t  h  c  c  r  o  wd 
departs  to  dine,  to 
ch'css,  and  to  return 
anon  b\'  ni,i^ht  throuiiii 
the  i^'dv  illurndnated 
streets,  where  be- 
neath arches  of  ,i4"lo\v- 
in.u  ,i;'as-jets  nio\'es  a 
ri\'er  of  huinanitw 

Till  late  we  wan- 
der from  street  to  street  and  from  park  to  .garden,  disco\'erin,y' 
e\'er\'\vhere  a  happy  j)opulation,  enjo\'in^'  with  a  Latin  zest 
the   ,i;Teatest   fete   of   the   Andalusian    year.        We    watch    the 

:     dauuhters  (')f  vSe\"ille  s  i)roiid- 


^v^f 


I     est  tannlies  dance  ow  th.e  ter- 
races of   their  casillas  ;   trom 
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the  street  we  witness  the  ,<4ran(l  bahs  .yiveii  b\'  the  leadin.q' 
chibs  ill  their  hui^e  dpen-air  ])a\'ihoiis.  W'e  tind  oursel\"es 
now  stru,i;,i^hn,L:  with  those  e\'erlastin^  Inifiuelo  sellers,  now 
i(llin,i:  in  a  retired  coriu-r  of  a  leaf\'  ,uarden,  or.  a^ain.  pass- 
in,u'  as  in  a  dream  beneath  a  p_\'raiiiid  of  brilliant  lanterns 
suspended  like  a  multi-colored  constellati*)!!  in  the  ni.yht. 
]£\'e-n  a  })ictured  description  of  the  Se\"ille  P^air  will  <;ive  \"OU 
l)Ut    the    faintest    idea    ot    that    far-famed    e\"ent.      True,     the 


feria  will  not  bear  ci">m])ari-on  with  the  .i:reat  internatir)nal 
lair-  of  r  ,t!u:r  laiid<  ;  it  i-,  \  ou  niu-t  rt'iiieiiiber.  but  a  lo('al 
fe-ti\al  the  iiio-t  important  of  it-  kind  in  Spain.  d'o  the 
strair^er.  h''Wf\-er,  it  oftrrs  a  uni'pu-  attraction.;  it  i^ix'es  liim 
ill  ihr''--  iia\"-  a  (dearer  idea  of  the  Spanish  pt-oplc  than 
he  (■'■ujil  ■^am  b\"  months  of  tiirmal  intercourr^e  and  stud\-. 
I)Kriir_;  tip-  t  .ii' 'Wim:'  da\-,  soeit.-tw  a^  if  to  prow-  ho\\'(,.-- 
ni''iHi!itan  it  i-,  f-rL:>'t-  it-  Spani-h  plea-ures  and  beoMnies 
An^loiuam.e  Ali'-r  tlio     bull-ti-ht-,     after    the    dani:es   and 
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/i('s/(/s.  come  pi,i^eon-shootin,i4'  matches  and  a  season  of 
horse-races.  The  laches  hiy  aside  tlieir  hice  iiKoitilUis  in 
fa\'or  of  the  Parisian  clutpcaiix :  the  hea\"\'  swehs  exchan.^e 
their  jackets  and  wide  .^ray  hats  for  hi.^h  silk  tiles  and  lon.^;; 
frock-coats.  The  Due  d' Orleans,  thaid-:s  to  his  lon^"  S(jjourn 
on  En,i^lish  soil,  is  the  brii^ht  particular  star  of  these  occa- 
sions. He  ])la\-s  the  social  king  while  waitin.t^-  for  a  call 
to    pla\'    a    m<jre   important    kin.gly   part. 


.T    THI-;     KAC1-. 


And  now  having-  told  \-on  of  the  bri,i:ht  side  of  the  feria, 
I  turn  with  hesitation  to  another  feature  <A  the  fete  ;  one 
which  to  Spanish  minds  is  all  brii^htness  and  exhilaration,  but 
which  to  us  presents  onl\'   its  dark   and   blood-stained   aspect. 

'Idle  P)ull  Ivin,i4',  the  Phi  Id  lie  Tnros  must  now  ckdm  our 
attention.  It  is  with  hesitation  that  I  lea.d  \'ou  thither;  and 
for  two  reasons,  first,  the  douljts  ot  m\'  abiiltx"  to  present  in 
\\'ords  the  ini})ressions  there  recei\'ed  ;  and  secr)ndi\',  the  fear 
that   tho>e    impressio'us.  crudeK'  turmulated   and   perhaps    too 
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\'  pictured,  ma}'  offend  or 
)ck  a  humane  public.  Yet 
1  assure  \'ou  that  the  pic- 
tures do  but  shadow  the 
horrors  witnessed  in  the 
ring.  Those  who  ha\-e 
,, -i  attended  many  bull- 
lights  ^\■ill  tell  \-ou 
after  I  am  done  that 
the  half  has  not  been 
pictured  nor  been  told. 
As  we  arri\'e  before  the 
entrance  to  the  Plaza  into 
ich  an  eager  public  is  pour- 
,  let  me  confess  that  un- 
like the  a\'erage  Anglo-Saxon 
tra\'eler,  I  do  not  sweepingly 
condenm  the  spectacle.  Is 
CUT  own  race  free  from  the  rej)r()ach  of  inflicting  suffering 
in    the   name    of   sport?      We  never  dwell   upon   the   pain  re- 
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sultiii.ir  from  the  aii.^lcr's  skilful  j)l;iy,  the  sportsman  s  half- 
successful  shot.  The  Spaniard  re,t;ar(ls  the  tortures  of  the 
d\'in,t^  bulls  and  of  the  disembowc'led  horses  with  the  same 
sportsmanlike  complacency  that  characterizes  the  l:^nj^lish 
lortl  and  lady  or  mend)ers  of   the  Newport  "  smart  set       \\hen 


TIIK    11  A/A    (  11"    SK\I1  I.1-: 


Witness 
by  the 
we  shal 
iently 
victims, 
and    a 


in,!.;-  the  deatli  stru,^,t;les  of  the  exh.austed  fox,  torn 
taui^s  of  an  excited  pack.  The  ^\■ide  world  o\'er 
!  tind  cruelt}-  dis,i;uised  as  sport;  hence  let  us  look  len- 
upon  the  Spaniard  who  does  but  choose  nobler 
Moreo\'er  he  surrounds  their  sacrifice  \vith  a  poino 
gorgeous    pa!.;eantry    that   robs    the    scene    of    half    its 
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horrc)!-;  ami,  to  his  credit  be  it  said,  the  Spaniard  is  no 
cnward  ;  lie  stakes  his  life  ai4"aiii>t  that  of  a  redoubtable 
anta^i  mist.      Man_\-   fatalities   attest   tliis   fact. 

Let  us  then  enter  the  \'ast  anipliitheate-r  \\"herein  so  nian\" 
traL;edie>  ha\'e  be-eu  enacted  ;  let  us  suppress  the  sickeihnu^ 
tl)iiUL;ht  of  u'hastl}'  si^^hts  to  conie  ;  let  us  prepare  to  stud\- 
calnd\'  the  Spainsh  |jubli(^  in  its  enjen'nient  of  a  brilliant 
nati'inal  sjji  )rt  ;  ani.l  — I  dn  C'"inti_-ss  it  — a  fascinating;'  ,L;"arne 
(it  hfe  ( ir  death.  Anil  it  is  liere  in  ti>rce  tn-daw  that  Spanish 
pui/lic  ;  ljt.;tiire  the  opi-niuL.;'  i  if  the  Cnyrida  t\\'el\'e  thousan<l 
-jit/ctat' irs  will  be  inasse-d  in  unljri  )ken  tiers  around  the 
n.iL:ht\'  arena,  liah'  ot  them  Ijeinu'  i..;rilled  on  the  st-iue  seats 
b_\  tlb-  t^rri'l  sun.  It  ha<  bet-n  -aid  tfiat  "the  transit  i 'f  the- 
-!•.'!  ''\!-r  till-  j/ia/a.  the  Zoihacal  ju'o-ress  into  Taurus  — 
m  '■'■x\::\\\i\  W' <i  tht-  w'urst  eaKuilatod  astr- iiii  imiral  obser\'a- 
!;■  n  in  ^jiain  ;  tli--  hue  of  shadow  detiued  on  the  arena 
i"-:::i,    ;;i-oi;r;it,  i\-     i.oarkt-d    b\'    ;!    L;railati'in     of    pricrs.  W'-- 

h  '■■■■■  ■.'.>. -jx  l:d."n  pke'-'-A  iiU  till'  -had\"  side  ---c/o  >i  i})iliyti -  — 
\i'..-\  \x- •'.:.  -:;;■  ii-\  w--  -.-,■  ili,-  -rae.'fal  tip  i  if  tin-  (hralda, 
d-  !;.  :i;'i\   '  ■■■:'/.\\--  ;  :;^:;:::-:  tii'-  Aoril  -kw 


SOL'TIIERN    SPAIN 


299 


The  Giralcla  is  always  a  spectator.  Better  to  stud}'  our 
neij^hbors  and  the  ti^ht  itself,  we  descend  to  the  lowest  row 
of  seats  b(.)rderin,^'  the  circular  alley  ot  refu<^e  for  the  h,^hters. 
Around  us  are  the  amateurs  of  tauroniachia,  los  (ifiri())iad<>s, 
men  who  follow  the  contests  with  an  enthusiasm  akin  to 
that  which  animates  our  fellow-countrx'men  at  foot-ball 
^ames.  The\'  know  the  bra\'e  toreros^  ixowx  the  lunnble 
clmlos  to  the  piriidorcs  and  world-famed  DinUidorcs  :  they 
are  ;;"ood  judj^es  of  the  bulls'  tine  points,  and  know  the  rules 
and  precedents  of  the  cruel  sport  as  well  as  a  professional. 
There  in  the  boxes  we  behold  the  \'Otaries  of  fashion,  and 
}'onder  in  the  rowal  bo.x  sit  the  families  of  Montpensier  and 
Orleans,  the  little  princesses  unmo\'ed  b_\"  the  thou,<i'ht  of 
what  they  are  about  to  witness.  Below  is  the  place  re- 
served for  the  president  of  the  course,  wdiose  word  is  law 
for  the  occasion.  His  word  is,  however,  frequentl}'  iniiu- 
enced  b}'  the  will  of  an  excited  audience,  whose  clamorous 
desires  are  not  to  l)e  disregarded  bv  even  the  most  deter- 
mined of  presidin<^'  officers.  The  suppressed  murmur,  which 
has    been    liTOwin"'     in     volume    as    the    crowd    increases    in 
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dcnsitw  now  rises  to  a  hii^h  ])itcli.  —  there  is  a  sudden 
ran,i4in,i;'  ot  sj)ectators,  a  burst  nt  martial  music,  and  all  taces 
are  turned  in  one  dire(~tioii,  as  out  into  the  arena  sweeps  the 
richl}"  dressed  Cinnirilhis  whi(di  includes  the  brax'est  and 
most  famous  heroes  ot  the  rin^.  This  ])rocessional  entr}-  is 
the'  tirst  e\'ent  (if  the  loni^'  antici[)ared  season  of  three  con- 
secuti\"e  ilaws  of   blood}'  combats.       Se\"ille  is  happ}'. 


A    M'  'M'-;m  'S    K^Si'I  I  !•: 

At  U' )  other  Season,  sa\'e  perliaps  at  Eastei"  time,  and  in  n<j 
iith.-r  p]:ice  are  liner  Corridas  -iw-n  than  (hn-in.,^;"  the  A^^ril 
tiiu"  ht-re  in  ^exille.  I'or  these  Corridas  of  the  feria  are 
r<-.,r\"od  thi-  ti>;rcer~t  ;ind  most  ioriiiiilable  laills.  -to  shiiie  at 
tlii--i-  cx  I  'in-  i-  the  ;inibitioii  ot  e\er\'  li/adcr  in  the  art ;  we'  mav 
lh<r-'toro  rc-t  a-sured  that  to-da\'  s  spe(na(de  wiil  be  per- 
l-et  ot  j--   kind.      Heroism  and   horror  will  deli,^iit  the  crowd. 

Tlio  nitiidn'r-  ot  the  ("uadrilla  -alute  the  pre>idential 
box,  thoii  ["WW  ill  lino  ot  battjo  ;itler    ha\"in'.^    r\(diani.;ed    their 

riehly   eli.iu"' 'i'iol'od   e;ip,--,   for  Co;;-;!!,  ,11  oilo-   of  red   and    \elloW. 
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Then  trumpets  sound,  the  door  of  the  loril  is  thrown 
open,  and  amid  the  breathless  silence  the  tirst  bull  makes  his 
entrv.  He  pauses,  dazed  by  the  j^kre,  then  espyin,<4-  a  chulo 
\vavini4-  a  red  cape,  he  char^'es  at  him.  Seldom  does  the 
capcador  await  the  tirst  on5lau,L;ht  of  the  animal  ;  instead, 
runnin.i^-  li^htlw  he  vaults  the  barrier,  and  from  the  safety  of 
the    circular    alley    between    it    and    the    wall    of    the    arena 


1  in.    I'L AV    yiV    THH    CAPA 

watches  the  bull  exhaust  his  tirst  an,i;ry  force  upon    the   solid 
wooden   ];anels.      Impotent  is   the   fur\'   of  the   bull. 

Meanwhile  a  mounted  picador  is  ur<;"in,ii'  his  fri.Lihtened, 
ndserable  horse  into  j)osition  to  receive  a  charge.  The  bull 
being  accustomed  to  equine  companions  during  his  life  in  the 
open  C(.)untr}-.  at  first  looks  upon  the  horse  without  hostilitv 
and  turns  a\vay.  Perhaps  the  bull  a  second  time  pursues  a 
fleeing  capeador,  wIk;  this  time  ma_\'  turn  and  face  his 
advancing  foe,  and  throwing  the  aipa  out  to  rii^ht  or  left, 
stand  there  unarmed,  while  the  Inill  harmlessK'  tosses  the  airv, 
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allurii!i4"  iiKuitlc  with  his  tcartul  hrinir^.  A  httlc  of  this  phiv 
c.\;isj)rratcs  the  buh  ;  he  Idi/k-  ;ii)iait  for  sonuj  mure  tani^ible 
i.'hjrf-t  to  attark.  His  c\"e-^  ar'.-  tfx'-'l  upon  a  horse.  Still  he 
lie-itate-^  to  harm  a  telli  i\\--(  jua'lru[.)etl.  At  this  moment  the 
>turil\"  jiicailor  spurs  on  hi-  tremhliir^'  Rosinante.  ami,  his 
laiiof  in  j)o>itioii,  adwinre^  ii[)mii  the  bull.  Th  ■  'atter  \\uth 
lowered  Imni-  stil!  stanil>  th.e-re  imdeciileil.  'i  iie  hr)rse  s 
ri,L;ht    e\'e    i>    tii^iitK'    IjandaL^ed,  so    that    he    does    ne^t    see  the 


'■''ni-'-r.  >■'-•!  his  'luix-erniL:  u'leniber-  tell  ot  his  iristmctix'e  tear. 
•^  ''■'■'•■  pr- A-'ikiii-  ni<)\-em.iit-  -t  the  lance,  and.  arMU^,-,l  ;a  ]a<t. 
■!i"  bud  r-j-rm--  forward,  and  with  awful  fori-e,  lift-  imrse  and 
■■-•'i''ii  iii-l^'ni-.  Th.-  pir;id-r  ha-,  how,  .v>.;r,  reT(-i\-e-d  the 
'■•"■'■  'ip'  i!  h'-  lane,-,  iiMie^  it  jii-i  i), -t  v,-,  ■oil  the  >!i,  ,n.lders. 
"^^  ■■■!  -^  h'-  -tr,-!mtli  Ir-  b,ar-  uj.-n  hi-  wvaj-),,!i,  iait  as  the 
■'-■^''''  !-  i'urp--,  ly  iir"t--ot,Ml  -,. ,  that  it  ma\-  not  cut  lo,, 
•■•  ■  'r-y-   '■'•    ■■'■'■':nd  ;:::';, -t. A  i-  but  a  iriuiii-  -n,-  ;  the  j)ica-l,r's 
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and  thus  save  the 
horse  ami  rider 
from  beiiii^'  borne 
down.  To  us  it 
seems  as  if  tiie 
rider's  le,<4"  must 
be  transfixed  up- 
on a  horn,  and 
we  are  .li'lad  to 
k  n  o  w  t  li  a  t  be- 
neath liis  heavy 
leathern  trousers 
the  picador  is  ar- 
mored like  a 
battle-ship,  with 
steel.  But  are 
not  the  horns, 
then,  buried  in 
the  horse  's  tiank  ? 
Almost  invariably  thk  shock; 

the\'  are.  The  other  ti.i^hters,  who  ha\'e  been  stant-lim;'  by, 
now  draw  off  the  bull  by  ineans  of  wa\-ing  capas.  for  the 
weakness  of  the  wounded  horse  ma}'  render  critical  the 
picador  s  position.  In  this  case  the  horse  has  been  but 
lif^htly  lacerated  ;  he  is  still  strong  enough  to  stand, 
and  so  is  kept  in  the  ring  to  ser\e  again  as  target  for 
the  h(3rns.  Meantime  two  other  picador.^s  engage  the 
bull.  And  he,  having  once  smelled  blood,  recpiires  little 
inducement  to  return  agrun  and  again  to  the  attack. 
An  almost  fatal  charge  occurs  right  at  our  feet, — the 
horse  is  pierced  b\'  two  sharp  Idood-stained  horns  and  lifted 
with  his  rider  high  into  the  air.  The  bull  lowers  his  head, 
but  cannot  disengage  it  ;  nor  can  the  horse  escape,  nor 
can  the  picador  a\'ail  auglit  with  his  spear;  and  those  ab(»ut 
-I) 
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us  murmur  "  (\(V((ii(i  ni/a'r/o/'  "  -a  drad  li()r>e,  '  and  we  turn 
a-idt'  our  faces,  and  then  wt-  l(i<ik  a.^ain  that  we  may  know 
the  worst.  'Idle-  hor-e  and  rider  are  pu-hed  h\'  tlie  I'linded 
bull  to  the  ver\-  linuts  (;t  the  rinj^'  ;  the  picador  is  crushed 
against  tlu.-  barrier,  and  then  lifted  o\-er  it,  unconscious,  by 
Ins  conn"ades,  while  the  horse,  at  la.st  tree  frrjin.  his  assailant, 
be-ins  a  frantic  death-race  around  the  arena,  his  entrails  dra,^- 


KV.^r'lsC,    A    PICADOK 


j^^iuL;,  leajjin.L^  ln,i;h  in  his  a,L:on\-  at  e\'erv  bound.  Thrice  does 
th'-  bull  arre>t  that  mad  rareer,  char,t^in,i;  and  tossin*^'' the  muti- 
]ati.-d  lior.->e'  each  tinn;  it  daslies  blinddx  pa<t  him.  And  thds  in- 
cident i^  coii^i<lt:r(rd  connc  b\' the  va^t  audicnee.  'Jdie  })eople 
ri--f  to  th<nr  f<  <-l  and  lau,<,di  until  the  tears  come  to  their  e\'es. 
'1  he-  papi-i"-,  next  da\'  allude  to  it  as  an  ' 'ori.i^iiial  and  anni^ing 
nieidi-iit.  .\b-;aitinn-  the  picador,  rt-coV(-nn,i,^  from  a  fainting 

sjiell.  1:^  li-d  pa-^t  iH.      S-'Uie    one    reproaehcs    him    for  lea\'ing 
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the  arena;  and  he,  looking  up 

with    a    sneer    up 

s  en  s  u  a  1     but     d 

mined    face,    reph 

in  a  tone  that  can 

not  leave  a  doubt 

of  his  regret  at 

going,     "Men 

are  not  made  of 

steel. 

"  But      what 
becomes    of    the 
wounded  horses?" ' 
}'ou  may  ask.       O 
circumstances  the 
fate    depends.        If 
attendants  find  tha 
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inuil  has  still  sufficient  life,  tlie  saddle  is  re-adjusted,  and  the 
rider  iiiMunts  auaiii.  It  n'^t,  if  the  beast  cannot  be  uryed 
to  rise,  a  sh(jrt  sharp  knife  inserted  in  the  brain  ends  the 
brief  minutes  of  torture,  whicdi- are  })erhaps  less  cruel  than 
the  lon^'  \  ears  of  ill-treatment  and  o\'er\\(jrk  \\hich  would 
ha\e  been  allotted  to  the  horse  had  it  not  been  boui^ht 
b\"  the  contractor  who  supplies  equine  \dctims  to  make  these 
Spanish  holidaxs.  \'ou  n:a_\'  ask  indii^nanth',  "And  do  the 
Spanish  realK   lo\-e  these  sights?  Not  so;    the\'   seldom  see 

them;  their  e\es  are  follo\\in,L;  the  enra.yed  bull,  the  cle\'er 
ai;!le  hiiliters.  The  horse,  (jnce  ,i;ored,  is  instanth'  forgotten. 
Idle  cluilos  lead  a\\"a\'  the  man^ied  animal  unnoticed.  It 
is  onK'  the  unaccustomed  Ani^lo-Saxon  e\'e  that  dwells  on 
Its  >uftermL::'  and  death,  and  thus  misses  the  mar\"elous  feats 
of  dexterit\"  and  skill  {Performed  b\"  the  toreros  in  trans- 
ferrim:"  the  scene  of  the  combat  tr,)  ar.other  tpiarter  nften., 
h()Wc\er,  these    \  er\'    animals,    after   external    traces   of   tlieu" 
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iniuries  liave    been  partially  disguised     -,    .-  ■'^ 
hv  sewinj^  up  the  wounds,  make   their 
appearance    in    a    succeedinj<  right, — on  the  same 
day,  of  course,  to  perish  on  the  horns  of  other  bulls. 

But  to  our  relief  the  clarion  sounds  again,  announcing 
that  the  work  of  picadores  and  horses  is  now  ended  and 
calling  the  banderilleros  into  action.  Their  })lay  is  the  most 
agreeable  because  the  least  cruet  feature  of  the  fight.  The 
weapons  called  in  Spanish  banderillas  are  slender  wooden 
wands,  decked  with  gaily  colored  paper-lace  antl  furnished 
with  a  metal  point  so  formed  that  when  once  plunged  into 
the  tlesh  it  cannot  be  detached.  A  banderillero  on  the  ex- 
tri'U^.e  right  waits  with  a  pair  of  these  ,i^ay  torture-darts,  while 
a   capeador   provokes  the  bull  to    fiercer  anger  with  his  cloak. 

The  animal,  rushing  on,  tosses  aside  the  cloak,  and  then 
stands    face    to    face    with    his    new    foe,     who    brandishes    in 
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each  hand  a  (laiiit\-  papcr-covrrt'd  bandurilla.  The  man 
ami  bL-ast  rush  each  upnn  the  other,  hearts  stand  still,  and 
then  there  burst  forth  aeclaniations  loud  and  loni;- ;  for  at 
the  iiionieiit  of  what  nn.L^ht  have  proNed  a  traj^ic  meeting, 
the  man,  gracefully  risin,u-  on  tiptoe  betwax-n  the  lowered 
horns,  Hxes  his  darts  with  superb  accurac}'  into  the  shoulders 
of  the  bull  an<l  deftly  steps  aside,  lea\-inj4-  the  animal  to  con- 
tinue his  unavailniL^-  rush,  to  bellow  and  madl>-  to  try  to  shake 
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Irom  111-.  tle>h  the  pain  intlictmi:  weapons.  Tlirei^  pair  of 
bnndrnlla--  ar(/  ii^ualh'  [)lact;d;  not  alwaws  without  niishnp, 
toi"  1  li;i\-c  >L-(_:n  maiu'  a  jatdxct  rent  \>v  a  too  r;ipid  horn, 
iii,iii\'  a  torero  rolji^d  in  the  du.^t  onl\'  to  rise,  unhurt  ;irid, 
rfCoiiinn-nei-  in--  i>!a\',  to  the  deli^hl  o|  breathless  spectator-. 
Now-  eoiiir-,  tlif  third  and  linal  act,  the  duel  between  tlr.: 
bull  ;iiid  ih'-  ]/'//'/'/'>}-.  or  l-lsp>t(i'i.  ill  •  highest  rank  to  \\!ii(di 
a  l'M''-ro  e  III  ,n,p;r--.  l.ii<f  po.-t-.,  M-p.ida-;,  i  ir  sw  oi-.  Isiurii ,  are 
boi'ii  not  ii;  id-,  an  1  ^pain    can  boast    ol    l)Ut    fe-w  men    ot    this 
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class.  At  the 
head  of  them 
stands  Rafael 
G  u  e  r  r  a  or 
Gncrrita  as 
he  is  known 
in  the  rinj^. 
The  rewards 
of  the  Espada 
are  not  to  be 

despised.  Guerrita,  \\e  are  told,  makes  in  one  year  about 
sixt}'  thousand  dollars,  and  dispatches  about  two  hundred 
bulls.  Since  becoming"  matador  he  has  killed  no  fewer 
than  fourteen  hundred  bulls,  and  his  savings  represent  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Armetl  simply  with  a  slender 
sword  and  the  muleta, —  a  square  of  red  cloth  attached  to  a 
light  stick,  —  he  begins  a  (fuel  with  the  now  thoroughly 
enraged  antagonist.  He  must,  however,  show  his  skilful  play 
before  attempting  to  end  the  tragic  combat.  It  is  here  tlie 
stranger  is  least 
disgusted  and 
most  deep!}'  in- 
terested, for  the 
pla}'  is  fair,  the 
chances  equal; 
and  we  kno\v  that 
it  is  to  be  a  duel 
to  the  death,  for 
the  matador  does 
not  enjo}'  the 
privilege  of  seek- 
ing safety  behind 
the  barrier.  The 
brute    directs  his 
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ht-rcf  attacks  at  the  ml  cloth,  and  on  the  proper  inaneuv- 
erni^-  of  tnat  hit  of  ra,i;  depends  the  life  of  the  ]:I-pada.  With 
It  he  causes  the-  furious  animal  to  char,i4e,  to  retreat,  to  turn, 
or  to  leap  —  a  dozen  tinies  he  will  prov(jke  attack,  as  many 
times  he  will  by  a  simi)le  m<A'ement,  almost  without  cpiittin^ 
a  uiven  Sj)r)t,  esca})e  a  horrible  death.  .Vt  last,  <,^rasping  the 
sword,  —  so  .--lender  and  llexible  and  keen, —  he  stands  face  to 
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face  with  his  tormented  foe.  ready  for  the  final  stroke.  There  is 
a  char^^e,  a  h")\verin^''  of  a  f^d^'^antic  pair  of  horns,  a  flashino^  of 
a  pohshed  blade,  a  burst  of  thunderous  applause,  and  the  bull 
drops  to  his  knees,  sways  feebly  to  and  fro,  then  with  a  last 
convulsive  fall,  after  having  vomited  a  stream  of  blood,  he 
dies  -  protestin<:;'ly.  The  sword  hilt  is  seen  protrudin^:^  from  a 
bleedinj^'  sh(julder,  —  th(,'  point  is  buried  in  the  heart.  The 
(firslro  then  acknowled.i^es  the  plaudits  of  the  crowd,  while  a 
short  knife  is  plunged  by  an  attendant  into  the  bull's  brain  to 
complete  the  work  be.yun  by  the  torero.  Sometimes, 
however,  even  the  most  skilled  Espadas  fail  to  dispatch  their 
euL-niv  with  a  sinjjle  blow  ;    two.  three,  e\en  f''Ur  unsuccessful 
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tlii"u>ts  ai'i,:  iiiHilf  ;  tlu*  sword  ni;i\'  strikr  ;i  bone  and  break; 
the  onslau,i;ht  of  the  bull  nia\-  riot  Ije  ot  sutYKMent  >peed  and 
torce  to  dri\e  the  blade  in  deep  enou.i^h  ;  or,  the  sword  may 
enter  to  the  \-er\'  hilt  without  fatal  effect,  its  point  not  ha\"in,<^ 
reached  a  \ital  >[)ot.  In  (-ases  such  as  these  the  diestr(_)  must 
recommence  his  plav,  draw  out  the  sword,  or  with  a  second 
one  attempt  to  .-~a\e  his  reputati(jn.      Of  the  three  dozen  bulls 
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\\li!i'li  I  .-aw  slain  in  Spain,  but  six  were  pr'^iperK'  dis- 
pat'ii'-'i.  Man\'  di'.-d  onl\'  after  reCen'im;'  re])eated  thrusts; 
oth'-r-.  tallin::  triiiii  ^^\hall^tl':)n ,  were  turned  <  i\'er  to  the  attend- 
an:-  wii'^,  w.ili  tii'-ir-uiall  and  murdierous  kni\'es.  end.ed  the 
tr,i_:''d\-  i'l'^l -r:  '■;-l\-  d'lie  rare  succrsstul  stroke  is,  howeN'er. 
li:--  -i-:!cd  !  ■;■  ::■:  '■.:::]■. n  :  hat-,  cai)-,  ri-ars,  and  liowers  are 
sli' ''.\'-r'- 1     K\>  ■:.     •;:•-    -':.iini'.:    \"iit''r   a-   he    make-    hi-    usual 
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triumphant  tour  arounci  the  rin<4.  The  llowcrs  and  cigars 
he  keeps,  the  hats  he  leathers  up  and  tosses  back  skilfully 
to  their  enthusiastic  owners.  N(3  American  hats  were  thrown. 
Wdiile  cheers  and  music  till  the  air,  the  corpses 
of  the  slauj^htered  horses  are  draj^<^ed  out  of  the  arena 
by  teams  of  mules.  Then  comes  the  turn  of  the  chief 
\-ictim   of  the  t^ame.      At  a  ,uall(jp   he   is  draf4>;ed  around   the 
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ring',  finall}'  making  a  pitiable  exit.  We  can  scarcel}'  believe 
that  the  stiffened  carcass  is  that  of  the  superb  bull,  who  made 
so  proud  and  dehaiU  an  entry  not  twentv'  minutes  since. 

The  surface  of  the  arena  is  now  raked  o\-er  here  and 
there.  A  wheelbarrow  of  sand  is  sprinkled  on  the  bloodv 
places,  the  trumpet  sounds,  the  picadores  ag^ain  appear,  the 
toril  door  is  (jnce  more  opened,  and  the  drama  is  begun 
afresh.  Six  times  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six  is  the 
play  repeated.      Six  bulls  are  killed  ;  and  if  \'ou  wish   to   know 
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wliat  then  becomes  of  them,  come  with  me  to  this  butcher- 
shop  of  the  Phtzd  dc  Toros  where  alreaiK',  before  the  audi- 
ence has  left  the  ampliitlieater,  there  are  hangin<4',  neatly 
dressed,  the  carcasses  of  live  ol  the  bovine  bravos  of  the 
afternoon,  while  number  six  is  being  rapidly  prepared  for 
market.      We   become  vegetarians   for  the   ensuing  week. 

Local  meat-merchants,  so  we  are  told,  purchase  the 
beef  at  auction  and  sell  it  to  the  })Oor,-  for  although  it  is 
black  and  tough,  it  is  not  considered  unht  for  human  con- 
sumption. As  to  the  slain  horses  -  pardon  just  one  more 
unpleasant  })icture  they  are  deposited  in  a  courtyard  to 
which  the  ragmufhns  of  the  street  have  free  entrance,  and 
where  they  count  witli  eagerness  the  victims  of  the  day, 
showing  not  the  slightest  aversion,  but  instead  scrambling 
over   the  bodies,  examining  and   commenting  on  the   wounds, 
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praisin^^  the  bulls  who  could  make  such  or  such  a  rent,  and 
thus  consoling'  themselves  for  having-  missed  the  h<4'ht  itself. 
To-da\"  there  are  no  fewer  than  seventeen  dead  horses 
as  a  result  of  the  Corrida.  On  another  occasion  I  saw 
twent_\'-three  perish  in  tlie  rin,2^.  "What  do  they  do  with 
all  these  bodies.^'  we  ask.  A  boy,  notnii^-  our  expressions 
of  disgust,  replies  in  S})anish.  "  Oh,  they  make  sausages  and 
shijj  them  to  America  1  "  And  no\s'  one  word  about  the 
fate    of    Espiirlcro,  who    shared    that    day    the    honors    with 
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riiK  g1'.N]-:kai  iii': 

(i  iirrriUt ,  unci  who  was  considered  h}-  some  his  e(iual,  by 
others  his  su])erior.  While  witnessin.i,''  his  marvelous  feats 
of  daring  and  dexterit}',  we  little  thoii.^ht  that  ere  the  season 
clcjsed  he  should  meet  with  a  trai^ic  (h-ath  in  a  ^rand  "hull 
feast"  at  Madrid.  Havin<(  been  sli^htl}'  wounded  b}-  a  bull, 
he  \'i't  insisted  on  continuinj^'  his  pla}'  ;  he  })oised  the  sword, 
th.e  brute  rushed  at  him,  and  to  the  horror  of  the  ten  thou- 
sand ])(•()})!(•  the  famous  Matador  was  eau^ht,  lifted,  tossed, 
th'-u  ht'l])|fssl\-  rnjlt'd  in  the  dust,  and  tinally  before  tin; 
piiraK/ed  cuadrilla  (-onld  rush  to  his  assistance,  the  bull 
had  plunged  a  i-cckin.i;  horn  into  his  bodv.  The  C'atholic 
pric-^t  who  i-,  at  v\vx\  pla/a  e\a'r  in  \\aitin,t(  witli  the  sacra- 
ment, wa-^  rallcij  ii])()n  ;  the  sun^eon  >  hand  was  powerii'SS 
to  save  the  Hie  ot  l\s f>(i rlcro.  A  nation  m(uu'ne(l  his  death 
as  It  Would  U'lt   lia\i-  iiiniirncd  the  death  ot    a    orime  minister. 
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Leaving  Sc\"ille  with  its  preseiit-dav  spectacles  and  pag- 
eants, Nve  turn  to  quiet  old  Granada,  with  its  memories  of 
a  glorious  past, — its  memories  of  the  Moors,  of  Kin^ 
Boabdil,  and  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  And  where  should 
Ferdinantl  and  Isabella  nu^re  httingly  be  entombed  than  in 
the  royal  chapel  of  the  ^rand  Cathedral  of  Granada  ?  Here, 
side  by  side,  we  see  their  effigies,  surmounting  a  splendid 
mausoleum  of  Carrara  marble.  Their  daughter  Juana  and 
her  husband  Philip  sleep  close  at  hand  upon  another  marvel- 
ously  carved  tomb.  The  superb  iron  screen,  designed  in 
1522  by  Bartolome'  is  in  good  keeping  with  the  dignity  of 
this  hallowed  place,  while  as  a  work  of  art  it  vies  in  its 
perfection   with  the  sculptured  sepuichers  themselves. 

We  descend  into 
the  cr}'pt,  and  look 
with  reverence  upon 
the  identical  coffins  in 
which  rests  the  mor- 
tal substance  of  him 
w  h  o  m  Shakespeare 
called  the  "  wisest 
King  that  ever  ruled 
in  Spain, "  and  of 
her  deemed  by  the 
bard.  "The  Queen  of 
Ka  rt  h  ly  Queens.  " 
' '  A  small  space  for 
so  much  greatness," 
as  Emperor  Charles 
\'  once  said.  Un- 
like most  ro\'al  biu'ial- 
places  this  one  has 
never  in  the  course 
of  cent  u  r  i  e  s  been 
21 
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dcStcr.'Ltc'l    1)\'    the    hand    of 
ucFor  (>r   rc\"olution- 
Thc    tail",    pious, 
:.-!ititj     IsabcHa     and 
hui"  wise  consort  lor 
ahnost    four    hun- 
(h'cd    years    have 
slept    peacefulK" 
in  the  midst  of  the 
cit_\'    from     which 
tiieir    armies    had 
so  i^loriousl}'  dri\'en 
-rth     the     Saracen. 
:h')U,i4h  now  boasting;' 
Centuries  of    Chris- 
tian   rule.    Granada   is  still 
dominated    by    the    citadel 
of    her    Mnslem    monarchs. 

Al'l'KijACH    ".' n    THh    ALli\.\:HKA 
F^.;    ^r:.;h    :y    lUr;    *    :j,    .i:^::.:,    •     ,:,.  1"  h  ^        meUtion         of       thc        UaUie 

"Granada  still  e\"')kes  \-isions  of  Oriental  splendor,  visions 
of  fairy  palaces  and  .yiaiit  tnwers.  xi-ums  "f  that  far-off  a.i^e 
^^■l^^■n  Spain  was  xa-t  a  jiart  of  the  Islamic  Empire.  Who  can 
sa\-  "  Granada  "  without   hearing  the  word  echoed   back    with 

;iii' 'tht-r -1  lund,  ' '  Alhaiwitra  ':  Our  iir-t  \'i-i' in  of  the  Moi  irish 
palace  is  not,  howawer,  one  t<;)  \\'ake  enthusiasm.  \\"e  -^ee 
'■nh'  some  crumblini:  t^wi-r-,  all  d.c\-- lid  oit  bt-autw  perched  on 
the-  tlank  of  a  den-<'l)-  wi'i'drd  height,  and  guardini^"  a  cojlfc- 
ii-'U  of  unattraoti\'f  JittN,-  struoturt--.  an.d  ;!  huL^e- s^piare  mass -^jf 
h'-a\'v  ma-^')m"\".  -  the  unlini>hed.  riMCle-s  paiai:e  i  if  that  ro\-al 
\  .■.]\'\\'.\.  Charles  the  hdtth,  to  wliom  'pi  i-.tfnt\-  owes  a  d>d)t 
o;  i!e'-p"<t  hati'-;  1  for  his  m  in\"  rutlile---  pr^  itanati' ms  (jf  ih.e 
b'Muriful.  ]C-lo.\-  us  are  tile  h  lU-'-s  ^t  Granada  looking 
huu.iiiy  up  at  tiie  Adaoaiira  lliil;  tar  in  tlu-  baeki^r' lUnd  ri-e 
tne  .-aov.-y  (ua-L->  ' 't  tie'  >au"ra,   'Ainle   it     \\<'    idian^e    our    p' xt 
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ot  observation,  we  may  look  out  oviiv  the  city  to  where  the 
far-famed  A'e^a  stretches  away  in  vapory  imhstiiictness. 
The  \'e,i;a  is  as  luxuriantly  productive  to-day  as  when  under 
the  skilful  irri,i;ation  ot  the  Moor,  its  as^ricukural  richness 
tempted  his  Christian  neighbors  to  ent(,'r  in  and  possess  the 
land.  Our  gaze  returns  instinctively  to  the  Alhambra 
height,  for  we  are  burning  with  impatience  to  hnd  ourselves 
within    its    bewitching    halls. 

Let  us  first,  however,  return  to  our  hotel  to  breakfast 
in  its  garden  on  the  slope  of  the  Alhambra  Hill.  The  I  fold 
dc  Side  Suclo^  stands  at  the  base  of  the  old  Moorish  tower 
of  the  seven  stories,  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  This 
terrace  lies  almost  in  the  shadow  of  the  Alhambra  walls,  and 
from  it  we  may  look  down  the  long  avenue,  descending  city- 
wards, and  shaded  by  the  hne  old  elm-trees  brought  hither 
and  planted  b\'  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  We  are  in  a  place 
of  quietude  and  freshness.  Tall  trees  shut  out  the  glare  of  a 
June  sun;  murmuring  waters  help  us  to  forgetfulness  of  the 
parched  and  dusty  city  far  below.  We  feel  that  we  could 
live  here  forever  and  be  content.  Across  the  way  rises 
the    Hotel    Washington     Irving,  ^  . 

largely  patronized  from    pa-  :;'■*';-*■-;:>■>*■*..  '  ■^'•/:^, 

triotic  motives  b}'  our 
low-countr}'men.    Th 
houses  are  both  good, 
and  ideally  located. 
In  the  shaded   av- 
enue between  the 
two    facades     we 
shall   lind  groups 
of  gypsies  eage' 
to    perform, 
for  a  con- 
si  dera- 
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tion,  dancus  more  or  less  .y'raceful.  Conspicuous  anionij 
these  dusk}'  and  insistent  be^^'gars  is  the  seU'-styled  King 
of  tile  G\"psies  who.  with  a  stag\'  dignit\",  accosts  the 
tra\'eler,  informs  him  of  his  rank  and  state,  sells  him  his 
j)ortrait  for  two  /^rs('/(^s.  and  offers  to  pose  l)efore  a  kodak 
for  a  dollar.  Coura,ii'eous  is  the  stranger  who  refuses  to 
])a\'  tribute  to  this  |.)icturesque  old  monarch.  hUit  the  sight 
oi  him  i^  \\-orth  whatever  it  ma\-  cost  ;  his  brii:;-and  face  and 
raimmt,  his  lordK'  and  connnandin^i^"  air,  speak  to  us  oi  the 
romantic  })ast,  he  is  m  liarmoiu'  \\-ith  his  surro.undin.gs. 
.\nd  now  the  guides  appear  to  press  their  ser\uces  upon 
1]-,  li;i\'im^  with  unerring  judgme'ut  recogm/ed  new-coiru;rs. 
w'.p;--,  ;i-  ;i  ru!r,  1  hoartil}'  abhor:  tlie\-  rob  you  of  delii^htfid 
i:r-t  m;pr'S-ioii;  ;  thc\-  l(_-ad  \"ou  l)lindfold  along  a  beaten 
p;.tl!,  l-ire-'  \ou  to  hmk  upon  th(_:  \\(jnders  ot  the  worhi 
thri>:;uli  th'-u'  -prctaido^  of  rnnui  ;  the\-  make  the  trax'ejer  a 
shi\.-.       Noil  ,-><)  witli    |u,-in    de    Lara,   the    handsome  \ourh  who 
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now  looks  out  upon  \"on  from  the  ])a,<4"e.  True,  without  so 
much  as  asking  mv  consent,  he  had  appointcl  liimself  my 
f,u:i(le  and  faithful  foHower  ;  \"et  so  charminj^ly  did  hv.  com- 
mend himself  to  me  that  I  had  not  the  heart  to  bid  him 
}]ence.  He  spoke  P'rench  with  a  pretty  southern  accent, 
while  Spanisfi  in  his  mouth  was  like  the  nmsic  of  the  e\'er- 
nnu'murin.i^'  streams  that  flow  l)eneath  the  ehns  of  the  Al- 
liambra.  His  ambition  was  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
where,  Hke  a  thousand  others,  he*  belie\"c-d  that  fortune  waited 
for  him.  Durin<(  one  of  our  rambles  in  the  city  proper  Juan 
paused  before  a  humble  door\va\',  and  asked  me  if  I  cared 
to  enter  and  repose  in  my  own  house.  ' '  J/\'  house?  '  I 
(juery.  "  Yes  ;  of  course  /  live  here,  but  the  house  is  yo^n's.  " 
Then  I  remembered  that  it  is  part  of  Spanish  courtesy  to 
offer  to  one  s  ^uest  the  ownership  of  all   one's  goods.      Juan 
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tlicn  prcsmtrd  inc  to  his  niotlurr,  and  to  his  four  ];rett\' sisters, 
all  di'iiiL;'  nccillc-work.  I  unjox'ed  a  iiif>-t  aiiuisin,i(  visit,  stru^'- 
glini4  ]>ra\"cl_\"  with  my  iinportcci  Spaiii-h  to  answer  all  the 
curirms  (jiu-stirtns  which  ii-11  irMin  pretty  Andalusian  lips.  In 
that  fanuK'  nf  wrirkinu'  pcijplr  I  tcanid  a  dedicate  rctincnient 
ct  >pL-ech  and  niannt-r  that  wonld  ha\'c  ,i;racud  a  far  more 
]iretenti(  >us  home. 

Wdu-n  I  \\a-  lea\dnu'  Granaila,  juan  asketl  m\'  destination. 
"Paris.  '  was  m\"  replw  "  (>  Paris!  exclaimed  the  ho\', 
''  t  I  nilh)i'i  ^^Kspirn  dil  A}}Hrii-<iii-i  .'  -  "  the  last  si^h  of 
the  American  ! 

It  was  with  Juaji  de  Lara 
as   m}"  cicerone    that    I    hrst 
ap|.)roached    Granada's     fa- 
m'')ii3  fortress.      For  the  Al- 
liambra     was     primaril}'    a 
fortress,    ,£:rim   and   forbid- 
din,^-,  ^\d^ile  the  loveh'  j^al- 
ace   to   which    it    owes  its 
fame  is  siinph' a  ro\al  resi- 
dence \s-ithin  the  fortihca- 
tions,  a  retreat  in  wdiich 
the  Moorish  princes  could 
dream     of    lcj\-e,     Secure 
from   the   attacks  of  ene- 
n;ic>.        A    hne     of    wall.- 
and    towers    stretches 
com})lete]y       a  r  on  n  d 
the  border  of  the  lull, 
fornhni;"  tlius  a  stroni,''- 
h(jld,     which     in    the 
M  o  o  r  i  -  h    d;a\'S   C'  a\- 
tai;!ed     an     arn.v     of 
fe;rt\'    thou.-a::d     n:<;i' 
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It  awud  into  sub- 
mission the  tur- 
bulent population 
of  (iranada,  wiiicli 
then  numbered 
half  a  million,  be- 
in,^'  six  times  as 
great  as  to-day. 

The  towers  all 
bear  su<^'g"estive 
n  a  m  e  s  ,  an  d  to 
each  is  attached 
some  fabulous  tale 
in  which  Infantas, 
captive  Princess- 
es, and  Christian 
knights  play  their 
romantic  parts. 
Advancing,  the 
Torre  de  /os  Pi- 
cos,  or  battle- 
mented  Tower , 
comes  in  view.  The  ruinous  condition  of  the  walls,  the 
frowning  aspect  of  the  towers,  the  air  of  neglect,  and  the  sug- 
gestion of  vanished  greatness,  comljine  to  render  our  impres- 
sions identical  with  those  attendant  upon  arrival  beneath  the 
ramparts  of  Fez,  the  Sacred  City  of  Morocco,  where  the 
descendants  of  the  builders  of  this  Oriental  pile  are  stri\-ing"  to 
maintain  the  shadow  of  the  former  power  of  the  Moor. 

Let  me  confess  that  I  do  not  dwell  with  pleasure  on  my 
iirst  ^\■alk  through  the  famous  interior  courts  and  chambers  of 
the  Alhambra.  All  that  I  remember  is  that,  in  company  with 
a  small  band  of  tourists.  I  was  rushed  b_\'  a  guide  in  uniform 
through    a    confusing    fair\"land  ;    that    I    listi^ued    t'j    studied 
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explanations  in  in- 
different French  ; 
hwked  out  of  win- 
dows upon  scenes 
of  beauty,  and 
was  reconducted 
to  tfie  door  where 
fees  were  given, 
'f^tf?;  thanks  returned, 
and  the  whole 
party  ushered  out. 
Such  was  my  first 
unsatisfactory 
and  (hsappoint- 
ing  visit  to  the 
Moorish  wonder- 
land, —  a  visit  to 
Avhich  I  had  look- 
ed for  w  a  r  d  for 
many  \'ears.  But 
I  was  resolved 
C.I  iMi'si:s  >)]■  sr.NsHisK  ANH  vkkimrk  not  to  leave   Gra- 

nada until  I  had  \'isited  the  Alhambra  in  m\'  own  wa}'  ; 
until  I  had  wandered  in  freedom  throui;"h  its  mazes;  until 
I  had  found  ()[)p()rtunity  to  sit  me  down  in  some  secluded 
ci>nu;r  and,  undisturbi.-d,  read  o\'er  once  again  those  Tales 
(>f  the  Aihamln'a.  which  all  of  us  have  known  from  chiUl- 
hdiMh  True,  one  ma\'  secMU'e'  a  })ermit  ''  Por  cslmlinr. 
"  ti)  -tud\"  in  the  ])alace:  but  all  ila\'  long,  from  nine  o'clock 
till  du-k,  the  tread  (if  pilgrim  fe'et  is  heard,  and  bantls  of 
'■  ('■  i. 'kiij-  ''  and  "(ia/rr-  '  and  other  guide-book-laden  tour- 
ist-;, til;-  ill  an  ahii'ist  unbi'iiken  ])r()rc<sion  thr<")Ugh  its  pre- 
ciiii'ts.  bkiaiihi--  arr  beniu'  j)!)!  itM^q-aphcd,  seated  upon  the 
lioiis  i.'t  tli^-  laiiaia-  i-ijiirt;  enriuus  imi'S   are    inspecting  with   a 
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ma,Lj:"nif}"Jn,i;'-,i;l<-iss  the  allc,i,'"L'(l  blood  stains  in  the  pavement  or 
Mieasurin.i^'  the  columns  with  tajn.-s  ;  would-be  \"andals  are 
striving'  to  escape  the  \\atchful  vigilance  of  the  imjxissive 
,^uards.  So  xou  see  the  Spirit  of  Romance  must,  duriu'^'  the 
show  hours  of  the  day,  retire  to  some  mysterious  and  seldom 
opened  chamber  to  salK'  forth  at  ni.^ht  when  j)ale  moonbeams 
are  the  onl_\"  \'isitors,  or  in  earl\'  mornin,<,>'  when  the  tirst  soft 
glow  of  sunrise  steals  through  the  marble  forests  <j{  slender 
graceful    pillars    in    the    deserted    courts. 
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I  tinil  in\"Sulf  next  inornini^"  inountinu'  the  silent  hei.q'ht  of 
the  Alh;uiil)ra,  as  the  tir.-t  rax's  of  the  >Lin  are  sahitinu"  it.  I 
ai)pr()[Lch  the  massive  Gate  of  Ju.-tice,  and  look  upon  the 
famous  s_\'mb(>ls  car\'ecl  abo\'e  its  arch\va_\'s.  There  is  the 
m\"stic  hand, —  s_\-mbol  of  Puwi.-r  and  Providence,  • —  then 
on  the  inner  arch  the  ke\'.  -the  ke}"  of  knowded^e  N\here- 
with  God  o[-)ens  the  hearts  oi  true  belie\"ers.  "  When  the 
hand  shall  reach  down  and  .^rasj)  the 
key,  then,  and  then  only  shall  Granada 
fall  a  ])re\'  to  Christian  hrtsts,  "  had  been 
the  ott-repeated  boast  of 
Moorish  kin^s.  Idie  /w^  .^^'^^ 
hand  is  still  an  empt\' 
hand  vith  fin.^ers 
out>tretched,  and 
the  key  remains 
u  n  ii  rasp  ed  -  \'et 
the  power  of  the 
Moc)rs  is  \'ani.-hed. 
Pas.-^im;-  the  ,L!"ate 
N\' a  \"       1      discoN'er 
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...s;r,.pii  by  Harluw  D-  HU'-^'    t 
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al  his  doorway  the  chiet  guardian  of  the  inner  palace.  The 
hour  of  six  has  not  }'et  run,!,''  ;  no  one  is  astir  besides  the 
guardian  save  an  old  woman  who,  with  a  score  of  goats,  has 
paused  at  his  recjuest  to  till  a  mug  with  goat 's  milk  freshly 
drawn  in  full  view  of  the  purchaser.  Seizing  my  opportunity 
I  enter  into  conversation  with  the  pair;  and  when  the  old 
dame  has  departed,  the  guardian  does  not  re-enter  his  fairy 
palace  unaccompanied,  for  he  —  ma\' Allah  prosper  himi— - 
accepts  a  proffered  fee,  sl_\l_\'  admits  a  happy  stranger  to  his 
wonderland,  and  then,  l)idding  me  be  silent,  steals  away 
to  his  apartments.  Thus  it  was  I  found  myself  for  a  few 
brief  hours  master  of  the  Alhambra.  Like  our  lo^■ed  com- 
patriot, Washington  Ir\"ing,  I  had  succeeded  to  the  \-acant 
throne  of  the  ill-fated  king  lioabdil.  For  three,  delicious 
hours    I    was    (ih.nic   in    the    Alhambra. 

The  tirst  court,    that   of   the    M\'rtles,    was   silent   and   de- 
serted ;  I  almost  feare<i    to   mow,  to   break   the  stillness  with 
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iiu'  tread  u{)oii  the  paveiiu;nt.  I  could  not  realize  ni\'  good 
fortune;!  dared  noteiitt-'r  into  the  enjoyment  of  my  little 
rei.i^n,  trembliii,^'  lest  I  should  wake  aj^ain  to  find  it  but  a 
continuation  of  m}'  dream,  hdnallw  h<)\\e\'er,  I  convince  my- 
self that  I  am  really  awake,  that  the  Alhamhra  is  m}'  own 
until  the  Ixdls  of  the  man\'  Cdnastian  churches  far  below  shall 
sound  the  hour  of  mne,  and  waft  away  the  spell  of  solitude 
and  silence  whicdi  hox'ers  in  the  magic  atmosphere  ab(.)ut  me. 
d'he  Spirits   of    Romance    and    J)eauty    now    willingly  l^econie 
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mv  guides  and  lead  me  to  another  court,  the  name  of  which 
I  need  not  even  speak  ;  we  know  it,  and  have  known  it  for 
many  }-ears.  In  the  sweet  morning  light  we  do  not  see  the 
wounds  which  time  and  decay  have  here  intlicted  ;  we  see 
the  court  in  all  the  unimpaired  beauty  of  its  early  da}s  ;  it 
seems  to  us  as  perfect  as  when  the  builders  inscribed  in 
ornamental  characters  round  its  arches,  "  May  lasting  power 
and  glory  imperishable  be  the  inheritance  of  the  ma.->ter  of 
this    palace.  " 
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l^efore  us  is 
the  famous  foun- 
tain. Its  lower 
basin  is  supported 
by  twelve  carved 
bons.  As  if  in 
(jbedience  to  the 
M  osle  ni  injunc- 
tion against  the 
creation  of  the 
bkeness  of  any 
Hving  thing,  the 
Arabic  sculptor 
has  not  slavishly 
imitated  nature's 
forms,  and  these 
are  likenesses  of 
no  beast  known  to 
Natural  History. 
And  still  they  are 
highly  decorative, 
possessing  benign 
expressions,  expressions  which  render  unnecessary  the  as- 
surances contained  in  the  closing  line  of  the  long  inscription 
i'ar\-ed  upon  the  fountain  :  "  b\;ar  not  in  th\-  contemplation 
whiif  gazing  upon  these  rampant  lions,  they  are  without 
lite    and  without    ferocity.    " 

Word  ])ictures  of  the  various  interiors  of  the  Alhambra 
would  be  suptu'lluous  e\'en  were  it  jjossible  to  })aint  in  phrase 
its  beautiful  apartments,  corridors,  and  courts.  \\'ho  does 
not  know  the  fa  nous  Hall  of  the  Ambassadors,  high-ceiled, 
noble  of  pro[)orti()n  ?  Who  has  not  lingert^d  in  imagination 
at  tlu;  wiudcjws  of  the  Miiador  of  i.indaraja.  or  feasted  the 
eyes    upon    llu-  arahe-^ijiies   of   the    llall    of   the-   Two  Sisters  .'' 
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The  in(lescril)able  dclicar}'  and  daintiness  of  Arabian  architec- 
ture charms  and  deli_i;lits  us  after  the  <4lo()ni\'  S()h(ht\'  oi  the 
(Gothic    structm'es    reared     by    the    coiuiuerin.i;"    Spaniards. 

It  is  sai(b  I  know  not  how  trul}',  that  it  is  the  custom  of 
the  descendants  of  the  Moors  who  once  dwelt  within  this 
fortress  and  palace,  to  j)etition  Allah  that  they  ma}'  one 
dav  repossess  it  and  dwell  aj^ain  in  the  earthlv  })aradise. 
Americans,  who  b\"  virtue  of  AN'ashington  Ir\-in,ij;'  s  poetic 
jxij^es,  must  ever  feel  a  sense  of  ownership  in  the  beautiful 
Alhambra,  look  upon  the  acropolis  of  Granada  as  a  shrine 
to  \vhich  they  owe  a  pilgrimage  ;  and  surely,  not  all  "good 
Americans"  will  "go  to  Paris  when  they  die.  '  Some  of 
the  more  romantic  of  our  disembodied  compatriots  will  —  if 
choice  be  allowed  them  —  haunt  the  towers  and  halls  and 
battlements  of  the  storied  Alhambra.  Certainl}',  the  artists 
and  the  lover  of  the  beautiful  must  ever  regret  the  Christian 
conquest   of  this  exotic    kingdom   of   the   Moors. 

r 
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Pathetic  indeed  were  the  fortune^^  of  the  Moors  of  Spain, 
—  the  builders  of  this  lo\-el}-  pile.  The}'  brought  to  the 
Peninsuhi  a  civiHzation  hi.i^her  than  any  it  had  ever  known. 
The  land  that  they  had  subjugated,  they  ruled  with  di^^i^nity, 
intelligence,  and  wisdom  for  seven  centuries,  and  then  they 
y)assed  awa_\',  becjueathing  to  the  country  of  their  adoption 
the  ni(.)st  romantic  pages  of  its  histor_\'  and  its  fairest  monu- 
ment,   the   Alhandjra   oi    Oranada. 
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